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Ruiu of XhA JrTAVASiJEiubtihp * BiuMhul Tcsopk At Pt'iAiTmrM. (Sc# f 37.) 


ON THE ANCIENT COINS AND MEASUBES OF CEYLON, 


PAJIT I* References to Coins tN Bcddhist Literatfre* 


1. Ceylon nnd KasHtnir are tho only parts of India wiicK protend to possrefi a continuous 
iiatiye liistory* That of Ceylon is much the more ancient and completo, and as m H coins are 
not nnfrequently mentioned, oven in the earliest periodsi it might have been supposed that fiomp 
spccimeiiB of great ago would have Fnir^^ivfd to our own days. Such ia not however the case* 
We have at present only one scrieB of coins of finished fonn and of a cotnpanitiTely late dato^ 
beginning in the middle of the twelfth and ending at the close of the thirteenth centuryJ Our 
subject therefore divides itself naturally into two parts ; in the first of which will be considered 
the data regarding coma and nieasures found in the Buddhist literature of Ceylon; while in the 
second those mediseval ooim w^hich have come down to us will bo described and illustrated. 

2. Mr. Thomas has aln^dy pointed out* how frequent arc the oUusions to money in the 


^ Joit tu I ^ to presi I Ibuju Uuil ibrn iwe eoin^ in 
Uuj CglfRnbo Niiuciiai with iUtjgiMft lbitri|rtliKDA in P&li 
fihiinietcn* It wduM !» intewtinp to kma whclli^ ther Iwar 
any of sueh u > er j* which hAVo uoly » yet been 

£>ATilU 


tomU ID CtiyloEi mecftptaodUL It net; Ih-i^ ste probobly in- 

poilAtiniU fraiEi IbdiA. 

' la luA iDliDdacTDry oAnr to Qua NmuIainAtlL Odflntalii, 
* Afluttfat ladiiia Weight^/ p. iO. 
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nacrod literature of tlia Buddblsti; and as tliew occur In books of Tory different ages and 
authenticity, Jt vriil 1» uecesBaiy to quote and diecufia the most unportant passage®. AVithout 
a detaUed csaniijiation of the poBsagea thomselves, tl-o may easily led to draw conclufiions 
much too wide. Spence Bard/s atatemont,^ for instance, that the most ancient laws of tho 
Buddhifita the distinction is recognii«d between coined money and hnlHon/ is not confirmed by 
tho texts hitherto accessible, unless the word ^coined' be taken in an unusually eitenda sense, 

3. The time has eearcely arrlvod when anjihing can ho affirmed with certainty as to the 
age o! tho different Iwoks of tho Northern BiiddhUta; they show a state of belief much later 
and more develoiicd than that of the Southern Church; but they claim a very high antiquity, 
and it is well known that amongst those ruder peoples the Buddhist mythology hud a much more 
rapid devtdopincftf than that which took place in ilagndha and in Ceylon. Buddhism hecamo 
the State religion of tho Tndo-Sfcrthmna under Kanisbka at about the beginning of our cm, 
but no canon of the Northern Buddhists was settled at tho eouncil held under his auspices.’ 
The books considered sacred by tho Northern Church are mostly of much later date; but 
some of them wore certainly trensloted into Chinese in the first century 4.0.—that is, if 
reliance can ha pbeed on the later nntive historinna of ChiaQ * besidea whose statements wo 
huvo very slight data of any chronological value. Eugfino Bumouf has given several instances 
of tho mention of coins in those jwrtions of the Northern Buddhist books he has translated, 
and has discussed their values in a spcfcial note (p. &97). As all these works are of unknown 
authorship and date, but probably at least TOO years after our era,^ the only conclusion to bo drawn 
from these references is that they odd simply nothing to our knowledge of tho dates at which the 
coiii& iDeMtione^ in them were uftei. 

4. The canon of the Southern Buddhists was setllod two centuries and a half earlier than 
the time of Kauishka, ina. under the Emperor Asoka in P4talIput^^ about 250 me. ■, and it 
includes separate works by different authors.® The foUowing passage occum in tho fcst chapter 
of the inedited Maho. Vagga in the Vinaya Pitaka, nnd also in the first chapter of thc/ltfm»iare£rew, 
containing the liturgy used at the admission of laymen to the Buddhist order of mcndlc^ts, of 
which several tranalationa and editions have alrcody appeared.’ (p. 6, lino 4, of Mr, Dickson’s 
edition of the Upoeampadi-Kaniinavici)' If any mendicant takes a pdda (1.#. a quarter), or anything 


* Eairtcrni AtcHmcTufni, p- 

1 LiLWiD, tfidiiclib Ailwthdwjfcinidp. «k ml. ii. p. 8 Sfl, 

My * p. 2*0. * Fu* Koiw Si,' p, mb. 

* Ik-al, rwTflj ai PS Himi, rtc., pp. *»■« »l'! 

tegnal of Sbkys IlDddhii, p. vi. 

» ‘JHiiU ttw mmiar^ i* fpoklm of hi it* »Utn 

Elul in FOnw aTidtui* latrwhliitiDll k 1 lii 4 oinS Ju 

IkHMWUbmcp P|I. aip mr 243, tbfl ldwsk4pm^ In Jrn 

IrtiTM p. 1-171 cotapant IS*4, 

p. SOJ imd in itn? asrudlboa {ibti, pp. 235 , 2 + 3 , 263 ) i thft 
in i±Mi Vhjm mtiJpdtwi p. J the mdtmht IQ iha 
Pfir^ [m, p. 3^3); th* m tha Aiota tndtni, 

which u port af the fibid* p. anil compw 

0a Oi* w< 3 rk U«lsMEi"a lfiT4, pa7); aiul lartij the 


mtHfrrn 10 thil kitOT work wid io the Wim^^ sTBdhna (ftW, 
p, laSp flot*). 

* Ibid^ ppL ftip 231, 56*; Webcfk SnOikrtt litcnturet p- 262. 

■ Thil li closu- It™ interanJ eriileijcaj wtnput alio JuDef 
pp- IS* 

1 Thf TiHlrfl Ifiiria S^flcatOp aittwaoniT in AtH bud 
txvHfilfltMl ft into m l776p Juwl tWeabor AdJer bio 
GemuD for the 01 ^ Tobme ai Beutochei {rffcnekiiiit. 

Mjaj^fitinp Urtpii?r> iTS7* Thu Her. Hknj* Clongti irwuH 
ll into ^iiih m the wennd volumjfr nf the MUf«UMiir«kiA 
Tiftwktioto W Oriciilal Laegiia^, Loadon, 1834* nml mon 
v( ft wu wiitod m pyi, Wth a Latin tmublioii, by rtDfcBfior 
fipie^^lp Bnoii^ 1341. The editioc u tbit by Mr, DiekMm 
m Um J.HJuS. Iw 1875r Engliib twmlikiiiJfl anti note*. 
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TEX KAHiPAXA. ^ 

of the vuItio of a p6da or oiorei he is unffockod/ Hr* Dickson tran^te* pMa *t!ic 

fjuarter of a pagoda,*^ the pagoda beicig a amall gold coia lately cotnent in South India and 
vortli 7^. 6d. Mr. Childcra says in hia BjctionaiTj * There ia a coin caUod pido (Ab, 480); 
Subhijti quotea p&rdi^*kaAdpana^^ fiilu/Wa hMffo pmhr and atatca it ifl worth about ani^piipence. 
The Abhidbluiappadipiti, to which the reference is givcHi was written in the twelfth eenturr, 
and nmkpfl it the fourth part of a weighty apparently of the niikAdf w^hich is mode equal to five 
suTwiiias (S 23 below)* So that we bavo three modem authorities each giving a different meaning 
to iho word. It is evident that they do not really know in what sense it was originally u&ed, and 
there ia nothing to prove that it meant a coin at all; it may have boon a weight, either of gold^ 
Sliver or copper, recognir^ a& a basis of calculation or a anulium of e3(cbaage,^ All that can 
be said is that it was certainly of small valuo^ 

5* In the Bhammapada^ a collection of ethical verses from other books of the Tlireo 
Pi^os, and one of the latest worka included in the canon hy Asoka^a council, the woril kahApa^^a 
id used in veree 186; Na kisAdp!im^i^m}m fitii mjjhh'f *Kot by a minfall of kaidpagas 

wdl there be satisfaction in the midst of lusts/ The exact derivation and meaning of the word 
Jcfihdpam is not quite so clear as one could wiab. Tho corresponding Sanskrit word kdrshfipnija 
occurs already in Manu and Pani^if of which the former is certainly, and the latter probably, 
earlier than the earliest possible date of the BhaiTiiiiapudiu It ia clearly derived fretu karsha* the 
name of a small w eight; but pma^ which Lsusmdly supposed to bo the second putt of the com- 
pound, would not cf^splain the socoad d, while the root }mn * to barter or bet^^ i* not used wilb 
tho prefii d except in the nominal dorivativo dpam - market,’ which does not help us much. In 
trying to determine the exact mcmiing from the texts, we are mot with an ambiguity of expre^ioii 
w^hicb is only tbo reflexion of an ambiguity in idea; just aa ^ven in tnglieh the words * coin 
and * iuonev" Aro very vaguely ueocL Cain maji I think, be legitimately used in tw'o senses ; 
firstly, of piecefi of metal bearing the stamp or murk of some person in authority as proof of their 
puritv, and of their being of full weight i and secondly, of piccea wimilurly stamped, but thereby 
acquiring a vuloe beyond that of an equal weight of metal (by the mark or stamp impljung a 
promise to receive tho coin at a higher than ito intrinsic viduo)* The latter, like our pennies and 
sbillingSr might be more appropriately tonnod tokciis- 3fow there was a time in Indb, before ooina 
in cither of there senses were struck, when mere pieces of bullion without stamp at all, or merely 
udth some private stampj were used as money-—that is, as a mediiim of oxchaugo :* and the word 
kArsh&pa^a, as ured by the authom mentioned above, may mi?an either coins proper of the weight 
of a karsha, or only such pieces of tnetol of that weight. The latter was almost certoiuly its 
original looiming both in Sanskrit and PAU, and U, 1 tlmik, the meaning in this verse of the 
BbamMapada. Buddhaghosbu mentions^ a gold and silver as well as the ordinary (that is, breoxe 
or copper) kahapana ; and Professor Childers thinks that only gold pieces can be referred to in our 

1 p_ 13^ from fewt' to *a (iciricr' tlto IiIm of om li^ 

* UabOLu^k niiiJ Ilol3i i^ler to i m ths Irtflnp? tbi loarth t>f a ^tiifldnt^wL 

whOT pS4a wmw tiys fouitli of a wrtHU weigiiti * Mr. ThuUM, AmiciU UiWm We^fai, p. SJ, 

bat to BODo wjittc It BwiiiM edli. Tbej ftcpkin tbo cbuige of * la tbo quoted below, ^ I3. 
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passage. But copper pieces will the requirements of every other poaeage, except one legendary 

ono^ where the won! occurs and considering the much greater value of copper then than now^ it is 
not so certain that we need even here take the word in any other than its ordinary sense. The vnluo 
of the kahupai^a changed of course with the vaTying ’value of copperj and even its weight may have 
varied a good deal j as much at least as different spccimpua of the fruit of the karsba (TftrmmaUa 
Mlerica) ^'ury among themselvea.* Its size and shape iirc uncertain; but this at least can be aaid^ 
that the sculptor of the has-rrliofa at Birahdt^ (who cannot have lived much more than a centiuy 
later than the compiler of the Dhauimapuda) makes them square. Lastly, it should be mentioned 
that, accorfling to ilr^ Childers, tbo word kahdpo^ itself meant primarily a ^all and that 

our authorities differ hopoleF^ly about the weight of the karsba; the Sanskrit authorities making 
it equal to mdshEis^ each of which=2J masakus^^ rutis; while Sloggalldna (§ 23 ) makes 

the akkhn (which^ teate Bohtlingk-Rotb, is the Eome m the kars]ia)=2J indaakas=5 ratis flhat 
is^ one mdsha). On the former caloulatidu Hr* Thomas makes the kdrshdpni|^a=to 140 graina^ 
one of our cumnt pennies weighing about 145 grains. 3 L L6on F^cr quotes a form gahdpaiyi 
from tbo Jataka^ (Etude sur lee JAtakas, p. 103 )* The old form Earisdpa^a, mentioned by 
Moggulldna (v. 481 )^ has not vet boon found in the texts* 

6. There is a curious expression at Bhamirmpada^ v. 108 : * Whatever »acri£ce or offering 
ft man may moke bore during a whole year in order to get merits all of it b not worth a 
quarter Thu commentator expluimi it *to mean a quarter of the virtuous mind of one re¬ 
verencing holy men/ Tliis seems forced, but must be, I think, the real meaning of the w^otds* 
taken in the connexion in which they atimd, 

7 * Tlio only other portion of the three Pi takas published ia the Khuddakti Pdtba, tbo 
shortest book in the Buddhist Bible, a ficlcctioii of Buddhist hj-mns edited by Mr. Childers for 
the Jotimul of the Royal ^Vsiatic Society, 1869 . Tn it no mentiou is made of coins^ but it is 
said that *m the other world there will be no trafiicking by moans of gold.*^ These two 
works would scarcely have been looked upon as sacred by tbo Council of Asoka held in B.c« 
350 , unl&jSA tiev tfld Iwq coinposcd somfl time before it. They may therefore bo opprosimntelv 
placed lit least ub early oe tho end of the fourth ccntuiy before Christ. 

8. I canaot rofiaiD from adding Lore a refereace to a passogo occurring m the Fdr&jika of 
the first Pitaka, and also in tho Rattbapdla Satta of the second Pitaka, although the texts are 
not yet accessible. In tho former we have an account of the mmmer in udiicb a certain Sudinma 


^ Ttifl^ an fill in ih.^ Mlowinf The 

reptitiai a dnabtftil pm, ii Tcfcmd bdev, } 15 ^* 

SUt compand wtib ^3, 23. Ceni^n ThLidUA, U. p. S, 

^ TbomiB cooiidiirv ihnt tbu Mp^lnlaii lonned itio 
apon wkfcii Uib aid ftf 140 graini tm fnunnl. It 

an articis o-f eomracroi?, in sti diy Blatt it *'m 4 

little lubjcct to it wii# itiadDr avaiEiilila in ibe Bhzbn is 

1 (wiuatercbeek of otber and fUmllT tber arditiaiy wra^t 

iwccrdi clawly ^vith ttu nqqind nopioit. loIoctH] ijwct^ 

tartifl of ilMivattxl iwd fram BtilsB, lua^r in the tatVim. HitMum, 
Iir4i3g[h u big^h u 144 


> Cuntii&^bam, Hqwrt ol tbs Mm, Boc., qndted in 

Ancient ItuLaa Wei^bti, p. 60, notn, compand wiEli f 16 below. 

*• So alAo an F^, Ftudo wta lea JUaAai, p. 103. And Cole- 
bmko, Emj% (ed. Cowrii], toL i p, 031, la^ * A paga ot 
Lbnhtpa^ u « mfaiurt of copper ai wotl fli of dlnr/ 

* Fatubollt p, sabbam |n taib nn chaltibbti^in cdl. Comp, 
p- 2^ mill the pasBE^ (|U 0 ti(d bt PfoL 3f hj MuUcr ia bis aota 
to T. 167. 

* ^'flttbi biraftflr^ kajrakkBnjEL,^, ll of tbe lepacmto odiUoiL 
Prof. Cbildrr* trandatn ‘no tni.fficfcEn^/ar gwbl,' b^nt the inatm- 
OHnilflJ caio if donbtlcn uaed pf tbn rn^iWm of cmbanao* 
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p^:>raiaded liis parents to allow lilm to enter the Buddhist Order of Mondieauts, and waa afiorwiiHU 
temptisd b}" thorn to return to a Inyman^s life* In the latter a ehailar Ktory, for tho moat part in 
the veiy mmo words, la told of Rattbap&lD* In the translation of the former by the Bev. S. 
Culea we read that Sadinna’a mother * made two heaps for Litiip one of gold eoma and the other 
of gold * . . , ^ and covered orei those heaps with mat&^^ In the translation of the Litter by 
the Rev. Ih J* Gogerly wo vmd that RatthapAla'a father ^consed to be piled ap a great heap 
of eoincd and apcoinod gold, and covered it with a mat/® The proffered wealth is in each case 
refuHcdi the inondicant advising that * the gold coins and tho gold * {as Coles renders) or * the 
gold and bullion * (as Gogerly hero translates) should be throaii into the river. I have little 
doubt that the Ptli words in all four passages are identical Can thej' be the same as those 
used in the formula quoted by Rurttouf m the standing mode of describing Otiutuinu''fl oum entry 
into tho mendicant life? Burpouf qnot^ the ijossiage from two Suttos of the second Pipika;; 
and the word« in question are siniply pahh(iiaih AirafiJki-stiran^Tk,^ The first word, pabhuta, 
is either elp archaic form of, or more probably a Himple mjsreiiding for^ the u?uuJ puhutn* * much/ 
while each of the two parte of the following compound dgniGee * gold/ That there was some 
shade of difference in the meaning of the two words is clear I think from the expresaion himfimm 
ed suetf^nam ad * either gold or gold/ in a commentary on the l^Atimokkliji^* hut what the 
difference was when the second Pi taka n-ua composes! is not so cosy to eay. Both worda ore 
constantly used both in Sanskrit and PAli in the simple sense of gold, both words also occur 
as names for a particular weight*^ As names of weights the Suvmi^ according to ^loggoU&na 
would seem to weigh forty ITiraftpos, for it is equal to forty ahkhae^ on okslia is the same us a 
karsha, and himniia at Jataka, p. 92, is replaced by kuhapana at page O-l/ But the usage of ihq 
fifth or tweKth cmitury uftor Christ is poor evidence for the usage of tho fourth century before 
Christ. It IB quite possible that * treasure and gold/ or * gold and bullion/ or * pounds of 
gold/ or ^yellow geld,’ would bo the right rendering of hiraMa-suvnniiailfi in the jmssages 
under consideration^ but to decide these points we must linve more texts before us. It wull 
bo of advantage, meanwhile, to have noted the similarity of the passages. 

9, The date of the next work we have to consider is very uncertaiu. Tho orthoilox 
Buddhists believe KaccAyana's Grammar to be the work of a contemporary of Gautama i this is 
certainly incorrect^ and even as late as the time of Biiddhaghosha it was not acknowledged as 
the supremo authority on VUi gnunmar* The rules, explanations and examples are acknow¬ 
ledged by tradition to be by different hands, and the passage now to be quoted occurs among 
these later additions.^ Tho Sinbalcio tradition is, however, strong ovidenese that tho work was 
composed in India and at a very early date—early, that is, os compared with tho commentators 


1 JoqTiLii] of ihi CotIoh Aj. So 4. tSi* 

* til the Aa. 

^ Bunrnift Lotm tie In boimii Ltrt, p. B6SL Etisle 

fdr lioi Jbinfcse, p. 107. 

* |A i!ijQ.d A cis mredij Ik diitiDguiiliHl la Cejloa MSS. 

* Miiu^rcfft P- 70^ flu r. 

« HlmAiSa u AO UHd St J4tftlyi 92,Meb- ISl, 2 ; 


tf 23); lad batb inj tho 

SO ralO sceordiDt^ to Mimii. Thouta*, iott, p. 12. 

^ So in BH»b^lagk-Rotli Qm bimAOi ii vftid to bo >=tb^ ktftbj.. 
’ On ^flve4|iiiui'« del4 vx- Jnmx D'AJtrii in hu ■ Inir^iKtloti' 
ta Eitc4jiiia; Weber'i ztmew of tlui Introductipfi in InLlaoha 
Stnjf«Q, Tol. ii. pp. SlS-213; and offpedenj 'On tbo 

■■ ijiTirln i Sebool of SAUflknt GmnmuriAoe,* 1S74| pp. 01-62. 
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of the fifth eoDtury, At pAgc 130 of M. Senjirt's excellent cditioUt under examples of the tifts 
of the ablative^ occurs the curious expresidon; tafa^md or iefjji/Ao ni^r * a man bound for 

a hiindfcd/ where one would expect haddlio, and where the ohlutiro is certainly strange. In 
a siimlur waTt (it- Jataka 224 , 24 jp we have ^ a slave bought for a hundred.' Whether 

in these passages * a hundrod' means ooinSj or ahefis^ or cattlo;^ or weights of bullion* or com, or 
other goods* iH not certain, but I should take it to mean one hundred pieces of copper, ui, 
kabdpa^H.( It will be seen hereafter that in the fifth century in Ceylon higher numcrab 
were used m the same manner^ Again, at p. 168 , w/w nUM^ Mdpunamf 'the karsli&pa^a is loss 
than tho nislita,' is given na au oxamplo of the use of the li^eatire; here the grammarian 
who made the exiiinple was evidently thinking of wefigbt, as the word nikkha is never in 
PAli Uj«>d for a coin.* In 3 Iauu the weight of tho tualika is 320 ratis in gold as aguinst 80 latis 
for the k^rsh&pana in copporH. 

10 . Wo next come to the Pfttimokkha, a compilation of unknown date, giving u classificatioii* 
from the Vimiya Pimka* of offencca against the rules of tlio Buddhist order of TOCudiconte. It is 
certainly very old, but, not having been included in the canon by A^ka’s Council* can scarcely 
have existed long before that timo* A commentator of the fifth century^ says mdeed, according 
to Mr. Tumour's translation, * Bhagawi Gautoma himpeif) taking his place in the midst of this 
us«?mblVf held in the Weiuwann odi 6 ee at R&jugiilia, in tho first year of his Buddhahood* , , , . . 
propounded the PAtiiuokkhom ; * but it is impossible that the book so coiled should have come into 
existence until after the monastic system was worked out and settled in great detoilp which it 
eerialnly was ml at tho timo mfermd to. The same commentaries aro used for the Patimokklm 
and the Vinaya Pitoka* and the passages to bo quoted probably occur also word for word in the 
latter. At verses 8 , 9 , and 10 of the sixth chapter [the Kisaggiya] elmra-^tdpamiu are 
meiitioiied, which Mr. Dickson tnmslatea ^ money to buy robes,* ^ The origin of tie expression 
is doubtful. Professor Childers ascribing the latter part of tho coiupound to a confusion between 
the two roots « ond cil, and Mr. Minayeff, Mr. Dickson and one of the commentaries*® spelling 
the word cot&panna and making it masculine, while Professor Childers, another PfiJi corntnen- 
tarv and ^ 1 . Senart,® apell it cot&iuma, w hich mokes it neuter. The former commentator explains 
it * gold, or a pearh or u jewel, or eoml* or cotton cloth, or thfeod, or raw cotton,* that is to 
say, materials which could bo made into a robe or bartered to procure one; tho latter explains it 
simply *pricc" or value (mnia), hut docs not say in whuh The term may therefore he rendered 
" means to proeare a net of robes,* and docs not necessarily infer tho existenco of coined money. 


^ M. S^nort troialiiiot HKvonnitt,^ tii nlicndoD 

wiu Brtt dircebtr dmwri to thb pint. Thvi curtooi roij cominu* 
JtwlgBi xriL 2, 4, whirt ‘tundFcdi' ei liJvcf atp npokfU 
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Nip^ pv ^ ; ajad 54iiiilULn-pkAk Sntta, Buniciat, Lotmi, 438). 


ll i% to 907 loflft, doubtful whethEf tkii Wk luiw known 

Al Pktiinakllis k relsrriHl to. C^ilnp. Han^, nxtiual, p. l£lS { 

Ftiuboiri Iktoknt p- Tumuur la tbu J.B.A.S. rL £19,428; 
BcJil, Citran, p. 189. That lk^wonl Pktiiacikklij.wms to HKbeforH 
tbo work m MtoTnod Ito pTo»oat ulinpi, it cloor irmn tbo 
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Bopl Aiiitto Bodrt^, tSTS. 

B P, f I of Mr. Mit&nvEiTi ndittm, Ek. P^etf-boig, 1069. 

* P. 322 0 I hh i^piinto aditioD cU KarokjiiQd. 



THE FiTOIOKKITA* 


11. Tefsw 18 and 19 say : *If n priest receiTCfl or got# iwiothor to rccciivo for him gold and 

silver [coinjj or if he think# to appropriate [Tnoney] entm#tei to him, it is o nisaggiya fault. 
If n priest make# ii#o of tho rnriou# hind# of money, it is a msaggiya fault/ I quota from 
Mr. Dickson's tniriBlaticiip hot tho words I harp brookatad aro not found iu tho origiiml, and 
tho word ^ money' in the lottar var#e 5# in Pali riipiya, which Professor Childers in his Dictionary 
tram^latcfl tilrer^ bnf^ion, Neither tho PfiJi ritpiyft, nor the Snnakrit aquivalimt riipya^ nrc derived 
from rdpa in its sense of itoaga, figure, or ore over used in the sense of bearing an image/ for 
which the correct expression 1# riipin} Silver ia called r^pifjn on nccoimt of it# heauty^ it# shiuing 
appeanincOp just as gold is called on account of its fine colour. The eomtneutntor on this 

passage* explains riipit/a by jdfartipa^Jaia, gold and «7rcr, but this is rather a gloss on the rw/# 
than a philological explanation of the word, hloggoU&nn distinctly confine# the seuse of the word 
to silrorp^ The text is os foUows:—18. Yo pana blukkbu j^taruparojataiii ugganheyya v4 
ugga^Apeyyn vA uponikkittatb vA sAdiycyya nisaggiyaih pAcittiyoib. 19. Yo puna hhikkhu 
uAnappakArakam rupiya^yuhvchimih BaniApii|oyyii nisaggiyaih pAcittiyniu.* I would translate: 

* 18. If again a mendiciint should receive or eiker, or to get some one to rccoivo it for hinit 
ai/ote a h be pui m deposit /or Aim, it is a fault requiring restitnHoTi. 19. If again a mendicant 
should engage in any of (be rarihtM traneaetione in eilrcr, it is a fault rcquiiiiig reAtitutlon,^ where 

* transactions in silver' must refer, I ihink^ to the use of silver a# a modJimi of exclumgOp 

12 . In the Bhikkhuni-Pdtimokkhaih, or Kulcs for Kuna^ oeeurs the passage^ * A nun collecting 
for a heavy cloak may eolleet as much as 4 kniiiso#; if she should collect be}^nd thi#^ it m a fault 
requiring restitutiom A nun eoUeeting for a light clonk may collect os much a# 2 | kamsas: if 
she should collect beyond thiSp it is a fault requiring restitution/^ There is aome uneeFtainty a# 
to the derivation and meaning of kainsa, w'hich, os a tneasure of ^Tilue, is only found in this passage. 
The word ueually means copperp bronze,, or a brass pot or plate; but the commentator^ explain# it 
here a# * four tuhApanas,' an exphmatiou lound also in MoggnllAna's vocabulary/ In Sanskrit 
literature tho word i# only found in tho sodsc of a brass pot or cup j but the Sanskrit lexicographers 
giye knmsa oa un equivalent of Idhaka (a lueasure of capacity"}.* Jfr* Childers regards it hero us 
a dedvarive fronip or a dklect viuiety of^ karsha: but this seems indefensible, and the use in 
primitive times of a particular form of brass cup or plale a# a measure of value is by no means 
unlikely* while tho expresdon * a bronze' is exactly paralleled by copper^ ns used sometimes in 
•English/ The tradition preserved in the KankhA Titomni, that the weight of the fcamsa, as a 
measure of vaiooi was eonaidered equal to four kahApaiia% may or may not be well founded^ one 
can only say that if the value were really so small, the idea of a cup or vessel can scarcely have 
been present to the mind of those who used the word^ 


^ perlupt Ihoiagiit diferartij-- S«? iht airtt bi And. 

Inii. Wciirlitiv p. SO, but ihxt pnjugei hj Bobiliu^- 
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13 . In the ceuuBeutariea UTiltea m Cejlon in the fifth century a.tj. by Bu^dhaghoshu, Tfe 
find the foUoiring explanations. At page 66 of his cditien af the P&timokkha, Miniiyeff quote* 
a comtDCHitatgr'a expLuiation of ohora, a thief, fls being one who tahea onj-thing of the tuIuo 
of five tnfisakas' or more. Hero the w'ord mosaLi might just possibly moan a weight, but in 
the following passage that can ecarooly bo the case. The Eankhfi-Yitora^i on P5timokkho vi. 
10 , quoted above, calls gold and silver and karthapa^ and mdsakta forbidden objects.^ Another 
commeutoi^' on verse 18 says: ‘By (silver) is meant the k&rshhpu^, tho metal mfisoko, 

the wooden m&soka, the lacquer rnisata, which are in iise.'(!) And the Sanumta-poafidika on 
thp same passage says:® *^jataf&pa is a name of suva^ua (gold), which is also called satthavaniia 
because it is like the colour of Gautama Budtiha,*{!j and after csplnining tt^ata (which expla¬ 
nation Minayeff has left out in his edition, perhaps because it is the aanie as that given above), 
goes on: ‘In this passage kohfipana is cither that made of gold or that made of silver {ritpitfs), 
or the oiididary one; the metal ui&saka means that made of copper, brasa^ etc. \ the vroodcii 
raiisaka means that made of sAm wood or of the outside of the banibu, or lastly of palmyra 
loaf, on which a figure has boon Cut {rispam ekiaiUed ksta-mdmka}\ the lacquer mdsaka means 
that made of loo or gum, oti which a figure has been caused to rise up ’ (^rupath ftiwja//Ad* 
petrd kata-mdiaka), Tlien, after explaining the words ‘ which are 111 use, it oontmues. liOstli, 
every kind should be iDcludod, whether made of bone, or skin, or the fruits or seeds of 
trees, and whether with a raised inuige or without one.' It adds that the four forbidden 
things are silver, gold, the gold mfisaka, and the silver m&saka, a different explanation from 
that given above- Tho annexed cut of a lacquer medal in the possession of CoL Pearse, IL.A., 
may perhaps represent such a lacquer mdsaka as has just been referred to. 



14 . "Wo next come to the Jdtakas, the date of the present teat of which is very tmeerfcain. 
It seems that a collection of Jatoka stories was one of tho earliest Buddhist books, and was 
included in tho canon as settled by the Pdtaliputra Goancil under Asoka,- but it U the only 
book of i>»«* c pn"0 which has not been handed don-u to us in a shape purporting to be identical 
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■with that nccepted by the Council. Tlio text exists now only in the eoninicntaryp the date of 
which m lUoLf imknoTm^ though it wps certtunly w^ritten in Ceylon, and probably aa late ns the 
fifth century after ChriBt^ Jfo kind of Uteminro is more suisceptible of verbal nltemtion than the 
cosy prose murative which forms the bulk of thoso tales; so that^ although the text is through¬ 
out kept distiiict from the commentary^ Jt cannot be depended upon as im aceurate reproduction 
of the original form. And again, though tho mention of is so mixed up with the gist 

of BQino of the stories that it can scarcely be due in thcMc cases to interpohitiou, and tnsy verr 
possibly date from the first invention of the stories in tho time of Buddha, or even earlier, 
the names montionod may have been inserted afteni’aTds^ Tho Pili version of the J&takas is 
now being published by Mr. Pausboll; and tho first ptirt+ containing the l*Ali text of tiio IntrcK 
duction and of 38 Jataka stories, has already appeared in Copenhagen* In these etorits are 
tho following notices of money^ In the Seri-vitiija J^taka^ some poor people ask a hawker 
to take an old pot in exchange for his wares. The pot was gold* but bo old and dirty that 
thoy did not know it. The hawker secs their foolishness,, and hoping to get it for nuthing, 
says it is not worth oven half a mmaku, and throwing it on the groimd, goes Imme¬ 

diately afterwards another hawker comi^ up* and being made a similar ofibr^ honestlj* tells t|io 
ignorant owners that their old pot is worth * a hundred thuuiiiind * (sata-suhasBatii)*^ but gives 
them for it 5(W) kaMpfinm and g™ds * worth 500^ (probably kahfipanas]* Ife then takes back 
eight kabipa^os, and giring them to the captain of a vesiael just then sailing* ho escapes 
u-ith tho pot. The other hawker soon retijm.% and offers something of small value for tho 
pot* and when its owners tell him they have given it to another hawker for *a thousand’ 
(Buinissaih}* ho vainly pursues him, and then dies of grief and chagrin. The good hawker m 
this tolo is the future Buddha; and had it been altered, the fact thal he gave leas than 
thousand^ for what was worth *tt hundred thousand’ might have bean easily got over by 
somo interpolation; in any Case the mention of money forms m important u part of the story' 
that it must belong to a very early form of this J&taha. 

Tho next mention of money is in the Culhila-sctthi Jdtoka.* On the advice of the fnturo 
Buddha, a man cams 16 kahdpaj^as in one day by the sqIo of firewood, and afterwards sells 
gross to the king^a stable-keeper for *a thousand,^ and subBequuntly acquires a capital of 
*ii hundred thousand/ and marries the fuLuro Buddlui's daughter. 

In llo Nandi-vSstdu Jdtaka^ we have tho history of a prisce ox who first loses a bet 
(abbhutom) of "a thouennd" for his owner* when the latter calls him vicious; and then wins a 
wagor of 2000 when be ailla him gentle; and in the next story the future Buddha^ again 
under the form of on ox, wins for his miatreas a bag containing 1000/ being hire for drawing 
500 carts at two kaliapu^oB a curt* 

I F«iut4ir« JEitjiJct, p. Ill, i ibidp p, m. 

* At S9« lioi Id, and US, Ik# gnjd poU m * StlaiMtllifii'ika, J, 195, 20, cempaj# 54, 1* and 55, 93, 

moadoned worth lOO,DOQ euh. Slh^ on a pnjn31iil napr^iofl in tho Hr. ThniiLaa, 
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15. Mr. Fausboll bae also pubHsbed froio tiniis to time 27 other jataka stories,^ but m 

those no mention is irmdo of money. I paas on therefore to the eoiniiic'titary itself, in which the 
above stories are indadci It commence with ft short history of provlouB Btiddbas, and then 
gives a snccinot biography of Gnutanm Uuddhsi- In the former n rieh man says of hia aDceatorst 
'when they went to the other worH take with them even one kahipanftj^ and 

ka/itifianai and leaden pieces are mentioned ornong other kinds of wealth.® In the Intter 

it la said that Ves^ntani'a mother gave him nt his birth a parse eon taming 1000* and S'ldaka 
is Baid to have been bom in n family worth 87 kotis.^ Bnddha^ gives Kisfigotwn! a neckhice 
♦worth B hundred thousand,' and Au^tbapiadika b said to have paid 18 kotis of gold (!) for 
the ground on which he built* at a further cost of 18 korisp the Jetavono, the first Buddhist 
raonastciy'.* It h noteworthy that the only mention of gold kah^pauas should be in this 
Into voraion of an early legend* and in the commentator referred to iibove (§ 13). 

16. In Buddhaghosha'a commentuTy on tlie Saajiifta Nikftyay writ ten hi the ooriy part of 
the fifth century, king Kappina, a contemporary of Buddha* is said to have given 1060 to certain 
merohants;^ and in his eommontjuy on the DIiaiumapodEi (Fausholl, p. and comp, p, 236) 
he coutrajfte a thousand ' with a kAkanik^, which is the some as the gunj& (below, § 2^3). 

17. lu another of Buddhaghoslm^a commentaries is tho following passage * ' On that occasion 

the bliikkhus (mendicants) of natives of ^Yajji, on the Uposatha (Sabbath) day in question, 

tilling a golden hasiu with water and placing it in the mltbt of the assembled mendicants, thus 
appealed to the updsakos (lay disciples) of WeaSli who attended there: ^ Beloved^ beatow on the 
order either a or a half, or a quarter of one* or even the value of a ijjdsa/® It would 

soctu from this passage that Buddhaghoaha considered the tiidsn as less than a quarter of the value 
of the kahdpaim, and which form has not yet been found elsewhere, is, I suppose, the same os 

It fthould bo noticed ibat tbe seiiteoce occurs in a description of the Second Council 
106 veara after Gautama's death, which councih some think there la miaon to bdieTe, never 
actually took place; and that the Mahiyausn* describing the same event* only mentiona kabSpanaa. 
But tliat there waa roiiio such heresy there can be llttlo doubt, os Afoka in the eighth Girnar 
edict talks of honouring Theras wdth gold*® 

18. In thb passage of the Mahtvansa, which is a little hter, *geld and other coba^^ ore 
mentioned b Tumour's translation as one of the esceptlons which the Wajjimi herotica allowed 
themselves, only 160 years after the TeacheriB death* to hb comprehensive rule that the members 
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of his order were mi to receive geld or Silver; but the origtoal ha& rimplj" *goldp etc,/ though 
umnediately afterwurds it states that the mendieante even wcat bq ihi- aa to cell upon the laity 
to give them ^kah&pa^^' 

Further on in the Mah&Tunsa a brahmin named Pandula give* Chifta's son 100^000;^ 
King Dush^ O&ma^ (n.a ldl-137) givea a soldier lOOO* and afterwards 10,000;* Wasabha, a 
nobleiuan in Duah^ G&mani's reign^ gives another soldier 10,000;* Duahta G&nnmJ rewards 
a famous archer mth a heap of kub^paipas large enough bo btiry Ms arrow;* and when he 
huilcla the Maricawatti d&gaba he mahes presents valued at 100,00ft and 100ft, and spends 
altogether on that spot 1ft fcotis, on the Brazen Palace &0 koris* on the Ruwaiiwmli D4gaha 
lOOO koda, and 100^000 on the sacred Bo^ttee,^ The same king rewards the architect of the 
hlah4thupa (new called the Ruwanwa?li D4gaha) with a suit of clothes worth lOOO, a Bplendid 
pair of slippers and 12,000 karsh&pai[;ias, and deposits 10 laka of k4rshipai;ias for the workmen's 
wages,* He had previoualj deposited 32 laks of Atrnnfim for the wage* of the workmen at the 
Lobapr&s4dn/ and he afterwards sends to a monk at Fijangahip among other things* two robes 
worth 1000, and the moidc accepts them,* Dushta Gamani's successorp Sardhd Tishyu (n+c* 137-119), 
is said to hnvo rebuilt the Brazen Falaco at a coBt of nine laks*^ and Mm flon and successor spent 
four laks for similar parposea.“* King ^leihfinlgnp sumaiticd the Ltirge-toothed {a.o. 0), spent six 
laks on the monkBp^^ and the wife of the prime minister of Subha GO) gives a youth named 
Yosablin lOftO/* and he becoimng iing presontB IftOO to the JlnhivihAm monastorj** and land 
worth a lak to Abhayagirip and Lis queen pays a Ink for Lmd on which to build onotber/* King 
Tissn (a+o, £09) gives 1000 monthly to the monks, and his successor gives them cloth of the 
value of two laks,'* King Sangha Tissa {a.d. 242) put four gemm worth n Ink on thc%,mimmit of 
tbo Ruwnnwncli D&gabap^* and Jettha Tiis^ hpent 16'millions on the Brazen Palace.^* tTndcr 
the reign of Mahusena {A.m 284) occurs the phraseliable to a fine of a hundred^;” and also 
the remarkable statement that that king gave to a thousand monks a thcrQvMu w^orth lOOO.^* 
MeghavaiTja spends a lak m honour of the arrival of tbo Tooth^roUc about a,»* 310.^* Finally 
Dhatusena (A.n, 45fl)~in wkese reigu hlaliin&maj the author of the Mah&vansa, wrote—is re¬ 
corded to have given 1000 in order to make the Bipuvansa public,® ami to have spent a lak 
on the sacred Bo-tree,*' 

19. Lastly, in the Mah&vansa T(k4p a commentary on the ^Mali4vaim written by the author 
himself, occurs the curious passage pointid' out by Mr. Thomas,^ where it is said that Chfimifcya^ 
afterwards the minister of Cbandra-^gupta, hut then, cirrn b.c. 33ft, a private mdividual, * eon verted 


I PAli Bata-mhuiiai^ Mall. p. fiL 
^ Hkuuin Biul diiM^iAHAtn, Mub. p. 130; 
LOp lip LiOt Ip S,4. Buiibu O^inA^i apr^balil^r 
vua'dftaid Aboutlmlf ft iMiii dX 

imparU«« tor <H6x parp^mt. 

* DtUMbniftKia^ Mall. j42p 
Eiib4pa^e?bi kn^tnm taub iuitto npnr^pan 
CMd^ptfirkfia d4pui PbuBodiirfttfJi UiM llluil^?. 

—3lRh. IfiT* 6. 

« MaIi. U; ISi, IGfrp 2, 0; i9J!p 8. 


• Hall. lU, T*ll. 

^ Mftb. 103,2- 

■ I77p a. 

* Mflb. 200, ]0. 
ICftb. 201, 20^2. 

u Mib. 2l4p LO. 

lEftb. 31 Op L2. 

^ ^oIl. 223p 10,14. 

llflll. 2<a, S, 
u Mail. 329, 4. 


« MfttL 233p 10, 11. 

^ Stub. 234,13 (Satiin 

** ilftfa. 137* IL C«mp. CWMen" Diet. 

iLtR tAOb. 

Mfth. 241, 13. 

^ Milk m, 14. 

Mak SAg^lO. 

^ Apr. Inil. WBi|-bt9, p. 41 ^ Tuniottr j 

p. il. 
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FC^SMATA OITENTALIA. 


(by rMomiDg) e«cb kaLApAM into and tbus amaased SO kotia of kub&pnna^. As nil 

iitiitoinents by MahAn&mn regnrdiiig tliis early period miist be used with the greatest eaution^ the 
poHsege can only be received a^ evidleEce, not of what CbAnakya did* but of what MahftnAaia 
thought likely* Even sOp it is very strikidg. In the passage referred to on the next page 
(p. xli), it is proljuble that the Plli original for Tumour's expreasion 'a tlionsand kuhApanos* 
was siniplv pahasaam* *a thousandth just as a kop and a bik are mentioned at the top of page xl. 

20* Such works as were produced in Cejdoii bctweeis the fifth and the twelfth eentury have 
been so far lost that no hofik now extant can be ussjgnotl Milli certainty to that period ^ but 
in a very ancient inscriplion at 3Iihintaloi of which 1 inade a copy, meiitioii is made of an 
aka, fdS. aksha, of gold (the akshu being the ^nme as the kaiidia)^ and of the kalandup which 
IS the same as tho dhiimnap and tKiual to eight akas.^ The inscription records a lengthy order 
made by King Slri Sang Bo for the rcgulution of the Tetnplo property at Mihintale. There 
w ere several kings of that title, and the inscription is ascrilicd by Dr. Goldschmidt to Mohindu 
III. (.^.n. 1012}, 

21. In addition to these notices from Ce 3 dDn literaturcj a passage of Pliny should ho mentioned, 
where it is stated that a traveller in the reign of Claudius was carried over to Ceylon from the 
Persian Gulf by unfavourable winds. The King of the place where he bnded, and which he calls 
Hippuros, seeing some of his Homan coins, w^as astonished that the deiiaiii should weigh the same, 
although the different figures upem them ahow'cd that they were stmek by dlfierent persons.* 
It is very doubtful whore IHppums may be; possibly it was in the north of the ishuid, and 
the King would then be the Tamil ruler over those parts, tho provimu; of Juffm having been 
at that time, and for long ufterw'ards, an independent, though perhaps tributary State. If 
the exact motive for the King's astonishinent has heeti accurately preserved in itifi v^ry fiecondary 
evidence, tho negative ijoncluslon might be drawn that tho art of coining wua very Httlo ad^vinccd 
about the commencenicnt of our era in tho neighbourhood of Ilippuros; and perhaps the positive 
one that the people thereabouts used pieces of copper of unequal weights, and with various marks 
upon thenip m a medium of exchange. This is not inconsistent with the notioos in the Ceylon 
books, and may therefore be taken os confirmatorv' evidonce i but much stress cannot be laid upon 
It, as our iuforimint may have been miRled. The motives of Indian rAjos are by no moans easily 
ascertained, even when they are speaking to people who understand their lEinguage. Ai\A the other 
details stated by Pliny are so evidently iocorrect—he says, for instance, that the King's palace 
alone contained 200,000 peopk—that no rellunce can be placed on the accuracy of hia report. 


I Clortigli n]ft iht kakniis h Oia weijlt ef 24 mfera wedi =S(I 
gnuu And 1 frartidlk. 
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idEbtifj nipEMTH with Kydirti Mild, ea lb# N*W. hAaI, i. 
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nwfw TTon* Hill; Boehart ideatiaflf ft (Citwiffr. Sicr. tt&L L 
p. 46} with OpHir, whkb Q«il. Cnnuaj^hAQi pJiim at tba 
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if. p. 10 L}. Dl thettf 1 wcvuld prrkr Loaenik o^ainioa ^ fnr 
tboDgh Kudirei majr he a Modtm numii, it mqj oka ba a 

tmlijiljituxtl of A mure tUlciirtU atui^ Itort the point ii OA J^t qnitfl 
uUDtsTtaiii. 
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22. Wc have thxiB derived onough clata from Ao few fnigmenta of BuddliSst litcmture ae yet 
published to render Ao hope reasoruible tlmt we shvll lie™fteri when tho whole of it haa bceomo 
nceessiblo^ be able to decide moat of the poiuta at present doubtful regarding the coinage of 
Magadhji in the timo of Ae PiUtkoAh and of Ceylon iu Ao dfth century* i\t present we can 
only sum up as follows tho facts ascertained and Ao conclusions deducihle from themp 

In Ae JTorAorn Buddhist literature coina have only os yet been found mentioned in works 
of uncertain but very late date 3)^ In Ao Southern Buddhist litcrnture we have Ae kaA&pim^f 
and the Le. 'quarteri' distinctly iiscd m the Pitakas themaclYes—'tbough each only in one 
pasaigc—as measures of value (§4^ +^), and bu}"mg and soiling by moans of gold is uicntionod (S 7J. 
In Kacc&yana's GirammaT the word kahdpma is once UBcd^ apparently us Ae name of a weight * 
and the expression, ^ bound for a hundred,^ implies the o^LMence of ^mo ivell^knoTni measure of 
valuL\ which probably, though not concludvelyi wus the (S lo Ac Pitiuiokkhnj 

besides a reference to transactiotis A which gold and silver urocDncemed (§ 11), wc have the dijitinct 
mention of the or * coppor ^ as a measuro of value {% 12). In the iiftb century oominentaries 

we find the words kaMpanti and (which otiginally meant a weight) oxphiined us iitimes for 

piccca of money on w'hich images or figures w'ere stamped or ntarkei Both are iiflcd in the 
JAtiikaa and leaden piece, in Ae Jat 4 ika commentary^ where kMpanfi is used in o pasaige 
referring to the time of Gautama 13-^17). In tho aarlior portions of Mahanimii^« history, 
ti'here many of the statements ore not trustworthy, the kf^Mpana and Ainfl/fwa are mentioned, and 
tbreuAout hJs work there are references to a * hundred/ a Mhonsond/ a Men thousand, a lak^ 

c 

and a koti (ten alUitui), as if tkese were recognized weights or sums (§ 18J, In tho conuncataiy 
oil the suno work fuinilDr expresaions oro used, and we ore told tliat n private individual^ converting 
each kahfipo^ into eighty anuissed eighty kotlji (S 19). We havot tboreforOj no f^dence in 
JtuddList literelure that in ilogodha heforo the time of Asoka, or in Ceylon before tho fifth 
contuTV A.n,, there were any coins proper, that is, pieces of inscribed money struck by authority. 
On the other hiuid wo have no statements Inoonsistont with tho existence of such coinage j and wo 
have sufficient evidence that pieces of metal of certain weights, and probably marked or stamped 
bv tho persons who mado them, were used as ft medium of excbiiigo; and that some common 
forms of this money hod acquired recognized niimca. These results lire subiiamtially in accordance 
with tho general course of Mr. Thomas’s argunieiit (/m. fit. pp. 33-44), ^Treo coins in our modem 
flcnse’* ura not mentioned in ony Indian work certainly pre-Buddhistic, but ' circulating monetary 
weights'» wore in use long before. Tlic oldest coins found in India, whose dates con be even 
approximately ascertained, are not older than the first century b.c., and wore ulmost certainly 
struck in imitation of tho Greeks.* Into the general question, however, I do not enter: my object 
has been a much humbler one, vix. to state clearly such evidence as te coins or money os is 
obtuinahlo from the published P4U texta 

1 On£A hJI»A mfiaa (j 17). * Mr rhfftnifrp Asrint JiniiiiD WelffliiBi 41* ■ XbM. p. 3ft, 

I But cdtupan Mr Thims* rotitn., PlinMp'i Ewp, voJ. i. p. 
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Kt‘iIlSliAT4. OEIiSTALlA. 


PAHT n. Weights axu Measi bes. 


23, We shall group oar notices of these in the form of a commentary on the statementa 
of Moggall&nii, who, in the mWdie of the twelfth, century, compoaod a Plili Tocabulaty rolled 
Abbidlidiiappudipik&, in imitation of the Amara Sosa. In thU work he gives various schemes 
of measiiTCfl,^ which contoin valuable information, although it will, I think, bo clear from tbo 
following poges that his tables cannot be entirely relied on, os evidence of Indian or even of 
Ceylon usage. As it refers to the pomta wo have just been discussing, we place first his 

TABLE OF WEICHTS. 


£ GaajI’- 1 Mtuki' (s Htd of the FAu«riu). 

ifi m do. I AkUu wJ of UtS ■tiyalifc- 


40 

do. » 20 

dd. - 6 
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do, = 10 

do. m S 

do. 

« 1 SuiTft^ (gdM3* 
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do. = Odd 

di>. = 200 

do. = 20 

dOr 

- 0 

■ dDi = ] , 

do. . 1 

400 

dD. = SDO 

dd. = SO 

do. = 10 

dd. 

- 2 

40,000 

do. = 20,000 

do. = 0,000 

da. = 1,000 

da. 

= 200 

do. . SO 

800,^00 

do. =400,000 

d*. = 100,000 

do, =20,000 

do. 

=4,0M 

do. = 1,000 


fio. ror ] Fhiik (fruit!. 

4ih B ICO do. 1 = I Tnib 

(acaIc'^, 

aa -2,MO do. =20 d». .>1 


Ishbnt (kad], 

24. The thick'f&ced figures arc the ones given by MoggallAna, the others being colculated 
from them. On careful inspection it will be seen that wo have here at least two tables, and 
tho CDOnoAioa between the two, which Moggollfim establishes by niokiug one phala=ilO dhanmus,* 
is ])rebab]y fictitious; for ns fur ua iXikhha the weights oro applicable to substances of great 
value and amtiU bulk, aud tho rest rib! tend to things of small value and greater bulk. It is 
incredible thot hay and gold should hove been measured by one scale. Xone of these words aro 
used in the published Phli texts in tho sense of definite weights, except perhaps p lu dn (mention 
heing made in the commentary on tho Phtimohkha* of a phaht of cond) and which word 

has been discussed above. Tho guuJA vs another namo for the rati, on which see Mr. Thomas’s 
paper, p. 10-11. The whole of this table should bo compared with those given by tho Sanskrit 
authorities,’ and by the Amara Koeha (Colcbrooke, p. 241), from which it varies ahnest throughout. 
It is curious that Moggalhba does not mention in the table the only measure of weight actnaUv 
found in use, via. the A'dro or Aij/b, a pingo-Iood; that is, as much os u mim pan parry in two 
boskets Bospended from a pole corned across his ahouldoTA* 


t Verw 2S7'2m, 1M-187, 47^4 H. 

* A PNid of Ihff ^ } 1^. 

* nnd T1ii«Grliii cft tfaji IkiddliEiftii, p. 4> I|K4^]|4 

Oif fZkJihu who hud g^|d (noit imiD i# tailcfa bc 4 iPfiAfU, wh 

df ii df tins wif^bt di 4 takn. AHtbi)/ bot wlutt plant U 
^NUit bjr nt&im ddM ddI ■ppeor dtbfir fn Okiq^b'i or in tlii 
riutcifbniir Dkiidotry. Cmnp. dwY# f £ [mi tli« dwl} itnd J 17^ 

* So lEHd 4t Dbp., ppw W. Cnmp^ Ane. Ind. W, p. 34. 


* It tt dttri(xtei ihml m Mfkbti'i tib!e, on tho jp plLbiu 

Anc. lofL Wd^ti, p, 3P, notfl 4, 
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MAkirn tbe wet^l iwuldr. 

’ Cofehitwtw, Aiair* K«b, p. 241, bwI Eaqn («d. CowbID, 
pp. ThoHiAi. be, Ht, p. 13 . 
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25. We JMIS3 on to MoggalMna^a sclieme of the 

ItEASCRES OP LENGTH, 

FBTAin^ai mi Amu. 

A^IU ml Tijjbi 

Tftjj ^ i Btitbiiv^eL 

36 Bdiliiuti^tti >= 1 likilib, 

I Hkib&i =i Ukl^ 

T irt^ =^i 

7 DIuMainliMf »1 AngitU* (fiu^ joists 
Anfuljif ■ 1 VlditLlil (*pia]. 


24 

de. 


dfi. 

m 1 [euMtt f4lrs&TtIl}=hitt!LA^ = kdb'ka- 

16S 

do. 

^ It 
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a 7 do. = 1 Teubl (polHp icnJkip;; itiok). 

[«7S 

do. 

» m 
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= M, ^ 4 do. = 1 AbblwiifcBja [pileTTrif)P 
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= 11,266 do. =1,660 do. ^ 466 do. ■ 80 do. ^ S GtTiita (nimdow). 

l,070p200 

dop 

^&9,6ClC 

dv. 

=44.S6C do. do. » 1.660 do. -S26 do. - 4 do. - 1 Tojtmt. 




AUo It ime* 167, 6U, a |iMd«dOC bvw-]tns:tbi.^ 


26. Of these names none above anffiib have ns jet been found in actual use as measureSp and 

the same remark applies to kukku^ (huI kmfi. Vidatthi (the ^jmn) has been found in tbe 

r&timokkha, the rest occur onlj in the Htemtuno of the fifth centurj after Christ. The Uhshu 
occurs as a measure of weight in Jlr. Thnr!ijis''H tabtct p. 13| and most of the above names as measures 
of length in his table at p* 31* where Sanskrit calcnktions* greatIv differing from the above PiU 
ones, will be found. Taking the vidatthi* or spun at Sj to 9 inches, and the ratann^ or cubit, 
(which should be measured from tho elbow to Ac end of Ac hW^ finger only, see i 30) at from 17 
to 18 metes, the yojona* according to MoggalMna'a scalc^ would be equal to betwoen 12 and 12J 
miles, and this is tbe length given by Childers j but I think it is certain thut no sueh scalo m 
3Ioggallana here gives was ever practically used in CeyloiL The finger |oirit, span, and cubit, 
may have been used for short lengths; Ae usabha for longer ones; the gSvnta and jnojana for 
puAs Of roads; but I doubt whether any attempt was made in pitietico to bring those different 
measures into one scheme. 

27. In trying to draw up such schemes, MoggalHna has been compelled to make arbitrary iw- 
eumptions* and to put in iiuagiiiary meosuresp to which he has given the names he found in the 
Sanskrit lexicographere* without troubling himself much wheAer he changed Acir relative values 
or not. As regards the larger meaMirea of lengthy I have noted Ae following few passages; it Is 
only from a comparison of lists of such passages, making them os complete and accurate as possible* 
and uUowmg due weight to Ac various ages and countries of the auAora, that a trustworthy 
estimate can be formed of Ae sense m wAich Aeae measure were toolly used. 
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28+ Diflrt>gimliiig the casca in which Kapilavtietu is mentioned—concerning the site of which 
place there is still sotne doubt—the uTemge of the list is rother less thim eight miles to the 3 "o|juia. 
IVhtit is of more iroporUmee^ n careful cousidenition of those data which are mo^^t eertnin leada to 
u fiimik r result. Among these the two last ore the most important^ Ftt Ilian viinted Anui^ilhnpuni 


^ In aych cw jiboMt fnie-fiitli hoM b^cn lAdHl lo Bltaw for 
ibi beliwm tk* dinrfc difftsHfli mii tlib distiuiec hj 

rpaAi er jdthi. 

■ Spcnc# hm Kill qraflily bi4 tpLmJitMl Oil sliiriAftni 

Lato biiImh raetwiiftff tlift jxi|uia at IB inUs; ph ICOp whtrt 
4S0 tailH in oiup i<iiiE<iie«s30 j^jtnJi in tb« nut ; tnd lee 


p. m. Bidp pp, thfr Et&Ufii Cif plaeai m Iho 

wiffj heftwm^ thi*« two towni^ but Miflpflrt for. dt. 

* TilO pU»f m tbfl cotiUi m bf nnrdjp M. p. 333, 

* Thii diptance li qniteinwfiiiitc&iw^ 

e-ealioA of Snnlama^ Anekat p- ^Si^wiib w^bidi^ how^Tcr, 
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about 413 A.D., when Malian&ma^ tHo aiithoi- of the Mahavansa, must have l>e!cn still a lad. As he 
did not himjself visit Adames Peak, bis fitateaieat that it was fifteen yojanas from Antirddliapiim 
must have boon derived from tho monbs there^ and—there being no doubt os to tbo aotnal distance 
— ifl very good evidonco of tho valtio they attached to the word* Still more truetwortby is the 
condasion to be drawn from Xo- 29. Tho AmbobUbi-kola Lena mentioned by Mab&n&ma is well 
known to be the sit© of the etilLcelobmted Ridi TVihiira in the Kurmurgalii district,^ and its 
distance from Anurudhapnra must have been well known to tba monks at the Litter place ; the 
path from one to the other lay through the then rao^t papulous part of CayloDi and is perfectly 
easy. In No. 10 we have to chooso between four different Ale:£andriiLB, not one of which at all 
agrees with the distimco given:* and as regards No* 18p on W'hicb ChllderH lays so much stress, 
though General Cunningham has fixed the sit© of Siignla without doubt^ Kashmir" seems to 
mu to be a very vague term* Nothing is known of the date of the author of Miliiida Panhn, in 
which the etatement is founds or of the sources of his information; and the bdundury^ of Kashmir 
was constantly extending and eontmeting In tho direction of Sagaia. It is true that the seat 
of government usually Bxed at about the same place, namely, at and near Sri Nagaru; but 
os thia ia 130-100 miles from Sugtila, the yojana would then equal about 17^ milea, which is 
so highly unlikely to have been intended, that we may safely reject the mt<irpretation. In 
No. 1 the distance given In the books is not from Benares itself, but from the Migadaya garden 
near it> where Gautama preached his first sermon, and which probably lay, according to Cunning- 
liam, about half a yojana to the north of the town. 

29. The conclusion to which I come is that we have no data as yet for dcterniining the sense 
in which the word yojana is used in the Three Pi pikas; that in the fifth-ccuturj Puli literature it 
moans between seven and eight miles* and that the traditions preserved by Ceylon authors of 
that date os to distances m North India in the time of Gautama agree pretty well, except in the 
coses of Kapilavastu and Saukassa, with the sites fixed by General Cunningham* 

30* Moggalldna"* further gives id/a, and pad^ta as names of a short span; but in the 

only passage given by Cliilders where tila fwhich means palmyfu-irec) is used to express length, 
it means ^^tho height of a polm-tree.^" The other words have not found in tho texts^ I 
presume Moggall4na means the three wortls to express the length when the hand is extended 
from the end of the thumb to the ends of tho three centre figtireg respectively, mdnifki being 
tho nomE for the ordinary epaii to the end of tho fourth or little finger* Finally^ Hoggallina 
gives® V^dma as the length a man can stretch with both anus, that is, a fathom ; and Pori#a 
(Uterally manliftcfis) ua tho lougth a man can : reach up to whon his arms are held over his bead. 
Tho latter docs not seem to have been m actual use; on tho other hand yuyii, a yoke, la used to 


1 Son- Tartufor in t}i.s And cDltiprlffl Mali^fiau, 

p, 1^71 vith (U Zopa^f suctroiml qt Bidi WibtuiL iu hii Beport 
m T^niplo !ibi'uifi«t 

■ For AtrjxwidrU Oplane «« Ctifliunghum*! AbHeiu &Eojnipby 
nt India, vdI. i p, i4, aad fcT llie ikttt otbin dOi Stap V+ p. 104* 
^ Ai wkiD l^tesw OLiUtn, m bii lookiiipuiL 


the fajjuuL about ijqaitiJimtto tirdTo he u fnllDwinif 

tbota^^h he cspecull^ iftttoa™ No, 1^, eo abo 
wbpn thq DnrmtHfl nulifi al = n| aiilta [tc&ta Bod. Far. 

p, 42), ihii pFobablj rests on *0IIW fltdilar oaleotataoia. 

^ VeTM 20 Thi?-j ir* flita in tho Auiaia 6,2,54* 

A VcTH 209; iLod Ko DhiLktv, 
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NUMISMATA OirENTALIA, 


express lengtli^ fmd Spence Hartlv midcra it the dislaujce of n plough or nino ^ 0-7 

feet); and h 0 iffisj}d^ot ctiTB (PiitimoltklLa^ I)iek$oii^ P- J Kaiifehi YitojanJ^ Minaycff, p. 98) in 
Ihe flense of 2^ ciibita, 

31. At tho end of hia flchenie of mcAsm^ of length, Moggall4nn states that a karita is equal to 
four ammanas fa superficial meaimre). Karisn seems to ha™ been the measure of extent really m 
use in Ceylon in the fifth century; it is used qtiite independently of nmma^a (-which does not occur 
as a measure of extent till much later). Eight karkias are mentioned in the MaMTansa, p. 221* 
1.40, in tho eommcntciries to the BhatmoapiMk (p, 135), and to the J4taka (p* 94,1.24); sixteen karims 
in the MEdtivonsa fp, IM)* and in the J&taka cotumentary fp. 94/1. 22) j and again one huitdml 
m tho Mahavonaa, p. 61, None of thoso passagos giro any clue to its size; hut if tho 
tradition preser^'ed by Moggall4na be corroet, it would be equal to about four acres. Like all other 
Coylon measures of extent, it is deriTcd, not from any measure of lengthy but from a measure of 
capacitVj the Tamil karfsu, explained by Wmslow to be a dry measure equal to four hundred 
nmrakk&K or according to soma equal to two hundred paras* It was not till after the arrival of 
tho Eumpeans that tho Sinhalese had any exact measure of extent: they mmmred fmd bff 

ike quantity o/ Khtch coM he eotrn in it; and tho peasantry do so still in practiccj although 
in some of tho more advanced districts they occasionally use English meaBurcs in their legal 
documents* One result of their mode of measurement is that each measure varies according to the 
nature of the groimd, and the kind of seed used. Thua a p[ela ^ of land on very dry soQ^ where 
rico will not grow, or on a hill-side, where the seed has to be sown very sparsely, is larger than a 
pdJa of muddy or low land, where tho ordinary rice wdl grow very thickly* To odd to the 
confusion* the dry measures of capacity difler in different districts, not only different names being 
generally used, but the same name in different senses*^ 

32. This was doubtless the cose also in tho twelfth ccntUTT» when MoggaU&na draw up tho 
following tahlo of 
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Aloo 11 Bopa mr 1 Ammo^Bj pad lO* AMmo^a ^ 1 Eutnbbii.* 

[ (cart loud). 


33. Of those none of those marked * are used in the sense of a measure in the published 
texts, unless tho statement in Eaccdyaim (Senart, p* 155) that a cfoii^ h less than a khdrl can be 


^ Mfstial BujML pi. £«tELp. jHckioD, PAdjnalckbcw p. 
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coDsidered as m example of the ot khari; but curioualy enough kMri occurs at J4takap p. 9. 
lines 15, 24 as a measure of weight. Sloggallinu fellows the current Sanskrit tables escept 
in the data regarding the vdhu^ mmoii^i and kumbha; and in the oinissioa of the measures 
less than tho pasato, by which the Sauakrit tabloa establish an artibcial connosion between this 
bible and tho tables of weight.^ The ammana (Sinhalese amuii^ai Tamil ambaua} now varies in 
diderent parts of Ceylon from five to ^ven bmdiclfl and a half. In the Mohlvansap pp* 174^ 157^ 
an uuiniiina of sand is mentionod; at Jit* 33 an mumaria of kahapaijias; and at J^toka^ p. 62p 
line 15, we am told of u mattmas mEule of on onunana of jasmiao and other flowers, 

34. In the coinmeutary on the PAtijnokkha* occurs tho followdng interesting passage: 
* Them aro threo kinds of begging bowls^tho high iKJwb the middle Ixjwh and the low bowl. 
Tho high bowl takes half an dihafnit of boiled rice (or the feurth of that quimtitj of uncouked 
rico) and a suitable supply of curry: the middle bowl takes a nSiJ^d * of boiled rice (or the fourtfa 
of that quantity of uncooked rice) and a suitable supply of curry ; the low bowl takes a paiiAtt of 
boiled rico (or the fourth of that quantity of uncooked rice) and a suitable supply of currj\ From 
some places the high bowl cannot be protriired, from withers the low bowL In this passage * tbree 
kinds of IxjwLs* meanB three eisfea of bowk?; 'takes half an 6]baka of boiled rice' means takes the 
boiled food made from two nalis of dry' rice of tho Magadhu n&|i^ In Uic jlndba Commentary * a 
3Iaga<lha n&ji is s^ud to be 131 baudfLils The uaji m ubo in the island of Cevlon 

is larger than the Tamil one* llie Mugadlui n^ji is the right mcasnm. It is said in the Great 
Commentary that cue Sinhalese n&li is equal to 1| of this Magadhu n&li,^ It is clear from the 
above passage that MugguU&na^s i^bome, in which the luittha is made tho same os the n4|h will not 
apply to the fifth-ecniury bookn. The ndji was u liquid as well m a dry nieosurep for a ni|i of oil 
is mentioned at Mahavansa, p. ITT, L and a nili of hiuiey at Mab^vunsaf p, 197* 1, 1, At Jataka, 
p, 98, 1. 5, Gautama tells a householder to listen, giving ear attentiTe!j% as if bo were filling a 
guldnu n&li with lion's marrow ! The original meaning of the word is pipt or md, then tho joint 
of a Ijoiubu, and hence the measure^ either dry or liquid, which such a joint would contain; or, us 
n measure of extent, the apace over which the t^'ed contaiued in such a measure could be sown.^ As 
the aizo of different bumbus diflemch we efui uiidersmnd the origiu of tho diffemnee in the dKo of 
the measures* In Smisskrit, though neither nadi nor ndli have acquired the meaning of a muaaum 
of capacity, nS(|j is given in the Ko^ as a measure of time** The corresiiondliig m€]asuTc of 
capacity in Sunakrit is prustba, to which in the Petersburg Dietionaiy many different vuluea urn 
asaigntd, inter that of four Xuduvas; and it is curious to notice that Colebrocke (Essays, vol. 
ii, p, 535) mcDtioua a ‘Magudliu praathu,* which the Tibetaits also use (Tdrandtha, p, 3r5), The 
Sinhalese word iS meliya,^ w^hicb Clough exphiins aa * tbreo pints, wine meusuro:’' tho Tamil is 


^ S« Thonifli^ ke. fl'i, p, 20, and Ce»]ebrt»itifp Aiparfl Kmhf^ 
p. 242, wbem 20 DitT>*i = l ; and 10 Kimibim (It. 200 

nEid upt 320 Dri^Ri}F7l YSha, Compari Coklsrwkfl'i Eaa.yt, 
toL iL pp, i Minajefl, p. fll OH 10 , IS. 

* Tlltt emnrn u fla nbjL ^ Jbtakd^pp, I24-120L 

* Scfl MinajL^i P6.tiikiDLkha^ p. Tiii, nMi 11, toid 

pivpEr on tbe gd^ nf iLg Uuddhkt in tJae 


JffnTTial of tlie BoyiL A^Jatlo Soricly for 1&71, 10 (of tb# 

Kpurtiio fiditignk 

^ CoEnp.Wibiunt Gloaflazt', Trailt^i Ueport on KmnSga, 

Ai. Bci. xir. 
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Window explains ns tlie eightli part of n Ininmdi or mamklcaL Pinally^ in tlie 
insoription referred to above {§ 20)^ /r/nyn, and ptifja are used ns measurea of extent; tbe 
kiriyn being four ammmiias; nnd fidammd^ and pats nro used as measures of capacitj' i tke 

pnta being the aaine as pa^atUp n bnndM, and stated by Clough to bo tho eighth of a aeer* that is^ 
the 2dGtb part of a btiahcl, while the aduman4 is probably another name for the n4|i. 


PAET IIL 


SKETcnt 0? rtiK IltsTonv of Ceyxon v^mR those Kexgs whose Coins are extastJ 

35* About five centuries before Christ the idand of Ceyloa waa colonis^ed by Arym set tiers 
from Orisaa. On their arrivul they found the country bihabitcd by a people whom in tbdr 
histones they calle^l Taksbas or devils, and who were prohsibly of Dratidian raccj aUbough their 
nationality has not yet bocn^ and probably never will be, ascertained wf th ccrUiInty*^ The isiand was 
convortotl to Buddhism La the middle of the third century b.c. by ^tahendra, the son of Asoka the 
Great; but was very soon afterwards invaded by the Tamils, wbo held the whole of the Northern 
plains for more than half a century* From that time do™ to the fourteenth century the history 
of Ceylon is the history of the struggles of the Aryan islimders to hold their own ngaingt the ever- 
ineroasing numbers of the Dm vidian hordes. Twelve times the Tamils became imistora of the 
plains^ and twelve times the Sinhalese issued forth again from their mountain stroughohls and 
drove their enemies back across the sea. But coeh victory left the victors weaker than before. 
They felt they were fighting apiinst overwhelming odds, and gradually withdrew the seat of 
government further and further south, until the long struggle was terminated at Wt by tho 
devastation of tho country; and the rich plains from the peninsula of Jaffna in the extreme North 
to the Northerly Etpursof the Central hills relapsed into their present state of almost deserted jungle, 

36. In the last years of the tenth eeiittiry tho Choliaiis had been obliged to quit the iskmcl; 
hut in the year 1050 they ag?iin invaded Ceylon, and though the King had Qcd to the hills m the 
Souths they captured him and his Queon, and carried them prisoners to the peninsula. As soon as 
thej^ turned their bocks, the mountomeera, aa uimal, redisserted their independence; and while tho 
plains were governed by tho Gtolian viceroy, the InlU were ruled by u son of the copturod King 
named Kisyapa. The King died in captivity, but his son immcduitely pmdaimed hiinsctf Eija of 
Ceylon, and was making groat prcparetiooB to expel the Chobanj^ when ho was token Hi and died* 
lUways dependent on a vi Bible head, the Sinhalese were at once thrtiwn into disorder. The young 
son of Kfci'apa was proclaimed King, and bis advisers sent for help to Siam—not idtogether isdthout 
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*Oa thi Imwou of SiHiili IfiOiA bj FsrfakninA tbefjrtvt/ is Lbe 
JcFtim. As. Sue., toL ilL purl 1,19/2; ^On Uis Audlcsce 
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; but tlie centnal prswer wo^ too weak to gain besarty allofrioiico; the clans retired to their 
a^nllcys; and for a time the mtionnl cause deekred to be forgotten, whilst the members of the royal 
fomriy were o^gftge^i in Bchemea against each otheCp At lajjt the riTalry broke out in open rovoltt 
and two chiefs, near rektioixs of tbo young King WuatlA-bahf^ proctaimed war against hiiiii The 
danger of the crisis showed that Wgaja-bihu had inherited his father's nwirtiai rigour^ He 
himself took the fields and completely defoated the insurgents; and at the first new's of tho victory, 
the clans Hocked to hia Htandard^ Then ensued a protracted and desultory warfare:, w-hich did not 
end till the Cholians w'ero completely driven out of the islands The King estabUsbcd his Court at 
Ihilastipurar f^^id spout the last ten ymrs of his long reign in endeavours to teatoto the irrigation 
works ou which depoudod the prosperity of the country* and which had faHen into decay under the 
rule of tho Makbars. 

37, But the unfortuiiate eountrj' was not to taste the hlcMuga of peace. Iinmediatcly ou the 
death of the Kingr the members of the royal family, who lliought only of their own interests^ began 
to quarrel for the possession of tho throuoj and for twenty-tw'o years the island was desolated by a 
civil war of tho most ruthless and dotomimeil kind. At luiigtb Parakrama BAkij (llSd)* a nephew 
of tho lata King, after a long struggle with his uneUfip and a j^hort but bitter and furious war against 
his own father, was able to crown himself King of all Ceylon, and enjoy the sweet sense of undis* 
putod power* ITo was not long m showing that that power would be nmd to a degree to which it 
had never been used before. Ho strongly fortihed his cfipital Puhwtipiira, the riirpdom Tup&w^a, built 
a splendid palace seven stories high for himself, and two others five stories high for priests and 
dovotoea. Then he kid out a }:Kirk near his palaeo. and bmlt in it a hall for the coronnliou of 
kings, and near it a brick temple, w^hieh he called the Jetaw'oiidraninJ At tho ollior end of the town 
ho oonstmeted also a splendid stone temple for the worship of tho TJudiiha—a building w hich, carvwl 
out of the liolid rock, is* even bi its ruins, a lasting memorial of tho skill and taste of tho workmen 
he employed. In a few years he had succeeded, partly by ta.vtitioa^ partly by ctmipuisory kkiur, 
in making Pulastipum one of tlm strongest and most beautiful cities in India j and bo succeeded 
also ill rousing into rebellion a nation always distinguiBhed for it* w^ondroua paticncD under the 
oppression of its kings.* The insurrection was put down after a protracted struggle, causing gTeat 
dcstruetiou of life and property, and a severe example w'as made lUiiong the imurg^te* tho leaders 
being impaled, beheaded and ethenvise punished. Once more unrivalled at hoine* this able auil 
ambitious despot now turned his victori<»us arms agaiuai the Kings of KamlKija and Bdmpuya,"'* 
undeterred by the cnormoua riak and didiculty of Kcuding a fleet of tniuRports 1500 miles from 
homo to the further rido of the upon Bay of Bengal. It may well he doubted whether auv 
other moiuirch in Europe or Asia w‘ouid at that time have couceived ao daring an idea, or, if he 
had* oould have carried it to a ^ccessful issue. The Cnisodera curried their arniA about m far ; 
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but they either nuirehed through countried for the meet part friotiiily^ or sailed aloDg the Slodi- 
temmoon, whoee turnieroufi idanda could afford them focsd und shelter; ttr^ d though they uccoui' 
plishod mueb which they did uot intend, they foiled in the object they prop6$od. About 1176 
A.D. the Smholosio fleet arrived aofuly at its destination^ and completely ceaqueted E^kadyipa and 
Il&fn&nya, taking tho Kings of those conatrics, with their ininiatera, prisouars. The latter was 
restond to his throne on the monks intcrccdiDg for him and on his moking full sabmission i 
but the King of K&kodvipa died m cuptivity in Ceyloni 

38* Soon afterwords the P&ndiun King PBrikrama, of the city of Maduru, appcolcd to hia 
^Sinhalese namesake for help against his suzerain Kulasekhara, who was preparing to attack him. 
Tho fluttering request was received with fttvour* and a Sinhalese army vms to invude and 
lay waste the territories of Kulasekhnra, that King being taken prisonerp and his son Vim- 
raised to the throne os a vos^l of Parycranui B4hm About 1180 the troops adyaaecd 
also against Chola^ and after an obsimato \mT took and destroyed the fitrougly fortifled capital 
Amatdvatt^ and then retumed to Ceylon rich uith booty and tribute. Meanwhile the King at 
home had keen still further adding to the rdigbus and royal buildings at bis capital, and had 
imdertakcn some of the largest and moat difliciilt engmeering ivorks which the mind of hlbh 
had them conceived. Ho construeted inland lakes ton* twenty^ even forty miles roimd (cme of 
tlicm colled ‘the Sea of PardkTajnafed from tho principiJ rivers of Ceylon by broad nod 
deep canals which also united these lakes to one unother and to the principal towns, whilst 
smaller canals conducted their waters to extensive and fertile tracts of amble lanA It may 
perhaps bo doubtful whetbor all of these works were worth the immense labour which they 
must have cost; but as the labour was probably compulsory^ w'hihft a tax in kind of one-tenth 
of the produce was ccrliiinly leried on all the irrigated hind, tho schemes no doubt beneflted the 
royal exchequer^ w"hile they throw addltioml glory on the royal nanm Purfikrama diijd in 1186, 
after a reign of thirty-threc yoam—* the most mortiali enterprising and glorious^* saj's Tumour, 
*in Sinhalese history^; he had earned for hiiasclf undying fame, and had exhausted and 
impoverished the countiy that it was long beforo it began to recover from the effects of his 
daring ambition. 

30* Tho following table will show' the relationship of Pm-dknmia to his different rivals 
in Cey lon* 




■lav I. (10171} 




SublLdri 


MAUEyauA tV, (1C2S 4*0.) 

KEi4jrA|M trrknMiwlialiii 

Wlfi-Mtti I* (112S) Mint prinr^ 

^1 1^ ~~ 'I ^ I 

BttiL&T«U •• Mm&bitniiM Xirti ¥ii W«lbbhA 




40, Par Abmmn was succcedod by hiVnopbcw Wwaya BAirn (llSfiJi, ft-bgae cLftrecier seems to 
liavc been a eurious mixture. He is celebmted in tie priestly ebrouidss as a mest reUgioua prince, 
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who himsielf wrote letters in the ^red kngimgo to exhort the Kin^ of HAm^nyn to aid' hm 
in extending the faiths and who took great pains to administer impartial justice, and rclievetl 
the people from the oppressions under which they hod been enffering under his predecesrior. 
But it WQ 3 an intrigue with a fanner^s duughteir named Bipajii which led to his being roardcrfflt 
after a reign of only ono year, by a E^lingan named Mahindu. 

41. The throne was then seized by the cm™ prince (upamjn) Haixa (11S7)^ a re¬ 

lation of Parukrauia^^s Qucem Lildvatir ajid a son of R&ja Jayagopa of KiJingou The MohaTon?^!, 
after deseribipg at great length in eighteen chapters the striking aeta of Par&kranmi unfortunah^y 
dismisses the next sixtceti kings in one short, chapter^ and the deficiency is only partly made 
up by the interesting inscriptions referred to in the note at the commenocmctit of this historical 
sketch. It appears from these inscriptions that Ni^^anka Mulhi wtis a quiet and patriotic* if 
not very vigoroua or wifie prince* who devoted the nine short years of hia reign to internal 
reforms. He visited all parts of the island^ and Iwasted that ^siich wax the Bceurity which he 
estahliAhedi that even a woman might pass thmugh the land with a precious gem and not Iw 
asked* “"What is The means by which he accomplished this may not hnve been so 

foolish as at first right it appears. ^Ile put down robbery/ says the lluwain!iw?!i Inseription, 
*hy relieving—^through gifts of cattle and fields and gold and silver and money* and pearl«i 
ond jewelry and olotbes* as each ono desired—the anxiety of the people, impoverished 

and oppressed by the tott severo taxatJous of ParAkrama BAhu the First (which exceeded! 
those customary b}’ foituor kings), lived by robbery; for, thought he, they wish to steal only 
because they desire to live,' Be further claims to have reduced taxation, remitting entirely 
one tax—^that on hiU paiddy—which was felt as a particular hardship, and at the same time 
to have greatly improved intcrml conummication, repairing the rouda and putting up rest- 
houses along them for tho use of traveUers. ^Romoving far away the fear of poverty uiid 
the fear of thieves and the fear of oppmsrion* he mode every one in the island of Lanka 
happy/ But he laviEihed coormoufl sums on tho priesta. ITo is said, in one Inscription* to 
have spent flevm laks on the Cave Temple at Dambulla„ and forty liika on the Ruvrunwioli 
Dftgaba at AnurAdhapura ^ ^ and though these amounts are certainly exaggerated (another of 
his own inscriptioiis giving them as one and seven loks)^ he is known to have built the huge 
llankot Digaba at Pulastipum, ond the exquisite stone temple of the Tooth at the same 
place, certainly the most beautiful, though one of the smallest ancient temples in Ceylon. 

43. His son WirabAhu was killed on the day of Ms accesrioix, and Ms brother Wikmiim 
Bahn* who succeeded, suffered the same fate three months aften^ arda, at the hands of his son or 
nephew Codaoaxga (1196), who, after a short rdgn of nine months, was dethToned and blinded by 
the ministor Kirti. The minister then married LilAwatIp the widow of Parokramn, and ruled the 


( EiLHim b Ilk ‘ IfidiOe iL p. ffiiotot from tho 

Sajcou CtiTdiiJElEr ihMi in the ticuo tt WilHutii ihc Ccrtn^iuFro^ 
■ n ladcEL viih |[vld ht.rt pfUdwd tafoljr throQ^h 

Aiudl Teiinmu Harold nj ta tfaq EkI of 

Porthicit: 


*lq- unturf! MflAipi 

A m«a mnj "hKn^ poia bmrlHa «i & 
AJtal lMi¥c Ciem lor 0. JtMT, Ud waiJuiT 
Vtod ttami kfriin." 

* ron, L(l |^|d qilk^ku. 

* FuI-Wj Cpjjcni, Tol, u, p, 3i|, 
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LMJuntry in her name for the next three years. They wore m their turn OTerthrown b}'' another 
luinbftcr who first pkecd Sahara Malla^ another son (but by a diffcreiit queen) of 

It^ja Jn^ngopa, of Kolmga, on the throne^- but depcKsed and bmiigbed him after tiro years^ and 
then roiled for six years in the name of EAnTANAWATt^ the widow of Nisfonka Mulla. Her 
son (p) DiiAaMASOKA Dkvaj a babe of three months old, was the nest puppet king, but after 
governing in his nnine for a yoart Anikonga, relying on tho help of Cholian mereenarieSj put 
him to dcatbt and openly dceloTod himflelf King. But be had gone too far. Another revolu¬ 
tion or pahieo intrigue immediately took place j after a few days lie was captured and killed, 
itEitl Lilawatl wm restored to tlie throne. But before she had enjoyed ber recovered dig^ty 
for a yenr^ another insiirreeticm broke out, which ended, twenty-eight months after her resto¬ 
ration, by a Pandmn prince named Paaakrama (1211) attaining suprtiine power. IIo also nils not 
lung left tn peace. A new invasion—this timo from Kalingn^—-look place, and a barbariaii 
priiiee named MaO^a (1214) overran the ialundp pillaging and destroyirig the temples and 
opprosHing the people. 

-ly. After tyrannmng over the unhappy country for twenty-one ycars^ this despot was nttoekod 
by a young chief nmned Wija^n-lmhu, who milled round his standard the bravo inountaiiiecrs 
—'always the lost to be subdued, and the first to revolt.^ In u desperate struggle, which lasted 
three yenrs,^ they Tcgoined from ihdr oppressors first the mouutam districts, then the plains of 
Ruhiina in the Semth, and at last the capital Palfistipum and the plains of the North.^ But 
the latter city had been completely ruined, and ivben tho patriot chluf was crowned King of 
uU Ceylon, under tho title of Wpav .4 Bawu III., in 1235^ he rcmovi^ the seat of govern¬ 
ment to Dambadenia, nt the foot of the Kondum hills in the district now called KuruD95gaIa. 

44. In his long reign of twenty-four years this patriotic ruler so strengthened the eountrj" 
that w'hcn the hereditary fws of Ceylon again invaded the island, in the iime of his son Fanpita 
Faeakrama (123D)^ they met with a aignal defeat. Both those monorebs were great patrons 
of literature; and the ktter especially, who was himself a voluminous WTiter, took great pulns 
to restore the eacred hooks, many uf which had been destroyed in the time ef M%hA, and 
caused the chtuniclee of the island to be completed do^vn to his reigm His son Wjjaya Eauu 

returned to the ill-omeucfl city of Fuloslipura, and there, after be had reigned only two 
voars^ was murdered by his prime ministor, Mitra Sena. But the latter did not live to reap 
the fruits of his treason. He was liiinself assassinated shortly after, and BitUAVA^'AiKA Baku, 
the last of the kings whose eoioA are cxtanti succeeded to the vacant throne in 1296. 


* The ibis ihid ffirecit (1743 Anna Bialtihm b 1200 i-p^ Ei 

by ita iwMiiiptiQD 1 knve pqhlubed ia tTvfr JiiiQrDAli pf thu 
H.A^. ISTB, il m arU^air entitled 'Twa SinhiiJese loicnplboi; 
Thb a the inBoiptiuni bat ana fu tcI ktioira jji whkh 
Budjillia-iVAniha, enaf Biuldlie, in n]vniloiu«d ; cemp. f 64 beSow. 

* Mso eall«d Kera!» ia iha HDtb cbtplirrflf tite MativafiM, 
Trri£K Cl, 7S, of ibn liaiiui Oifflcc MS. 

4 That ituf WljufJi-bhbil wnoA not rvliitnl to aav of the preceding 
kitij:*, U prot^ the fut tbit bi bued bli Elalifi to Xha tbroEiii £hi 
]| iri Ocic^Dl fiete Sutgn SmbidAH bete oa-ii IbnUbut 


OLArlyr, who rmfoed trom. a^o. Sq DhbtlUOtil^ irbo 

eipeOiMl the PCi^Lmi murperfl in lbs S.ftb eentary, cluimed 
deifviil (torn Tim, who mfned in the Qjf^itp pp. 

2(8,154. 

* ile.p p. 337, note, thinb tbu ibnoXd be aowm ytojf. 

* WLfii eidiitluif nt lliliAtipmn, I feutid at %ho miai^ 
of the pdjiat a faUen tbb eovetvd with an inBcrlptiQii of 

Unilrr h inu ua ^Id apiw-heildi vhtcb 
muit h^vo wd, at the kimt^ at this lut nofpe of Ibt ill- 
fivlod lown, wbw ^\qtj U4od m ebort a tliibe. 
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45* List op the Kings af Cftlon from 1153-1296 a.o* 


1. Par4kniCLUi BAhu* 

2. Wijaya Biku II/ 

3. Ifis^uka MuUa* 

4* Wikninia BAIiu IL 
5- Codagiingfi* 

6. Liliwati* (qufscji) 

7* Balioiia Mollu* 

8. KalyAnxiwdti (qiieen) 

9* DhjiniiAmkii * 

10* Liliwnti (rcfitGn^} 

11. PAndi Paruknuna Baku 

13. MAgta 

13* Boinbadeniya 'Wtjayii BAhu 

14 . Dumbiidoiiiya ParAkroma 
ItO, Bosat WijAya IMhu 

16. Ilhuniiweka BAhu * 


1153 

1186 NepLew of last. 

1187 A prinoo of Kalinga* 

1196 Brother of S’is^nka Malla. 

1196 Xtphew of NififunkEi MiiHn;^ 

1197 "Widow of ParAkramn BAhu, 
1306 Brother (?) of XiR^ka llallu. 
1202 Widow of Xis^ka ITalki, 
130S 

1209 

1211 Malabar usurper. 

1214 A Ellingou priuco* 

1235 Founder of a Uew dyimfty* 
1259 Son of tho last kiug^ 

1294 Sou of tho bat king. 

1296 Brother of tho Imt kmg. 


• CoiuR are extant of tho^ monarch^ markod with a atar* 
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PART IV, DEscnirrioN op tuh Coins, 
Coins of Parakrama BAiin^ 1153-1180 a.d. 


46. The Lftnhe^trara ffold foin, Figa. L 2, 3, 4. 

On the obverao a stniuding figiire of the king; turning towards the right; in his loft band 
a lotas-fiowcrjr of a'hich Fig, 3 gives a front view, tho otbors fi aide view; in lua right hand 
apparently a weapon of some kind*^ figured most clearly in Fig. 4. To the loft of tins is 
another symbol, appearing most clearly in Fig. 4, the moaning of whieh I do not undorstand 
(? n sceptre). Tho tigum stands on the stalk of a lofus tenninatiiig in a flower to ita left [ between 
this flower and the left hand aro five dot* Ruirounded hy small circles, which again I take to be 
lotus-flowors. Fig. 3 has only four of these, Tho dhoti or cloth wnippod round the loins falls 
in folds on each side of aud between the legs** On the head of the figure h a conical cap* 

On the reverse the some figure seated. In the loft hand a lotus [there is nothing in the 


' Pnwpf cd. Tboeau, tdL L p. cnJb it ^ in ioUramrst 
^ w»dw: Ht. Tiiix^ Numljtmtttk ChrafdjdCp vol. L ivi. p. 12i^ 
it tiwqU, Uml y, tridrit. Thii it ciu tWp u U hni 

four pi4sli| iiut ttiTinij uLiadl ij difloTEat frvia tbs Iriiiits 

ia Fi{. IS. It ULfty poewibif l» A &fywer, and ii, in tSMjf MsE, ad 
muciEUt lynbuL 

* Fiini^ Bji Hiai timity muta1dn|^ thu fur s lalL bnifD (mp- 
potted the b« Eiuminbli. ’The onij Uritj^r I hare been 

able to du) Hiroc'itiiig Uui upuiiBii u disioii Cuin Ctuttf, In • 


papur ip ihi Jonnui! uf thu Cejlcvn Ariitic Sodely fur 
p. S^. It IQAJ hr ta wU lA point Mit that nmiumAti^ * the 
tEilghtr^jaw«d|- the mythkil inutile^ whu uppean ui Um 
Ejiitib|naa Jj tbe EoiniftiJ iHy nf n 4mm in hii fibliid mndpn 
nf Ceylcio, ii edMOdt EmknD'vrii Ui Sinhnlefle titmltiiep sod nai 
wnohsppod in tha idAiuL Thu tnu origin of thu Spiro 
U Bipliinni helow, f €A, ind thurt caii hi DU rtftiin] tu heUevu 
that the Siuholne mciiiLt io FFpruBiLt ft mythulugind muniteri 
luiuwQ wJj mi an enumy to Ceylon. 


nirVIlKl 
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right—the eitenxioD with Bve prr>jectienB w meiiDt for the haqd with the five fingcw].* The left 
leg rests on a kind of grating* On the left side of the figure,' to the right of the eoin, the legend 
^ Ltinkefteara,'* In Fig, 3 the mmswfira circle or clot is misplaced nudor the left 

arm of the figure. TJio complete form of the r, a smull stroke to the upper right of the q;. 
IS Tory clcor in Figs. 3 and 4, and is quite differout from the « in tho <fem of Fig, 30, The f 
over tho ^ is also clear enough in Figs. 3 and 4. The in uU specimens is curiously like 
and unlike the ^ of rfija. Fig. 31; and of Purfikrama, Figs. 5, 6, 7, 11, H, 16. 

47. Prinsop* says of this coin, *This name (Liankeswara) I presume to he the minister 
Loknuwani of Mr. Turaour s table, who usurped the throne dunng tho Cboliau subjection in tho 
etoTGuth Century (a-d. 1066}; but ho is not ioclutled among tho regular soTercigns, and the coin 
may therefore belong to another usurper of tlie samo naiuo who droTO out Queen Lildv-atl in 
v.D. 1215, and reigned fora year.' Mr. Vaux* adopts the former of these two suggestions; hut 
tho first part of the word, Isink>, is perfectly clear on several specimens of the coin (sec Figs. 1 
and 4), If Lukalswara hud struck o coin and had intended to put his name upon it, he would 
have done so; and tho o represented in this alphabet by two substantial strokes, one on each side 
of the letter (see Fig. 32), could not Lave disappeared os the tiny onuswara dot has sometimes done. 

4S. The epithet Lankeswam, Lord of Cc 3 don, may apply to any king of that oountr}-, and 
the filiniinrity of name is no reason for fixing it upon either of these Lokaiaa'aras. It « h»n ld he 
noticed alw that the fornior of the two was not a king at all, hut a mmister mentioned in the lists- 
08 tho father of M ijayn B&hu I.; and the latter woa a foreign usurper who never ^vas in acknow' 
lodged possession of tho kingdom, though he retained a prDciariou,s hold on the capital for a few 
months. Discording therefore the Idea that Txmkeswura stands for Lokaisvrara, w'e have to consider 
to which King of Coj'Ion this epithet Wongs. It is never used in Ceylon literature Wore the time 
of Par4kraina the Great. The Ffili form Laiiki-ssiira is then found applied to thrra kings; 
namely, to Mahascius, A.t>. 275, and his son Kirti Sri Meghu-wonja, a.j>, 301 and to Wtjavu 
iJihu the First, A.n. 1071,* The Sinhalese fom is only found applied to two kings; luunclv, to 
I'arakrama Babu himself in tho uceount of his conquest of South ludio,^ and to Kis^ita Malla, 
-A.D, 1187, in hia own insoriptions,* Coins were unknown in Ceylon in the time of the first two 
kings mentioned; it is not known that any were struck by tho third. Tlie epithet is used of him 
in such a way as to convey the impression rather that the word in the timo of the writer (tempore 
ParAkniioji) Lad come to bo osod of all Kin^ of Ceylon, than that it w as u distinctive appellation 
of TiVijftj'tt. There remain the two last; for tho fonuer spooks the fact that the word came into 
use in the litoraturo of his reign; that he conquered South India, and thenco introduced the art 


^ 1 think tlkp hrM h^ FIf. 3 U, likfi thm k the othtn, 

moULE fgr 4 lolni, bat omifian Fig# 12# 

^ Thomm oltii^bor dl»€ithi fittm DripiuLl 

nadin^ af Asd mtcr{rrtrtiE ihft k^fbln |Hir 7 ljoB of tlic 

IfttCTl JU LftrUd Prlkr,^ cr k Xd. 4 

T7A4. 

> YflL L p. -1^ I of Mr. TbiKigBi'i editloiL 
* Xmniitinatic CULmDldk^ ivL iwir p. 


^ fii ibe Canlo t, 4, flO, 

■ Miblivfliaii, qdjt, Tmiditr, p, ItekitL thii part of ih^ 
MahCLmw flud tl» D&thhmw venj writkai in the fcemifi tif 
FkriitritlliL 

^ Sw tniF l7iifi4ivif«i k the of th# U, Ji, ^ for 1572 

Td. iJL part 

^ Tb thfl Bunbuik imcrfpdon, uad k il* Dftgmbt 

iflfimirtaafl, ]M]bluhtd If tm k the JAurn^l nf thu HotbI A*htk 
Sochrtf of I&74, 





COINiJ OF PJiRiKRiMA TilE GREAT- 


27 


of cominj^ into Ceylon; ^ and thiit he is the only' King of Coylon who Attnch BCTeral cotus; for the 
latter that though in thiw of his inscriptions ho is not cdlod Lunkefwiun,* the epithet is given 
m two others as ono of his distinctive titles. On the other hand, in those two mscrlptions he 
IS called JtM'iiffa Lankoswam, and on his own coin ho uses that titlo in full * which is esacUy 
what ho would have done had he wished to distinguish himself from somo previous Lankesufim. 

On the whole, therefore, it seems to mo certain—as rertoin, that is, us tho identificutlmi of 
eoins bearing such ambiguous legends over can bo—that this coin belongs to Parfiknuna the Great. 

It only ronuiins to odd that the coin is rare. There are three examples in the Guthrie 
collection in Berlin, two in tho British hluseuiu, two in my own collcetian, and one in the 
<‘alIection of IT. LL Bownuuj, Esq., of Baddegqma, Coylon. Those described by Prinsop and 
^[r. Vaui are in the British Mu.seum. 

1 from my collection weighs 67 grains.'* Ifo. 2 is in tho Guthrie collection. So. 3 is in 
the British 3lusoum and weighs G8j| grains, though, as will bo noticed, it is much less in diameter 
tlian the others. So. 4 is in tho British Museum and weighs 6DJ gniius. 

40. TAc Lion coin of Pardkratiut, Figs. 5, 6, 7. Copper. 

On the obverse the standing figure of tho riju. The face turned to right represented in the 
most extniordinory way by three strokes, with a eurvo for tho Imck of tho head. The trainntion 
form of this mode of expressing the face, which Prinsep eolls - altogether unique in tho historv of 
perverted art/ may he seen in Figs. 9, 11. In the left hand of tho figure is the lo^, in the 
right the weupon referred to in § 46 and note 1. There is no lotus-sUJk tmder tho feet. The cap 
is formed by fire strokes and a dot. The two dots under the arms are the upper part of tho dhoti. 

To the right of tho coin is a weU-dofinod lion, sitting, with the mouth open, idioudng tho tooth 
it! the upper jaw* 

On the reverse tho seated figure of the r£ja, and to tho right tho legend ^ *1 

Panikramit 

Fig. o is from the Guthrie collection. Fig. G from my own is worn, and weighs 55 gniina. 
Fig. 7, also my own, weighs 01 graina. The British Miiseutn has no tqiecimeti of this coin, of 
^which less than a doreu examples have been found. My collection has seven of these, two in good 
condition, besides which T only know of Colonel Guthrio's, and of two others in privatu hands m 
C^?ylonp ono of wLidi is now% I belie m tlie possoa^ion of Mr, BomuMi^ mid the other in ilr* 
Dicktfon^s coU<>^tion. 

60* Tho hal/ qf Pardkrffim SdAu, 

This siuall copper coin. Fig. 11, has ou the obvoree tlic standing figure of the rija, and on 
the reverse only the legend Sri Pardktvnia Pdfm. Frinsep, whoso coins are now 

in tho British Museum, says,* that 'acvenil specimens of this were dug up in 1837 at MontoUec 
(? Mitalc) in Coylon;' but tho Musoim has only four, of which the one figured in the Flato is 
the only one in good preservation, and no others are known to hnvo reached: Europe. 


* Sec my wtitle in tbe J. B. A. S. Ja72, toL ili. pt. 1, p. is*. 

b by b ibc J. IL A. S. I„ im. m»l the twu b my wUeb mmtisced 

' 1««. 'A «vww;gii crulghi oruly ITO Eniu. • Lm. eb p. 422. 4. 
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51. I7if ^10^ q/F anUmma Sd/iU. Figs, 14, 15. 

HF l.hi th& obverse tlie staodiig figure pj oil ibe Lion coin- To tlio riglifc beaaeatli is n lotus^ Eioil 
above it five dots. On the reverse the aittitig figurOj and the legend xnCT^WTT^ Pai'dkri^ifift 
This is the com wtieh vrm imitattd hy tho six aueoeeding rSJas, imd a good mmy 
ffpocimen^ perhaps 100 in oU, have been fotind^ but very few oi theiti Are in giKid oaIld^ti(Jll^| and 
scarcely auy show the r at the foot of the A- Prinsqi secraJJ to have had only one.* Tlio best 
sjieeinioii of fourteco ia my eoUoetion weighs 02 grains, 

52. Tho renmindor of tho coins^ whose identification is eortainp belong also to the series 
just ineutioned; each of the follovviiig kings having only siruek ono coin. For the history of 
these kings the render is referred to what has been said above; 1 *juoto here only the legends 
on the eoim 

^ Sri Fyhya SdAu* Fig. IT. Copper* 

There were sevoml kings so called; tho coin belonging* I think^ to the nephew and successor 
of ParSkmioa, the second of the name* It ia almost certiun that Pardknima the Great was 
the first King of Ceylon yrho issued coins, and tho rarity of the specimens with this inscrip* 
tion ogreoi well with the shortness of Wijaya IL's reign* The coin ia rare; good examples very 
rare* The one in ray ooliisJticm, from which the figure is taken^ weighs C2 grains. 

53. 25 ft -gfl Sri Cod^ff£tnffa Beca^ Fig. 20. Copper, 

Thi%pnique coin ia in the possesdon of G- G. Plnioe, Esq., lute of tho Public Works Depart¬ 
ment in Ceylon. I think there can ho no doubt about tho reading, though the anuswani is 
ijxnitted, and the vowel marks of the 0 have pushed out the circle of the Tumour in his list 
has erroneously given the name of this king as ChondakangUp but the India Office MS. of the 
Muh^vansa, ch. 80, clearly reads Co^ganga. 

54. ^ Sri ifq/rt Lmtiiti. Fig* 21* 

This is not so mre aa tho Wijayfl BAbu. The figure is taken from a s|jecrtmern in my 
collection weighing 04 grains. 

55. ^ Sri~mai Sdhnsa Fig. 23* 

Some hundreds of these coins have boea found* Tlie curious shape of the square and the 
addition of the eyllablo waf, prevented its idenlificatioD for some time, and Prinsep was the fir&t 
to decipher it. The i is insertod in the upper left-hand comer of the square s, and is so small 
that in most of the specimens it ia indistinguishable. The one in my collcetioa from which 
the figure is taken weighs 63 grains. It is curioiis that no coins have as yet discovered 
of Kal^-Anavatif the queen who reigned for six years after tho dotbroncment of SAhasa Molla. 
It is true that more of his coins have heen found than of any of tho others, so that he may 
very possibly have issued more coins than were needed to supply the sniall raonetory requirements 
of the country bo soon after the numerous issues of ParAkrama; hut this can scarcely have 
prevented the new goverament from making at least a small Issue in her hoctour, as has been 
% done in the case of the other less important sovereigns* 

1 Hfi pnniti out (Istr {al fif . S] tliil cni# warn in tba A^m^ BMniutlacf, aad uUffpreied, diiublfidlj, bj 
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56, ^ JP^w* Fig. 22. * 

The r la vigible above tlic m in a few spccrlmoas only. II may Ik seen in tlio figurej 
which oUo gives a mom cotBpIcto form of tho rf than occurs Ott inost of the ^MKimeus, 
The coin is very nmct lihe tlmt of Wijayn Buhu, both these kings hnving reignocl only twelv'c 
iDonths, Dhaimfisokn wtih placed, on the throne when he wns three months old^ though, hs 
P rioBep fllUy remnrks^ " the portrait would lead tis to suppose bim of innture ago/ The woU- 
praaerved crumple figured is in my collection and weighs 65 grains. 

57. ^ Sri Bfitframika Jiiihu. Fig. IG. 

This aovereign came to the throno nearly a century after the hist. Ills ooina arc not very 
rara+ but good cx.aiiiples ure seldom met with, 1 have only seen ono or two which show the 
upper stroke of the diphthong ai or the vowel mark w distinct from the hh, ivhich may occoimt 
for Prinsep’a rending BhavAncka. The unusually well executed specimen in my collection, 
from which the figure i& taken, weighs &3 grains. 

68. I now come to coins whoae elusaification is, at present, quite uncertnm, and it is 
doubtful whether some of them belong to Ceylon at all; but 1 have thought it better to 
include them all in the plate for the purposes of cotnporiHon. 

Fig. 24. CoppcTp 

On iho obverse the standing figure; on the roverse a bull, standing, to right; above it the 
new moon; to right of it the legend ^ VL 1 think it is impossible with Prinsep, ett, 
to assign this very rare coin to "Wijaya Buhu VI., who reigned m Ceylon as late as IdUB 
tdthough he was also called Vira Bahu. Ni^^nka Mallo^ a.d. 1187, in one of his inscriptions, 
calls hintficlf, among other titles^ Tim, and in another VSrar&ja; but hia suzerainty was not 
iicknowlcflged in India, and I doubt whether this coin bos ever been found in Coylon* Perhaps 
it may belong to Viru PA^du, the prince whom ParAkrama placed a* his vassal on the throne 
of PAiidya (t^ above, | 3 S)p Tho specmicn figured h in the British Huseum; it is the ano 
described bj^ Prinsep* and the only one known to mo. 

69, The Laks/tmt rain. Figs. 9, 10+ Gold 

On the obverse the standing figure as on the I^mkeswara coin, but the oruament to the left 
above instead of below the arm, and to the right tho trident. On tho reverse the legend 
Lak^hmi; above it, the same sjTnbol os on the obverse of Fig. 3; which symbol I take for 
the lotus. Fig. 9 in my collection weighs nearly 17 graing; Fig. 10 is in the British Museum, 
und weighs 16| grains; those are the only specimens I know« 

60. The Tamrdd coin^ Fig. 12. Gold. 

Obverse the same as the lost. On the Teverse the legend TomraA'i (?)_, with tho lotus symbol 
above. From tho (specimen in the British Museum weighing 7'S grains. 

61. Ute Iraka co»«. Fig+ 13* 

Obverse the same as the last, hut the weapon (?) on tho right is again held in, and not placed 
abovCt the hund. On the reverse the legend Iraka (P) surmoimted by the lotus aymbol, as in 
Fig. 4 with a fitreke and dot behind it* The legend may possibly bo Ilumka or Banika; if it 
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could be read Lakiip that would be the unciont Sinhalc^ form of Lauk£. I Lave fleen sis or 
EiovDi:i spocuneuii of this coiup which is figured from ono in my colleotioa weighing S grains^ ami 
it has also becu found in South Indio, 

(i3, Th^ larffe Situ btifl com* Fig, 19. Copper* 

On the obvoTitc the standmg figure as in tho Lion coin, hut the weapon or flower in the 
right Land hm dogonemtod into n straight line with several cre^strokes. la the pkee of the 
lion the trisula or trsdentp and a sceptre. On the reverse the bull aaered to VisLniip above it 
the new moon with u star between the horns of the erescent; below* tho logoud 6^^ S^ltt: 
to the Icift of tho figure five Hinull dots, to the right twelve dots* 

Primsepk note on tbia ijoin is as follows:^ ^Two of those exhibit a new typo of roverBO^ tho 
Indian bull Nundif which may possibly betokcui a ohango in tbo national religioii. Tho legend 
Leiieath I immodiatcly recognized as identical with tho flourish on Fig* 12* turning tho latter 
sidowtiyis to read ib What it muy be is u more difficult question. The first letter besara u 
striking onalogi' to tho vowel e of tho Southem olphubcts; but if so, by what alpbabet is the 
remainder to bo iutorproted f for it may be equivocally read ifnywp and perhaps 

Ch^itdn or The la*t oloiio is tho name of u great conqueror in the CLolinn and other 

Southern annuls* but it would bo wrong to build on m vaguo on si^uunption. It is at any rate 
probable that tho **hull^ device i^ u subse(|uont mtroduetion* because we find it contained in tho 
Halco Konora coins below/ 

G3, I wiLi for some time in doubt about tho legondj but it new to me certain that tbo 

reading of the legend us above is correct. S^tti, which menus originnlly a bridge or causeway, 
is used in the Bhagavuta Purfina as a namo * of Adam’s Bridge or of one of the islands of 
this great group.* This latter can only be Bimu|wurain* which is given as one of the meanings 
of tho word in Winslow’s Tjuuil Dictionary. Jfow wc are distinctly informed in the Narendra- 
carit&walokana-pnidJpikiwa, a very trustworthy Sinhaleso epitome of the ^lahdvansiip that 
Ptirdkrama^s gcnerul Lankdpimi* after c™quering Pundyup rrm a ined some time ut Rumeswaram, 
building a temple there* and that vrhfle on the island he struck that is kah^paiiasr 

As tho temple was built m honour of Tishnu, the bull ti<»d not suqirise us* and it betokens 
no ehiLdge in the nutioiial religion. It is true that Parikmiua was a Buddhist, but the tolerance 
of Buddhist monarchs is well knowrip and one of the be^i presorred of tJio ruins of Parfiknima’s 
capital Pula.Htipura (tho tuodorn Top4re) is a Yim&na for the worship of Tishnu. Round the 
outdde of this building, which was erected either by Parskrama himself or by 2?is^ku 
Slallap Tutw an mscription in Tanul ebnraeters of verj- much the same type as those on these 
Setu coins* and bearing the same relation to modem Tamil us the Sinhale^ clioructers of 
ParAkninmk and Ni^mka Mallak inseriptiona do to modoni Sinholc^. Wo shallp I liope^ 
learn the purport of this inaeriptioti when Dr. Goldschmidt publhiLea his anxiously expected 
report on the uVrclitoology of Ceylon: that the temple is sacred to Vislmu is certain from 
the four stone bulls on its summit, which are wicbmi like the bull ^ on the coin* It will 

1 Lp«. cit. p, 423. * 3^ mj truuldtiDU i>f thm piusiifv ibc* df. (| 48^, i»lv 8], 
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he seen ftijin mr Dondm TnHjHption Xo. TT.** that this is Qot tlie only of Buddhist 

King^ in Cevlon building temples to Vishnu* 

In deal Lug triti coyis that bear only a local do^tcriptioii^ there can seldom bo absolute 
cortnihty ip the ideuti&catioPf but—1. I know of no other ruler of Ramofwanini of whom it is 
known from historical records that he struck coLua there- 2. These resemble exactly in shape* 
rize and appearance the Kuh^panas struck by ParAkmma in Ceylon* 3* As far as I have 
boon able to ascertain^ the South Indian coins arOi with one esceptionp* of a different 

size, TToight and nppoaranoc. 4, Those rfijoa who ruled over Bame^anim are not known to 
have issued any eotusj while the Cholian tind P&ndyan r&jas who oonquered it would not 
have had any particular reasoD to put Setu on their corns ^ whereaSp to Par£fcrainnp his eornti- 
ucntal conquests were naturally a source of more than ordiaiiry pride, &* If these coins 
boloTigwl to any of the South Indian djuastyi they would probably bear some one of the 
constant e^^bols used by those dynasties on their ooins. I regret very much that Sir IVidter 
Elliot waa not able to get ready hia paper on South Indiim coins for this seriest before 
mine was published. With the very meagre accounts of South Indian nnmisniaticii at present 
obtainable* the Ceylon numismatist is working a good dwd in tlio darkj but at present, and 
with the evidence before me, I think that the^io coins are probably the very ones referrerJ 
to as ba^nng been struck by Purfikrumu^s general Lunkfipura at Sohi, 

The coin is very rare, only five or sis esnmples being known- My speriinca* a very perfect 
one, from which tho figure in the Plato is taken, weighs 08 grains. 

04. TVue sniall Setu tn/Z reftn Fig. 18* Copper* 

This is a hulf-Hizo copy of the lust, escept that the large dots in the circle round the edge of 
the eoiii in Fig. D are here circlca^ and oaly three dots are required insitlc the circle to fill up the 
space by the side of the bulL 

My owTi specimen and the one m the British Museum are the only oiiea known to me. 

66. Tlie escopfion referred to in iho last iMmigraph hut one is the coin with the inscription 
Hajar&ja (Fig. S) which is inserted in tho Plate, hecauge it is the eoin from wbieh T believe the w^holo 
of the Ceylon ecries to be derived* Prinaep read it tentatively GajiurAja,^ and included it doubtiugl v 
ill his plate of Ceylon eoins. But the reading as almve is no longer doubtfub and tho coin has 
never, like those just mentionedp been found in Ceylon^ whilo large numbers of the copper ones* 
and a few m gold^ have been found in different pbicoB in South India, and especially in AinarkA.'ntC 
and Taujur. There were doubtless many princcfl in South India who arrogated to them^lvea the 
title of king of kings, and it bteanio $o much a mere name thufc one of the petty Cliolian chiefs 
who opposed T^unkfipura is colled Rdja-riju Kabppa.^ The title is aliso found use^l as an evident: 
name iu the copperplate grants of the Chdlnkya rAjas in the eleventh century^ though, as far as 
I know, it was never used alone-^ Of course ParAkrama, tho oonqueror of the Kings of Cholo, 

* raqjTwI &f ihc CftjlMl AnAtie iSTa. ■ S» jjest pmptpii tiHt f ■ Ziw. aV* p- 423 . 

* The lodEfl Office iCS. of the HuMi’nmUp eh*p. 77, rfirw 75^ 

Sir Wtiilct EUktt biiotmm ma thst tJiHo wm e Itajuwjft ClwU rinsa Um-lOSS* end m Bftjsrhjw Tikmmyit^ lOTg* 
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I*iiid 3 Ti and Kalingii, and even of Efimanya and Kfimboja, may well have called bimBelf king of 
king#; bnt there can, I think, be no doubt that this coin belonga to one of the South Indian kings 
HO called, and that it ia tho coin Imitated by ParAkrema in Aw coins, from which the Ceylon aencs 
Ih derived* 

66. A coin of Niswuika iralb has been referred to above (§ 46), of which otily thrw' 
examples ore known, two in the po^ession of Sir "Walter Elliot, and ono in the collection of Mr. 
Dickson, Gorennoent Agent of the 5forth Central Province, Ceylon. ITofortimately all three 
Specimens ore just now mislaid, and though this paper has heen delaj'cd in the hope that one unoald 
he found, wo are at last compelled to go to press without being nhle to include a hgurc of this 
t'oin in the Plate. The coin is of copper, and exactly like Fig. 14, except as regards tbo legend 
on the reverse, This legend Jlr. Dickson, in a paper read before the Xuinismatic Society on the 
ll>th of May, 1876, <»njeeturefl may ijossibly be read Sri Kali Gala Kya; but he is unable to 
detennino to what reign the coin may beloug, and docs not consider the above reading at oil 
certain. Jiot baiHng the coin before me, I speak with great diffidence j but it seemed to me, 
when I once had an opportunity of inspecting it, to bear the legend Sri Edlinga LanXesatrti. 
Below the Sri, which was the same as that of Fig. 14, I read 

That the flfliniwnJ was not visible above the af need not surprise us, as it was seldom visible 
on the Lankcawara coins (Figs. 1, 2, 3, 4); and on those coins wo usually find simply Lakavara for 
liaukrevora, the dot for tbo auusvAra, the amaU stroke for the e, and the tiny f added above the r, 
Wing rarely legible. Tjistly, thronghont the series, when there are six letters below tho Sri, the 
lust of the six is almost always cut in half or quite missing, which would explain the absence of 

the rff. 

If tho reading I suggest should eventually prove to be correct, there cim be verj' little doubt 
that the coin belongs to Nis^ika Malla. It is true that in the list of kings at | 45 it vrill be 
seen that there ore five sovereigns, or six if DhnrmAMka be included, who might have called 
themselves Kdlinffaft lard o/ Ctylon ; but if tho coins were struck by any successor of Nissanka 
jralla, he would probably have used some title which would distinguish him from that prince, 
the first of those to whom the legend would ho applicable. Of all the later Eilingaa princes we 
have coin^ except of MAgha, wbc bated everything Sinhalese, and of Wikrama BAhn, who only 
reigned for three months. Kalinga Lnukesvara is one of the titles used by Ifisaonka MaUft in his 
inscriptions,! and it is highly probable that ho would imitate ParAkrama the Grrait in his issue 
of coins, us he did in his inscriptions and his buildings. 

67. For Figures 1-4 with legend Srf J*ankrevatu see - * 46-4S 

5 ^ (j, 7 „ ' Sri ParAkramo BAhu „ • • 49 

„ S „ BAjaiija 

*• »boTi| { 48, DOte S. 
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ttooK Sri>KEir. 

68+ There only retniims to bo moutiopcd t/t^ hoot Fig* 25^ which is conaparTativolv a 

modom coin—coin it oaji ho called—hut which is mtei%stiiig from its curious j^hape and hifltory+ 
The earliest mentioii of these silver hooks is by llobert; Knox^ who was kept prUonor for 
twenty years from i66R-lS76 in the Kandian provinces of eentnal Ocyloni and who after h-Jn 
escape published an account of his adventures and of the Sinhalese people^ This most valuable 
work is thoroughly trustworthy* Knox and his companions wero not conhned in any pnsonp but 
in Hcpurato ^Tllagos, whore they were uUo^iiMi to go in and out amoiig the people. Most of t hetn 
acquired propertyj and muriying Sinhalese women, became Sinhajeso peasants; but Knox hunself 
never gave up the hope of eBcapot and ultimiitely eflected hia purpose, Jim modo of life in Kandy 
was the best poesiblo for gaining sure knowledge of the habits of the people | the simple 
straightforward style of his book must coiuince every reader of his truthfulness; and the more 
ono kaowB of the state of society among the Sinhalese in rmnote districts who are little acquainted 
^ith Europeans, the mom cue learns to value the accuracy of his minute and careful ohservatioiifl* 
After mentioning the Portuguese copjjcr ** tangnmfl^” he adds: *' There is another sort (of money) 
which all people by the king's permission may and do luuke; tho shape is like a fiidi-ltook, they 
tttamp what nuirk or impre^on ou it they please; the rilver is purely fine beyond pieces of eight | 
for^ if any suspect the goodness of the pIato> U is the custom to bum tho money in the fire, rod 
hot, and so put it in water^ and if it be nut then purely white* it is not current money* The third 
sort of money is the kmg^s proper coin; it is called a pounam (paoMn); it is os small as a spangle; 
76 make a pieoc of eight, or a Spanish dollar; but all sorts of money arc here very scarce, and they 
frequently buy and sell by exchanging commodities/*^ 

* Edition by PbOnletltet, it*. ISl?, p, l&F, Tlys pdgiiuil wort vo* pabliilud ia ISSl bj ofd« aJ tb« Eaft liulim Qonjmnj. 
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69. 'Wliile Enos voa in captivity in Ceylon, Sir John ChotJin was traTcUing through Persia, 
and ho mentions that coins of silver wire hnd heen made in Lnrt on the Persian Gulf, till that 
Stale waa conquered hy AhW the Great of Persia (1582-1627); and that they were still much 
Ufwd ‘ en tout CO paTs la, et aux Indus, lo long dn Golph do Cainbnys, et dans les pa’is qui on sent 
proebe. On dit qu'cUe avail cours autre fois dana tout rOrient.’' 

That the Ceylon coins were made in imitation of these is orident from the wuno given t» 
them in another passoge of Knox, where ho sat-s (p. 196) that two p^lns of padi were sold in time 
of harvest for a kree. 

70. If any ccmfirtimtioii vroro needed of Knox's statement that km were oetiially made in 
Ceylon it would bo found in a curiaufi pii^^ge from the work nf Pyrord, a Frenehman^ who, iifty 
Tcora earlier, Lad spent five ycora as a captive hx the Mahlivo IslandR^ and wliOj after bis escapot 
published a gniphic and trustworthy account of the then habits and cusfoins of the people there. 

Of their coinage ho wye (I quote the old Frenoh m it stands mcKrtly unaccented) : " Lu monnoye 
du Roynume n'est quo d^argent & d^uno sorte. Ce sont dea piecca d'argont qu^Ua appellent krim 
do valeur do huiat sols ou Giiuiron dc notre monnoyog ooiame i'ay desia dit, longocs commo le doigi 
maia redoahW. Lo roj les foil battre en isle & J imprimeT sou nom on lettrea Arabesques.' 

After sj\nng that they received forcigu coins, if of gold and silver^ at their “value by weight; 
and adding some general rcTnarkH on coinage in India, he goes on : 

* Done pour retounierg aux Maldivcfl no fait que dcs ftiWiw; d^nttes pieces do moindre Talcin’ 
lU ne fl‘y en fait point: toUement quo pour Veffect dc lour trafEic ila ceupent rargent & en bmllent 
un poids dc la valeur de In marehandise acheteo : ce qui no ee fait pourtant sans perte, ear on 
coupant le larin an on perd la donsdeme partio- lls no prennent piece d'argent qu ila no 1 ayont 
et misc dans le feu# pour eo esproTiucr la bontA Ausai au liea de billon & inenue moimoye 
iU usent de coqmlles (oowries) dont i'ay oy-dcuant touchfi quelqno chose, & i'on parlemy incon¬ 
tinent ; les deujso milles vnloot an lonm'^ 

71. Soalj^ Professor Wilson, m his remarks on fish-hook money in the Xunufuantic Chroniclep^ 
describe* some pieoea of silver wine, not hcMikcd, which were coined^ in imitation of the old 

at Bijapur by Sult&n *AE Adil Shfih, who mlgned from 1670-1691. They bcffr on both sides , 
legends in Arabic characters i on one side the Sultdn s miind, on the other Zarb Lan Bongh 
Sikkha*' that is, ' struck at Lari, a stamped Danghdangh being the name of a snmU Persian 
eulver coim^ 'Trofica of a date,' continues Professor Wihwti, ' occasionally appear, hut they are 


^ VufM^ (Id Chmlisr ItftD Chardm m Is Vttfe, Kwnd i*d 
CGsnp!fllff cdltiiDllr "ttOh AEnitenk.m, 1S35| tlL p, 12®. Ho 
traTeUi^ flwofding to the pfrcfatft'p trom 1S<H-167T| muI ibc flrrt 
eiidcni dE Mi Vortgfi vps pabUi^^ is 1717^ 

’ tv n^niiltan'i qsnted bj Mx. ThoiWi 

Ifiilifia WtiiglltP,* cqwriBa Iffitt VWth ID BtTigTil iu I &20 

ralker 1«« tbu SOW for t rup(?&. Tbv pouagv quoted ii 
tlie third of F 5 wd'i * Ptrii, pj*. 

24ft-2i!iO. FfVB p. £ ll spponin tbit t* Btirtitfd m Ififll 1 trGm 
p. 60 ibM h9 wm WFwJtvd oq the MflJdiifrt ea iha Sed JMjf 
1602. IIb fitapfld b l&OTi uid tbs tm (^dUiertL vl bii book 


jippeowd m PsTw It lill* Kx. Albflrt Dray, g*™ me tb» 
r«rwiM:iv iMvrmi aus Ibat. from the Bwrdi giv«i by Pjrwd* it U 
dflflT that the >1nidmaiM KC SmhnJttd hj ««, }h^ugh they are 
now MabinmiAdiai by rtli^on, 

* VaL arxi- pp^ Thw fpecitikas Mm now b the 

Srituh MusennL 

* Ed Frvfemr WHioii; Hr. Thomvmformi mv that*Btnick 

d bri * wonM b* a more procisfi tunderbf of lb* WDrda. 

[Tbff «w:«lkd IhnifA *r» primrily s henre ite equi'Tfl- 

ifBiBt b lilTeip cams to ivp wnt Ihn frutioiu of the camst 
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not von' distinct, except in one inetanccj^ in whJcli it lua^ be rend Vith some confideDCC 1071 — 
1679 A.D. , . . * His (tbo Snltin^a) Tcttuning the dedgnution of tbe place whore this sort of 
laaney was originally fohricated is not without a paralleL , - . . Tho ooim of tbo last ShAh AJam 
of Delhi, though coined oil orer India, oontinued to boor . . . . the mintage of SbAh Jehdnahad; 
and the Company's rupee horo tho legend “ struck at Murahidabad," many years after it was 

coined at Calcutta-.hir. Coles mentions a dccuroent among the records of the 

CoUectorate in which notice is given by the GoTcmment of Satara to tho authorities of a (dace 
termed Kharuputtun of a grant of land of the eaiue of 200 Dhabat Larinu, which is dated 1711.‘ 
Tho fabrication of this money, extensively adopted by tbo last Bijapur kings, was therefore 
continued by Sivnii, the founder of tho Jlahrutta principality', and hie successors. There h 
nothing in the appearance of tho specimens brought from Ceylon to indicate on original 
fabrication.’ 

72. Of the original Larins of LariertAn, none seem to ho now extant; but it is quite clear, to 
use tho words of Hr- Vnux,* that ‘the IjoristAu coins having becouje, as Chardin soys, popular 
in tho East, they wore extensively imitated;' and the testimony of Kuos as to tboir hu\'iug 
1 x^11 iniulo bv private peopio m. Ceylon inuut bo aecopted ita tnie+ 

73. Professor Wilson says of the Bijapur Larius that they are 'of tho same weight (as tho 
Ceylon hooks), via. about 170 gr. troy.’ But uiy specimen, from which tho figure is taken, 
weighs only 74^ greins, and two otbere mentioned by Mr. Dickinson* weigh only 3 dwts. 2 gr., 
and 3 dwts. i gr. respectively. Authentic fipocimons from Ceylon are very rwre. They have 
on one side only a stomp m imitotion of Arabic lottera, often cleor enough, hut of course quite 
illegible; and they are always hooked. I have not seen one with any marks which could be read 
Sri in Sinhalese or DevouAgari charecters, os suggested by Profcaior Wilson. How late these 
hooks were made in Ceylon it is impossible to state exactly; very probalily untB they were 
superseded by tho Dutch coinage in the eighteenth century. They are known in Sinhalese 
literature tmder the name of ridi*, i.o. silver; although this term was, doubtlest^ ajjplied, before 
tho introduction of the Larint, to other silver money, of which it is curious that no specimens 
should have survived. The term ridi jw/ayf, i.e. five ridis, is still used in remote districts in 
tbtt Bcum of rix doUur. 

1 The ^ ii ttit of Itntiagiri «i tb* wifit Cunmi- Mt. Gote« Hail xhi t* tlw GottmianH ^ Unn* 

* NaDUiuuiitk Cbroiuficf p> * Ibid. p. 
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74. No coiafl apo known to have been ^ruck by tibe Portugtteao in or for Ceylon. Enos 
saya (loc. ciL) tliat of throe eortfl of cx>in# in nse^ * quo whs oomod hr tb o Fortngals; the king's 
onna on ooo aidjo mitl the Itmgo of a friar on the other, and by the Chingnlays oalled tangoiu 
nimsm The value of one is nmepeoce English; poddi tnngoni or tho small tangom is ball us 
tiiueh; * but thesse were probably struck in Portugal^ and not for use only in Ceylon. 

75 . The Dutch struck only a very few rilver rix dollars,! which are very rarcj if not 

entirely esLlinct, and which I have nevor seen. A thick copper etiuver having on the obveree 
the monogram V.O.C. the 0 and C written over the sides of the V, and in the open part of 
the V the letter perhaps for Colombo or Ceylon, h Dccasionally met with. On the reverse 
is the legend 1 Shiimr, the Duinenil I being abova tho word (which oecupic^ the centre 

of the eoin)^ and having four dots on each sido of it^ Below i$ the dutCi the dates in my 
coUection boing 1784^ 1785, 1786, 1789* lT9b I7f>3* 1795. It Sa possible* however* that this 
C is only a mint mark, and that those coins, whose rough execution shows them to have 
l)cen struck in the Dutoh East Indies ftho monogram V^O.C. stands for the initud letters of 
Veremigto Ostindisehe Compagiiie, United East Indian Companywere not, after oBi 
struck in Ceidom Thore are fiiinilur coins with, two apparently Tamil letters below the words 
s/irfr^rj and ^ith T and 0 in the place of If those lettors stand for TrinkomiiJei and 
Galle, then one would expect Sinhalese letters, but they look like the Tamil letters I L, ^ eo 
for nonkoi, the Tamil form of TjankA, that is, Ceylon. 

76. The English have issued four types of coins besides the present one. Type 1, which 

is thick and coarsely executed, has on the obverse an elephant* below which La the date; on 
the reverse the words Ceitjos Government running round a eirelop within which is the value 
of the coin. Of this tjpe there are three thick silver pieces (very rare) of the value of 96, 
48, and 34 stuivers (4 of whieb=l fanam), woigbitig 280, 140 and 70 groina^ respectively.' 
Tho 48 atuiver piece is equal to the rix dollar, and the three thick copper pieces of this type 
are respectively worth ^Vj value. These copper coIuh weigh 00 stiuvers to 

tho pound,** and am now difiieiilt to procure. 

Of this type, spccimons of the following years, without letters, are in my collection, and 
those of the years marked (B.]iL).are added from tho British Museum collection: 

Silver, 96 stuivers, 1808 (B.M^r 1809 (B.M*)* 

*, 48 ,, 1803 (B.M.), 1804 (B.M.)* 1808, 1809 (B.M.)* 

94 „ 1803, 1804 (B.M.), 1808 (B.M.). 

^ Bmolird, p. 7^. ^ S«« N^nnanii'i * Eupfemuiura/ pp. fie, SC. ^ A ^rin I7i gratna. 

* Bortf^lifd, pp. SSf «imI Ofi. * Itii. p» fiC- 
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Copper, 4 stuiversi 1803 (B.M,), 13D4i 1805 (B.M.), 1811 (B.M.), 1814, IS15. 

„ 2 „ 1801, 1802, 1S03, 1805 (B.M.), 1811, 1812 (B.M.), 1813 (B.M.), 1814. 

1816, 1816. 

„ I „ 1801, 1802. 1803, 1808 (B.M ), 1809, 1811 C^.M.), 1812. 1813, 1814, 

1816. 1817. 

77. Of Tvpo 2 ono issuo was made, in copper, in 1802. of stui^ers, half irtni'S'ers, and (juaiier 
stuirersf they arc thui, lite modem coins^ and well executed, weighing 30 stuivwB to lib.* Obverw 
tind reverse a® on. tho Inst type. The Britiali Jluscunj has speciinens of this tlT® dated 1804, 
hut it is not certain whether these wore over in circulation. 

78. Of Tj’po 3 also only one issuo was mnde. in 1815. of two-etuivor, stuiver, and half stniver 
pieces in copper, and one issue of lis dollars in silver in 1821. Obverse of the copper, head of 
George in. to right, with legend GnoHoira HI. D. G. BuiTANsiABim Bex; of the mlvor, head 
of Geo. IV. to left, with legend GEORoura TV. D. G. Bkita.vxiaruh Rbx F. D. Reverw of the 
copper, nn elephant to left: ahove the legend, Cr^ha Ttra Biietrt, 0»t> Siirer. or Ouf-Aal/ 8(ieer, 
with the date below. The silver the sauie, but the legend is Cet/hn ens rfo/Arr, and round tho 
elephant is a wrtsath of flowers. The coins of this type are still occasionally met with in the 
bazftrs, bnt tho half stuiver is very difficult to get. Both this and the last issue were struck in 
England^ 

79* Ijifltlvp Ffinam pieces of two kmdA wore strxusk in siWer* The ftr^tp which is Tciy 
and was issued about 1820| haa isunply round a snudl circle with u dot in its centre cn 

the one side and TOEE^" on the other* nf a silver coin less than 2 of an inch in diameter, and 
without date* The work-people who built Buddegomu church, the oldest English Oinrch in 
Goylon, arc said to have been paid In this coin, which Is roughly executed. Tho other, which 
is half an inch in dbuMter. has ou the obverse tho bust of Victoria anironnded by the legend 
VicirailA I>. G. Brit,oniar. REOtNA F.D., and on tho reverse the figures and the date 1812, 
Buitdounted by a crnvra and surrounded by u wreath- This little coin, sadom met with in 
Cevlon, is beautifully executed, and was struck in Buglnnd $ whilst the loitftm were struck 

in Ceylon. 

80. There is in the British Museum one silver speeimcn of another type, hut whether 
this is a proof of an unpublished coin, or a specimen of a coin in actual eirealntion, i have 
been unable to ascertain. It bas on the obvereo tho words Two Rix l)oi,i.Aiis in a square 
tablet surmounted by a crown; above it, Ckvlos ; below it on a scroll, Dinu et Mox Diuiit. 
and below thot again tho word CuniiEXcY. On the reverse an elephant to tho left, and below 
it the date 1812. 

81. Bertolacci’s rare work on Ceylon gives full details of tho Dutch and English coinage 
down to the year 1815. He was Comptroller General of Customs in tho island, and for some 
time acting Auditor Geaenil, and published his book after his return to England in London 
in 1817. 
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PAET V. Ox THE Ceyj^^ Date of Gaitaha's Death- 


82, Though Dot comiog strictlj^ vrithin the limits of the present paper* a review of the eon- 
flietiug ovideaoo regarding the Buddhist era* which forms so hnportfmt u dute-point for cill 
Indian chronologies, can scuredy bo out of place in a work aiming at m much copiprehensiToui^ 
and complcstonesa as the ^NumiHniato Orieaitfllia*^ The present opportunity also ehances to 
afford a fit oooosion to moot the logitimikte inquiries of those who have hitherto placed excjeptionnl 
reliaDce on the value of the Ceylon annals, aa preserved m their mdependent P&li and other 
local texts. At the request of Mr. Thomas, I have venturod^ therefore, to add in this Part, 
a statement of the views on the genenil qui^tion at which I have arrived^ and of the argament^ 
by which thev ore supported, in iimpIiGoation of a paper read before the Royal Asiatic Sc^oicty 
in April, 1874J 

83. It is well known that, wherms, among the Siorthem Buddhists, there reigns the greatest 
uncertainty as to tho date of the Buddha’s death, tho Southern Church is unanimous in hsiag 
that event on the fuB-moou day of the month of Ynisitht^ that is, on the I st of J ime, in tho year 
543 UiC. This latter date koa been supposed the more worthj*^ of credit as being found in very 
ancient writers, and as having formed tho starting-point of a chronology in actual daily use 
among the Southern Buddhists ; whereas the different dates of the Northern Churehea ore known 
to ns only from modem writors,® mid none of them have been made the basis of a chronological era, 

84+ It isCEms to me, however, that too much weight has bcfcai attached to this rcosonitigp As u 
matter of fact^ It ia very doubtful whothor the Buddhist era has ever in any country been regularly 
and constantly used In ovcry*day life m wc ase our ora. Even in Ceylon the Buddhistap when 
Europeans first settled in tho islauA used, not only the Buddhist, but also oud more frequently 
the S^a era j and often dated events by neither, hut merely by the year of the reign of the king 
in which the event occurred. Thus, of throe compuTUtively modem inscriptiona I have published, 
one Is not dated at all, but gives the date of a previous gift as the year 2113 of the Buddhist 


^ report Id tbe oE April tb$ ta ibit 

* CfotiLl du KGfoii jfiTM tbiftewi dataH fr*in 2122 to 

AIS oSL the HuUiofitf of s Ti!)«aua vvik writicii in 1^91; 
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era (BHthffia-Karshayff)i^ a B&imA ifl dated in the Mxih year of tbo then reigoitig king;® and 
the third in the year 1432 of the aiispicious and. wrrect era’ (sri ptddha Saica 

On the few oecasions on which it was neoeasary to nso a date^ it wa^ doubtless posaihle for the 
Ceybnew to ealenkto which year it was aoeordiag to their BtidMa-tearn^a; but the earliest 
record in which such an expression occura is in a PuJastipura inscription of the twelfth centuryn* 
Before that time we baye onJy the statements in the OipaTansti and the MahSpVJinfla that A^ha s 
oortmation took place 318, and the Conned of Patnu 336 years after Bmldha's death ; the ehrono- 
logy of thofie works being otherwise dependent entirely on the lengths of the episcopacy of the chief 
priestSj and of the reigns of the kings. Tumour gives. In the iutroductioa'to his edition of the 
^lablivahsa, the dates of some othor events dated in years of the Buddhist ei^ bnt he does not 
specifv the authorities from which he draws his statements.^ Before the Dipavunsa no instanco 
has yet been found of tho time of Buddha's death being used as the starting-pomt from which 
to date events. 

B-S-. Ill this connexion it Is at least worthy of notice that Fii Hiciii, a‘ho was m Aniu^dhapuni 
in tho year 413 * places in the mouth of an * eloquent preacher * there, in an oddn^ ^ghig the 
people to honour tho Tooth, the statement that the Buddliu hnd died 1497 years befores—that is. 
in lOSo B.c.® Sir. Beni is in doubt whothor this date, so strikingly at variancOin both with the 
Ceylon date and that of othor Chinese authora. should be ugcrilxsl to -Fa Ilian himself, or to 
tho *elcuiuent preacher^; but m either case it is atnmge that Fa Ilian, who remained two 
years in the iaknd,* should not, after his atteution hud been directed to tho point, have acquired 
any better information than this aa to the chronology then accepted there-* Ho probably bUed 
up the date according to some ChiucsG calculation^ w-hen ho drew up the account of his trovels 
after his return homei but tho passage is stiU very strange, cspeciuUy us the Dipavanau 
almost cortuinlVi already in existeiico (and oven if not* at l(!^t the inateriuls on w-hich it is based) 
in tho vicT 3 '^ Wlhire in which Fa Iliun studied. 

86. However this may be explained, It is door that the Buddhist era wm not nsed from the 
time at which it begins to run; and its accuracy depends, not on its having been constantly used^ 
but on ifte rethbUity qf ike made by those who first began to use it In a stinilur 

manner our own era and the Hajra of tho ^luharumsdons only hcgnii to be used a long time 
after the events from which they date; and, in reckoning back^ tho first calculators in each 
case made tniatakea. We need not thorefoto bo surprised to find mistakes in the calcidation 
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of on em tbttt liaa been less i*egiilurly used, and begon to bo iiaed only aft^sr a zuoch longor 
intenrali and tifo cau pbcp but ven- Uttle rellfmeo oa my losalt^, unless we know, and can cbcek, 
the data on which they depend. It is in tMfl fespeet that the Ceylon date is of so much 
more yoluo than any other at present fcoowii j it is the only one which we can really test | 
and in Ceylon alone luive such materials boon preserved as enable us to make u calculation 
for ourselvefl, 

87. The Cej'lon date, as has just been pointed ontj depends ulthnately on two historical worksn 
the Dipavafiaa, Tumour's epitome of which^ published in 1838^ qoutaiiis all the passages necessary 
for this dlsenasion ; and the find part of the JlahfiAansa* edited hy Turnour in 1837. The 
Dipavan^ is a history of Buddhism in India and Ce 3 doa: the first eight books treating of India« 
tlie ninth and tenth of Geylcm previous to DovinaiDpiya TLssa^ the next si^ benoks of the events 
of that king's reigUt and the last five of the kings of Ceylon for the next 500 years, n.c. 230— 
A,tf* 302. As it is one of the bewks by 'aneiont writers^ mentioned bj*' ^ilahinapua^ the author 
of the Mahavausa,^ it must have been wtiiten some time before he wrote (which wm between 
460 and 470 a.o.)^ and may therefore bo placed at the end of the fourth or beginning of the 
fifth century A.n.* 

88^ Keither of these works^ of conrse# gives the date 543 j but the MahAvaiisa, as continiied h_v 
suhsequent wrltots^ gives a succession of kings from the time of Asoku to tie advent of European h 
in Ceylon, which fixes the date of Asokn^s coronation in the year corrcapoiidiiig to the year 
325 nx* of our cni^ and both w^erks place that event 218 I'eara after the Buddha*s death. 
The date 543 is found in fact to depend on three periods. Ist, the period from Ifil bx- to 
ihe present tunCp the calcnlation of which depends on the lengths of the reigns of tlio Ceylon 
kings down to the cession of the bland to the English, and may be accepted os substantially 
correct, 2nd, a period of 14G years (MahAvansa, pp. 67, 162) from the aeeeasion of Bunhu 
OAmini in IGl B.c. hack to the accession of Devanampiya Tissji in the year of the Council of 
Patna, In the eighteenth year after Asoka^s coronation. 3rdly, a period of 218 years (Dipaviinsiit 
9th Bk.; irahAvatisap p. 22) from his coronation^ or of 230 years from the Coimctl Ijoek to the 
death of the Buddha (236+146+161=^543}, Accepting tho first, I propose to esaimne at some 
length the two latter periods, ns to whicli the Oeyion data—it will, I thlnk^ be found—ore not 
reliable. 

89. Adding 146 to 161, wo obtninp according to the MahAvausa, the year 307 bx, for Afoka^s 
Council, and the j^nr 325 therefore for his coronation, eighteen years bcforcp Now on this point 
we have information from other sources^ which, though it does not enable us to fix that event 
with absolute oertaioty within one year, is yet, aa for as it goes, quite rcUablo. That informatlDn 
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depends upon two ways In whioti Awka is brought into coimosion with European history ; firstly 
through his graudfather Chaudragiipta, and secondly by his own Edicts,, 

&0. CliJuiilnigupta, in Pdli the Sondrokottas of the Greeks, is said to buve had an 

interriew odth Aloxandor, who at the end of a26 b.c. was on the banks of the Hyphosis, and who 
left India in August, 325, Soon aftcrwaidis but it is not esactly known how soon, Cljandmgupta 
became King of Slagtidba and of the whole Ganges valley, on the murder of King Xonda. After 
Alexanddt’s empire fell to pieces, Soleakoe Nikator fought with Clnmdruguplii; and on peace 
being concluded, married his daughter, and sent as an ombujasador to hia court at Patna, then 
called PAtuliputra, the colebrotcd Megusthenes, from whose lost boi>k on India so much of the 
Western knowledge of India was derived. The date of these cventa is only known so fur that 
they con !» placed within a year or two of 30G b.c. So also the only iwissago which speaks of 
Chandragupto’s accession to the throno docs not give an esaet date. .Tuatinus enys that Chandra* 
gupta had won the kingdom ' at that time when Scleukos was Wug the foundations of his 
future power/' Xow Sclciikoe was Satrap of Uabylmi from 33i-31fi; in that year ho was 
compellod to fly to Egypt, whetv) he remained four yenti In m he retumwl with a siimll 
army ; and so popular had he made himaclf during his former government, that ui less than 
a year he drove out Antigoaus; the Seleakidan era dating iicoordingly from 312 O-C- It follows, 
1 think, that the passage in Jnstinus can only apply to the time when Scleukos was Solrap i 
and, therefore, if wc can place iroplieit reliunca upon the statement in question, that Chandragupta 
become king about 320 He reigned, according to both Euddhiat and Brubman autboritics, 

twenty-four years,* and his son Eindusiro twenty-fivo years ooeonling to the Buddbists, and 
twenty-eigbt yearn according to the Puriiaa. As Asoka was crowned four years after 

the death of his father Eindusira, the date of his coronation would therefore fall either in 
2ti7 or in 2&4, according aa we foEow the Buddhist or the Purina statement of the length 
of BindiiHira^a reign. 

91, We can fortunately chock this result by an entiivly independent caleolation. In Asoka’s 
thirteenth edict, which helougs to the twelfth yoor of his reign, he mciitions five Greek kings 
as his contemporaries. Of this edict we have three eojiiiiH, one from Knpur di Giri,* one imporfeet 
one from Giniar (Giri-nagaru),^ and a third in good preservation from Klialsi.* It i« agreed^ 
that these five kings are 
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L (Thca$ of Syria), 261-247, 

2- P^flAfwi^(Pliikdelphud of Eg3"pt), 285-246. 

3* Anilffonm (Gotiatm of Makcdon)* 376-243* 

4* Magm (of KjTeno)j died 35S, 

5. (II* of Epinis)# 373-354 (about), 

93. The latest date at which thcBO kmgs were reigning together is'258, the earliest 261 ; and 
if wo could be ccrtiuii that A^ka was kept lufonned of whut happened in the West, wo might 
therefore fix the tw'dfth j^car of his reign between lbe$e two years * jEuid bonce tbc date of his 
coronation between 370 and 273 hJC- Tliia cotmoti however, be done with absolute certointy. 
The inscription merely records that A^ka's regulations for planting trees on imd-sides, for 
jjropagnting rare medicbml plants, and for cstabltsbing hospitals for men and beasts, ete,, hud 
also been carried out in the dominions of the kings referred to.^ We can, therefore, only draw 
the conclusion that in the twelfth year of his reign Awka believed that these five kings liod 
fakfg rulwl in the Wesit, The list indeed shows that his acquaintance with Western politics was 
not inexact. At the time in question the territories included writhin the limits of w)mt had 
been Alexander's empire were in fact divided between the three kings whom ho first mentions^ 
and several lessor, but stiU mdependent, despotSp such as tho kings of Bithynia, Pergamum, 
and other unimportaat States* The choice of the fourth and fifth of A^oka^s list as representatives 
of these lesser States resulted probably from a reiiiiniacenee of the gTcatue$a of the celebrated 
Pyrrhus (the father of Alexander of Epirus), and of the intimate connexion between the Ptolemys 
and Magas of KjTTene,^ of which Asokn may well have heard through tho Greek crabasaies 
to his father, Bindusdra* But it is unlikely that Asoka heard in 258 b*c, of the death of 
l^Iagos in that ymrj and so unimportant had Alexander of Epirus b<!Come at the close of hia 
life, that the date of his death is uncertain, and can only be approximately placed in. 354, 
some thinking that it took place as early ns 258. The language of the Edicts is, therefore, 
not inconsistent with, their having been composed two or fliree or even more years after 258,. 
which would bring do™ the date of Aiwka's corotiation a corrcspnndmg number of years after 
270 n.a 

93. These considerations^ however, arc sulScient to show that the Indian tradition of the length 
of the interiid between Chandrogupfa’s mid Asoka's coronations uto not incorrect; and that we 
cannot be far wrongs on the double ground of the Greek mirices of Chundragupta and of the 
Asoka Edicts^ in placing the latter in or about the year 365 UfC^— say, for certain, between 
260 and 273 bx. That this date is at least approsiinately correct Is sufiRciently evident from 

^ Com|i4rp Bka llutf pemiiil ^dict of Otruu; of wtudi Uiij btet [JLij, ^08), iru. fli Snt otk!|‘ unitEr Ptuletnj SbtcTi 
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the of aebolars oo the point. Professor Lassen estmiEted it at 263 ^ Ptafessor 

Max Muller at 259 b,c* i * I^fesaor Westerguard pliices it either in 264 or in 268 o.c.; ^ while 
I’mfesflor Kem mokes it 270 h.c** 

24. The Cevlon chronicles^ howe^ner, place that c^ent, oa we have seen ahove (S 89)^ in the year 
correspoctdLiig to 325 b.o. of citir era; the^- oro ihereiore ceHaiiLly in error to the eitent of 60 years 
or thereabouts. We ha^a discoTered thijsi error by a compiirieon with European history ; hot it is 
inaiructive to notice that it might also have been discovcitjd, if not m ncenrately correetod^ by a 
careful study of the Ceylon ohroniclca themselves. Wo find, numelyi in the period between tlio 
accession of Bev&nanipiva Tisso, the contemporary of A^kn, and the accession of Ihitthii Gfiinini 
in 161 Hx., some very cnriouji details^ Tissa himEetf is ®iid. to havo reigned 40 years, and after 
bis death three of his brothers reign successively for just ten years ouch; two Pravidliui usurpers 
I bon reign for 22 years j and after them a fourth brother of Tiasa^a for just ten years more+ The 
latter comnienc 4 xl his reign therefore 92 years after the death of liia father^ Jlutu Giwa; and os the 
latter hod reigned for 66 years, we have ofily tw*p geuerotions m fill np a period of 162 yeurs I 
After the fourth brother another Dravidian usurpor reigns for double 22| that is 44 years ; 
Lind to make it quite sure timt wo have not miiuiuderstood Mahaii4nia in those uumborsi it abouhl 
be added that be himself gives the tflim of these reigns at 146 yeurs,^ w'hich is the correct total 
of the above numbers. 

95. But not only is this period on the face of it incorrect, and lucorrect by being too lang; 
the very clironiclot by the details which it gives, points out one way in which the mi slake may 
have, portly at leasts nrisen. ll sttitea that Mahmda and his sister SojighamittA were admitted 
Into the Buddhist Order of Mendicants in the sixth year of their father Asoka^a reign,^ and 
were then respectively 20 uiid 18 yeura old that they coma to Ceylou 12J years afterwuids j and 
that they died there at the ages of 60 and 59, in the eighth and ninth years rcsjiectively after 
Devdtmmpiya Tiesa's diaitb^* It follows that Mahinda whs 32 J ytair* old when he came to 
CevloD f and that he Uved in the island 274 years, of which eight years were iubse<|uent to 3issa a 
deuth* Tissa died therefore 19 J years after Mobindas arrival, and he hegau to reign lialf a year 
lief ore. ITis whole reign therefore was, according to these data, 20, mid not^ as given In the 
chronicle,* 40 ycar^. 

96+ Tlie manner in which the Ceylonese schohirs have got over this difficulty is worthy of 
notice^ Tumour, doubtless depending upon them, and upon the Mabivmisa Tik&, translatca the 
passages referring lo the diaiths of Mobinda and his sifiter as if the text hodp not in the GOth and 


^ lo^bc Kcoftul E^ttcrUtVoLIL [rp. QC-6^. 

^ <»i AMduut liWrAlnii!^ ^S. 

3 over diDt koa^Ugv dimiko TidMuk b&nus nolAkiibi 

Forboiiillini^cr i Xorvt, iBikk; |i. 122 of tko tniulitiEifi 

4^4H3tlcd TTeI^ Todcijihr, HTfinlAiL, 1SC3.. 

* Om dc JuattrllLtigdfTil^EUjkt] Uitddhift^a^ 

1873* p. ^7. 

■ TonuHir, pp, 97, 

* MokCimua, p, a#, Fnmi po^ M laiiood It would appw 


tlmt thii la b? terttHf udI m; f^rr Somoiu wm ii|daipr4 
ill ilw firtaUi ymr, tk® Imlkliaf ef wiliiras <h!TiipiEd 
jtuHfe Kgd tlLL-a tlio ordiiutkoo of i^Ahbds twk plue^ iJS, Init 
liifift j. But He below, 114+ 

Ibid. p. afi. 

■ Ibid. pp. l^4i 12e. Turoonj-'i rEdsddKlJ^ •ilt;f*llit]B in tbc 
Imner ctM Vf S mem flilp. 

» Ibid p, 124. TLii dutrtpiJiDj woi Siwt pWAted uxit hy 

WfiftnrgflJird. 
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59th year of their age, but m the 60th and 60th year qfl^r M«> ordinaiion ; regardless of the fact 
that i this interpretation bo right, the correct number for Songhamitti wotild be 61, and not 
59 (la years before Tisaa's accession, 40 during bU reign, and 9 i-ears afterwards)* Bat the 
text biiB distinctly 66 and 59 {sam-catw and years old: and though the 

Bipavansa, in a passage referring to the eame sabjcct,! confirms the use of tho word 
in the sense here adopted by Tumour and his pandits; it Is clear that we have, in these data, 
a confusion between the natural and what I would Tenture to call the spiritual ago of Mahujclu 
and his sister. 

97. There is, therefore, both intomal and external evidence that this period of 146 j-ears is 
too long; and it must be oorraoted to bring it into accord with the tooh: trustworthy mfomia- 

tion which places Asoku’s coronation at 365 b.c. or shortly after. 

98. But if the Ceylon date for Asohn ia plncod too early in the Ceylon chronicles, can we still 
trust the 318 yoare which they oUego to have elapsed from the commencement of the Buddhist 
era down to the time of AaokaP If so, we have only to add that nnmber to the corrMt date of 
Aroka, and thus fix the Buddhist era at 483 b.c. op shortly after. Of the answer to this qiicstioti 
there «m. I think, be no doubt. We can not: for though we have here no external evidence 
to guide us, the internal evidence, the Terr lists of the kings and priests whose reigns or 
patriarchates amount to the period of 218 ycore, giv&s sufficient proof that it, also, is too long. 
But I venture to think that in this period enough details have been preserved to enable us, 
from internal evidence alone, to ascertain within a few years the extent of the error, and thus 
to arrive approximately ot the true date of Gautama’s death. 

99. The Blpavansa bases its chronology chiefly oa the succession of Thcnis, the Heads or 

Chiefs of the Buddhist Order of Mcsndicants ; and also gives chronological 

details regording the succession of the Kings {R^a-parampard) of hlagadhu and of Ceylon, The 
Moh&vansa bgses its chronology on the succession of the Kings, and givea isolated details regarding 
the succession of the Therea. The following is the list of the Kings of Magadha as given ui 
the iluhdvanso :*—‘ 


^ In Bh. l.Tli,p h df HijNitkdli 

In DictioiwTT. aiudtir Vsh^m, tiid KfiftRce to Lbii 

pfissM^o ctMJiplrtcd 

jMi**' sbniiM b§ DickKsn'i p- 4^ 

niut ii i ilip luMiig &C® the coti[unffii 


bchtfcen bciBg ywii mid bHng; tbt? 

ye«f of WIs'k age. Sfifl beloiTp j 114. 
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* ONGS or MAGMiHA, 


1. Blidtij^as in whaae r^ign Gantamm bom* 

2, Bbubifiaim; Kjgnfid fifteen bofare Gnutmna jw tbo BuMlift ™twl EajagriluL, 

mgiiCHl 37 afUirwnnls 


3. Ajatnfiattn 

- 

- 

tf 

s 




U 

24 

4^ trdAp'bln«ldnk?i 

- 

- 

in 

le 

6. Annmddbiika'l 




B 

0, Mnndn / 





7, Nd^-dtisnk^ - 

- 

" > 

Rl 

24 

S. Snsmidgft 

• 

- 

ft 

13 

9, Kdlawka 

- 

“ 

«« 

10 





13 

19. HtA ten MDB - 

- 


ri 

23 

1 lo The DiAO >*andas 

- 

- 

TT 

33 

12. Chnntligntto » 

- 

■ 1 - — ^ 

¥f 

24 

lil. Bindusdin 

- 

- 

IP 

23 

H. Asoka - 

- 


JT 

4 

Total 


- 

- 

313 


Wtoro Ui^ Bu3iilia dii^, oinl 
,, jiftcsnrattliit 

ff 

„ betweyn thqiD. 

tf 

A now dyaiusty* 

I,. bofoFO tbo Si^i 5 ond CoimoLl 
„ afterwanU* 

,, A new dyiwwty. 

tt 

IT 

Tl 

befoio bia eorotintion. 

betwnon Gnntfiann^a dmtli and A^olta*i 
coronntioi:!- 


ion W. .inn «ttm to tho oonddemtioo of *!. list posootly.' B«t T »ould hoio sdi tli«t 
Kos. 3, 4, S, a, ood 7 o~ ™id to kov. »* otoidoml ti,»r fotto sod pmltos«or; sod 1 . oold 
„1„ dlsw stteotioo liiotly to tko froqotsit rscortooco of o.JtilJM of 4 sod 8 m Iks oooilio™, 
sod to tko corion, ooiockkio™ i. tko oomkers stoigood to tko too djotosOto, Nos. lU tool 11, 
tool of .kick is -H to hov. toigoed 38 ycors! sod ssooodly to tko fool tkst tko . ». nt 

totthoritis. ksv. dto pnoortod too tto in tkc Purios, s list of tko King, of Jlsgodko donog tkis 

period, oootoiniog oaioos idootic.1 oitk some of tko okovo, kot otoittiog otkors, sod ponorolly 

shorter in ito arrangcmeiit. . „ , i. ■ 

101, Tko foUottiog is tko list from tko llokdvoosn of tko Bogs of Coyloo, tko oorabom to 

kmokoto rolorriog to the ^ of TWoouri. edition, on which the douilo or. gitoo 
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KIUGS OF CETlOJf. 


1. 

"Wljftja whft 

33 y&PU^ after (p. 33). 


Interregntitn . * - 

1 

PI 

(p. 54). 

2. 

Pnn^tl-w&aa Doth - 

30 

77 

(p, 58). Son 4jf tbo la^fc (p. 54), 

3. 

AbbiLjii _ - - - 

20 

ff 

(pL 63). Bon of tho Inat {p+ 5T}. 


Intcrrogtiuni (Tiw, p. 63) 

17 

*7 

(6 on p. 62; 4 on p. 63 { T on p* 64). 

4. 

Pnn^wkabbop ^ * 

70 

fj 

(p* 67). Nophotb- of Iho last {pp. 56^ 59j 60)* 

0. 

Ma{j& SIwa * - 

60 

$t 

(p. 63). Son of the last (p. 67). 


Totjll - 

236 

n 

from Gautama's doatli to tho Rcccsaion of IkiTiojitD- 


' piyu Tusa ill tho iBtb year of Kiug A^oka. 

lOa. In this list ire hare only five Kings, each the aon or nephew of his predecetaor, to fill 
out a period of 236 years. Half that time would be a long aremge. rapdukAbhnya was 
37 years old when ho began to reign (p, 67 { and comp. p. 58J; he mast, therefore, have been 
107 years old when ho died. He mEnried bis cousin, Sui'an^^pSli, before the intctTegniiiii 
began (p, 62) i so that their son, Mnta Siwn, must hero died 147 years after his parents' 
marriage. To show how littlo these figures con he depended upon, further comaient u'ould 
bo neodlcss; bnt It is worthy of notice for other reasons also that the two intorregnmns amount 
to just 18 years—^he exact difference between tie total of this list and the total of the last. 
To obtain this number, the six yaffs on p. 62, which elapsed heforo Ahhaya was deposed, ore 
nevertheless included in the second interregnum; and in the Dipavnnsa (book iv.), the lOth 
year of the Magodha King K4gtiddsQ is said to be the some as the 2(ltli of the Ceylon King 
Fu^dn, whieh presupposes the omission of tho first interregnum. It is pro'bable that the inter- 
rcgnnms are an afterthought; and that the list was first arranged to fill up the jioriod of 
218.years appearing in the list of Hagodbu Kings. 

103. Passing now to the Theta-pttnmjmrd, it should first be noticed that a number of details 
regarding tho Theraa ore dated in such and Huch a yiar of such and such a King, either of 
or of Ceylon; whilst other figures ore given without refereneo to the Kings. Reducing 
the former, on the basis of the above Usta of tbe Rfija-paramporfi, to the eta of Buddha, wo 
have tho following result 

LIST OF THE THERAS, 
nftLii&iKa TitB hftam datkif mr tiee 



Dil« flf 

Btnli. 

tMic tff fan 

jlLflmlltuci» 14 
dtw Order. 

As* Bl full 
AdsrltUDix it 

of 

JfitfiBbeitilp. 

Ajfi ■! Dfslik^ 

JMr Of Dmb 

rpoii 

44 Sef. B. 

HP 

60 

V. 

74 

60 A-ti- 

JMsalu 

14 

IG A,Bv 

40 

50 

64 

60 A.n. 

Sonaka 

60 A-i. 

50 A.S* 

40 

44 

66 

124 A.B. 

Siggava 

100 A.B. 

1 (10 A.l. 

64 

55 

76 

176 A-B. 

Ttssa 

156 A.Ew 

164 A.n. 

66 

6S 

86 

234 AJi. 

^atunda 

204 

224 A.B* 


60 

69 

265 A.b. 


* Di£iiirftQ8ft; BJiifiMTiia iT* ttul falL ; 30 
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1D4* This list will no more bimr exnmmntioii than tto lant. That Siggava woji admitted to 
full orders in the year in which he wm bom uppeara clearly on the face of the table^ other 
ubziiirditlea are only slightly latent^ and Tumour has already pointed out Tnnrfi than enough*^ 
* llattifcsdyj* fiaya Mr. Ttirtioar, q^eoking especially of the SiggaTu dehulsj * thews dates also 
are au impoidtloa*^ It dees not to have oocurrod to him that his otvii mode of culciilationi 
(on the basis just referred to) might possibly, seeing that it came to so al^urd a coucluaon, 
bo the cstLse of the ahsurdit}'^. Lot ua> however, try how the list looks if we teavo out all thoae 
dates which depend on the li?ta of Kiags, and take ooly those data vrhich sro Btoted abso¬ 
lutely without any referenoe to the BAja-paramparii We ahull then have from the Dipavansii 
the following 

LIST OF TIIETHKHAS, 


iy£iBrKXDE.vi or xjie wsth or rryas. 


A« when h* 

^Jklllnj ItU 
vamwMar ta hill 
Mnlwritikp. 

Af* vbm 

}l^ 

jeqt.'bi' j**« 
bt w«f 

Mi Mfltiiibfr 

TvmH 4iktUlt whldl 
fefAb)»«adbli 
ibhtsBtM&r 
mnt Mi Hembcn 
iif Lb« OrUhr- 

T«*ti 111* 9*tl 
^cmbcniidfi ^ft*r4 
bl* 

isliAj^ga. le fall 
XtubenUp, 

50 

74 

A 

k- - 

1 -I 

M 

45 

64 

50 

10 

31 

40 

66 

44 

36 

18 

64 

76 

55 

. 12 

45 

66 

86 

53 

20 

49 



217 


140 


tTpoH 

D^ku 

Soaoko 

Si^ioiva 

Tissa 


Ihisaka wm admitted to full Mombeiship , * - ^ - 

Tho Second Council was in the twelfth year of Mahiada'a full ilctnbersbip 


Date A^D. of A^ka^s Council 


U J..1 
12 

]SS 

18 


Date A.BL of AfokaV coruoatioa 


150 


106, Only the data of tho former three of these five columiis are actually found in the iXpa- 
vanBa; llic two latter bemg calculated from them- The test, for instaneo, says that flonahu was 60 
years old when he died; that ho had then been ordauiod to the ryjamuipfirfa degree for i4 years j 
and that he was -10 years old when ho received Siggava into full memhenship,—or, in other words, 
when he, at tho Upimtnpatid Kamntatiacd, m Ordination Ceremony, at which Siggava received 
the itpasampadd degree, filled the poeidon of lywjjfAaya or superior. It follows that for the 
remaiaing 26 years of his life both ho and Siggava were full membora of tho order, and that 
18 Team had elapsed since he himself had received tho ttpatampadd ordination, Disaka then acting 
as tipiij^Tidffa. In the samo way it is found that 31 j-eora elapsed between the ordination of 


* Jcimal ibo Anitic Sciortf, vol. liilF 

wl 02 S. Tumour'i MSf wm iJUDOTicct in *01101 

pLic««. Thiki, in the namhen wbick m huTv, 17, 

^ 929, Uae 22, jbootd be 14; A, it C30p Hikd 4, ihoolii W 


1 ^; md 89, ift p. Uim 25, ihould ba 56, ucdrdiB^ Ut the 
M8, at tha DlptkViJiii hy iba Kib^ oi Beeiw to thu 

CdlAmbo Gonxum^t libnuy, tha hist MS, at the DlpATSM 
I Ltaow ot 
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D^-sakn, in tke IClh year after Gautwna's death, and tho ordination of Sonaka; 43 j-ears between 
the ordinations of Siggava and Moggoli-putta Tissa; and 48 years between Uiose of Ti«ssa and 
Muhinda. The* figures added together make 15G (Ifi+Sl+lS+ ta+dS) for tbo numlwr of 
years wliieh elapsed, according to this ThOTn-paraoipBr&, between Oautaraa's death and the 
oidinatiou of MobincLj ; and Mubindu baving been ordained in the 6th year after Asoka’s 
coronation, it follows that the dates lOO a.b. for that event, and 168 a.ii. for the Council of 
Patna, are tho oiilj' dates consistent with this list. 

106. It will thus be seen that /Ac eery oMed f>f the Cetjim historkat booki numh^n tchkh 
mit^ alhw /or 168 yfors having eittpsed Ae/jcccn the death of the littddha and AioWe eaunci/, and for 
150 !/ean beticeen the death of the 'Buddha md Afoka's eoranaiion. Hut tlic same hook (Dipavimtiii, 
Dth canto, last lines) says that the council was hedd 236 a.b., so that the coronation was 218 a.b. 
Which, if either, of iho two dates is the correct one f 

107. There can be no doubt, I think, hut thot the shorter period is, at least, the more comet; 
for, quite apart from the lints of Kings, and jud^ng only from the list of Theras* the number of 
Thuras succeeding one another is not long enoagh to fill out 236 years, whereas they could 
weU have occupied the sborter jicriod. We Lav© seen also above that the lists of Ceylon Kings 
cannot possibly fill out the whole of tho 236 years: and though the list of the Jlagodha Kings 
contains nothing which would show, from internal evidence alone, that it is too long; it Is longer 
than tho corresponding list presorved by the Brahmin authorities. 

108. The shorter period must therefore be held to overrule the longer one; cau it also be 
considered as itself correct!' To this tho answer con only at pn^t be ^ven on a balance of proli- 
uhilities. To me it seems very notaral that Hahinilu, the son of Asoka, should have teken for 
his HjtMa/Aayri, or superior, tho most influential and important Them in the Order; and that the 
names of hk superiors and tiaichers, and of their superiors, should bo weU known. It is also not uT 
all improbable that the ages of these men at their death should have been remeraberod, since 
it is an important part of the rccogniited service at the admission to the tqmampadd degree, 
that tho ages of the candidates should be then recorded; and by that record the monk’s 
precedence, at every subsequent meeting of the Order, is determined.^ The evidence is not, 
therefore, in favour of these numbers having been Invented, like thoao of the hat of Ceylou 
Kings; but nitber the contrary. On the other Imnd, however, they may. of cour*, contain 
mistakes; one figure at least which would affect our result must be considered unreliable until 
better MSS. ahull enable us to correct the csisting text;* imd concerning one figure which 
would not affect the result there are Vfiriou-s leodings in the 3ISS.* From Mohinda’s time 
to that of the author of the Dipavansa there was an mlbrokcn succession of teachers and 
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fttudcuts, of vrltcrB and readcra. The works comiJosod during the intenal ore only known 
to us tltrough Uuddlingliosha’H coiumontnnos "which took their place* just as in Ccjlou the 
Mahivansa took the pbee of the D>i)avutiBa, The bttor has only been preserved to ns hy the 
fortunato cWo that when Bnddhnghoaha left Ceylon for Burma, the 3Iah4vnn«i had not yet 
hcen writtenj all the Ceylon MSS. of the Dipa^imsa being derived medbtely or imracdiutfly 
freni Bumifl. Aiid a-s, if it had been lost* we should have knonn of it only from the 
3rah4vansa* so we know the names only of the different cotamentaries and treatise* which 
existed before Bnddhaghoaha; such ns the Audha Atthakathi. the MahA AithaknthA. tho Mulu 
AtthaknthA, tho MahA Poccarl, the Kurundi, the Bndha Attlmkatbi, the Siiukhepa Atthukatha, 
olc' These, however, are enough to show that the Thera-panmi[>arB had uvery chnneo of being 
carefully presenod during tho period between Mahinda and the author of tho Dlpavanm. At 
the present stage of our diacusMon we may conclude, I think, that wo have m this list tho 
uctual names of the Them-paramparA from Gautama to Slnbinda; whether the aggrogatn period 
assigned to thorn can be taken aa correet, we sbaU bo better able to judge after eonm further 

remarks. ^ , 

109. If tho njuncs, to say nothing of tho numhcTB, of tlie succcaaioa of Thorna recorded m 

the earliest Ceylon histories are cousistont only with a shorter date, how is it that tho authors 
uf thoeo iMoks have made the miatuke which certainly lies in the dale* 236 a.b. and 218 a.h,. 
assigned in them to the Council of PA|aliputm, and to the coronation of Asoka ? This is, of 
eourso, very difficult to answer} for while the number of ways in which a right calculation 
can be made is limited, the number of ways in which a mietuke may be made vs very brge. 


Still some light may ho thrown, I think, even on this. 

HO. The larger date ia 218 a-b., tho shorter 150 a.d. The difference w 68 years. Sow in 
turning bock to the list of the Kings of Magadhm the reader will discover tho curious 
coincidence that the reigns of the SusunAga dj-nasty amount in tho aggregate to just 68 yearn. 

' That may be only chance,' says tho careful reader. Very good l hut on cjcaminiag the list 
of Ceylon Kings he will find precisely this period of 68 yearn re-nppoaring from the beginning 
of one interregnum to the cud of the other. It is a very strange chance that this particular 
period should stand in Mh lists divided by door and distinct lines from tho rest of the 
chronology. But this is not oil- have no other list of Ceylon Kings with which to 

compare ^imrs; but we have another list of the Magadha Kings drown up from Hindu 
outhoritios, bv Professor Wibsvn in his edition of tho Viahnu Pur4na.i Xn the Hindu list 
we find the very SusunAga dynasty referred to in tho W paragraph ^parateJ from tho other 
names, and placed l^are tho rest of th« Kings corresponding to those in iha Ceylon list.* 
iVnd. finuUy, if we treat the Ceylon list in a eimUnr manner, rad place the SusunAga dynasty 
before the others, we obtain a new list remarkablv m agreement with that of the FurAnas. 
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XrinSltATA 0 SIESTALTA. 


Tlio comctaC38 of thia statement vOl, perbaps, be most cosily proved, by arrangiog tbo lists 
in pontUel colimuifl—on arraDgC’inC’nt wliich will also throw light on tho fonas o-f seveml of 
the names. 

Likt oif Tin M.^!t.apha Kbhib pmk tub Lm ap tub Kinob iuoH tub 



Viw 

U^TfTA, 

CnKQj^Qjjm (hb-abkasobd). 



40 

40 

Simijrdy<f 

- 

- 

IS 

Kdlcavoran* - 

36 

36 

ITdhwoia* - 

* 


28 

Kshocna-tlliarman - 

20 

36 

Hit hft tom io^sihfr 

- 

* 

22 

Kuhatra-ujos^ 

40 

30 

BMtiya" 

- 

- 

10 

Bimbisdni 

28 

28 

Bimbisdra - 

- 


S2 

Aj^Usntru 

2S 

27 

A^dUmittu - 

- 


32 

Dbarbaba* 

25 

24 

Uduy ii'bbailraka * 

- 

- 

16 

Udayil^Tn* 

33 

83 

Anunidclhaka ) 



S 

Nautli-^Tudbana 

42 

43 

Munc^ } 



^fjib^-TinncliTi - 

40 

42 

N^j^oilAsaka 

- 


24 

Nnnda and his son - 

« oaA is 

0 Nandos - 



22 

Cliaadrogupta 

24 

1 ■ 

CbandEgutta 

- 

-■■ -1^ 

24 

Yiodusdra 

2S 

1 m 

BinduMm - 

-i- 


28 

A^kavonlhEuiB 

4 

<t m 

Lhomm^ka 

- 

- 

4 


nip If the P&li and Sanskrit lists Led Wn derived from similar sources^ and the PfiU one 
nftenvards altered, bj" a ebange la the relative position of tho first three items in the above 
list, in order to make tho intmid botweoa Gauhtma*s death and jWka's eoromtion longer 
hy 68 yeflrs^ all the above coincidences would be expluiaotlp Now it will have been noticed 
that the List two colimma in the table above (§ 104), from wblali we obtained the ahortor date, 
are calculatiorts not found in the Dipavansa. Is it posoible that the Cojlon chromcler should 
have forgotten to make those subtractions P In cthef iixnib, (M added up not f/mn 
itAicA ehp^nt trtiemi each ordination and the nest, bnfc the yeara dunng which each There 
wa^ full member of the Older (upiuampanm); forgetting that in mrfier pari of each Thera's 
npa^nipad&ship tho ptovioua Theresa npasampadSdiip irwr ^iiU running* 

112. We haro aeen above (S96)p that a Bimilar confusion was actually miulo hoiivecn the natural 
and the spiritual ages of Mahinda and his sister; and thoro is another consideration tbut strongly 
fiupjwrta the probability of thia tnistake having been made. While each of these Thoras did 
actually receive upasampodaj and tho date of his having received it was canrfully recorded, none 


^ Tb« Pltr 4 lUl# from irMqh tliiB liA hm Iwi du^ an thn 
Yi^na, Viyu, imi BliKgBtiibi I'urAma, TlifljBBrw in 

tbu BumbuT Bud unkt of tbp Mugii but diSer m ht^ 

{d tbe DBiDB. Only tbfl HbcxTB sita Oia Iei 3 |£i&ai of rptgBL I 
bni-B foUinrcd tbir ftiruB of tbo UMin by in hU 

lailUcho AherthutiuikniLdQ, toL L p. Bmf v«L p. 12 QT+ 

* Botb kMurti^ tail xaevi It U qiute im- 

pouiht» iritk Ktm, JflbirtfrllkEigp p. to tBkB Uiu lAftex In tb« 
■OTito of ^ BbmtadAgifidL* &» Chitder«''i Da^i. imdiir ** 


tUai p. tiU, TLotfi i; p- Lt the btfarT, nirt 

tbe fornkfiTk p^n of the neniB' irbiob bu bet'D 

* Tbn SMi5kritfunn Riggovti the EbattirBl bus ihn 

■bofo form ofrniri not oolj in Mukh i-Hiiim Tlla (T,, p. 10}, 
but jiIbo in tbo Dtpamnn, ctmto in 

* The t’Mi naDm tornapoEsAi to itbe tvo Sanikrit onofi. 

Of tbcoB, DbidMkd, a funo foond aowbi!n! ii probably me- 
tBlbetii for } uid tha af m of tJilBy&irft Aom not apptror 

UL thB Mif&yB j^uiiju. 
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of them in point of faet oun haTe bocomo CJhief of the Yiimy% or Chief of the Ordert in any 
patnEirclml gen^; and oven the date of 218 a.b, for the coronation of Afoka m derived from 
lalding up, not tho yeam of their chiefship of the Vinay^j bat the yearn of their upanampadinhip. 
Yet during the whole aceouut great ntrona in laid on the faot that cneh of these Theras was 
Vt^ifiya-pdmokli/ia, which has all tho while nothing to do with tho chronology. Now tho Priinooy 
of each Thera, unlike hia uiiasanipad&nlnp, would have begun where tho hwt one ended; so ihut 
if a confuaion hod been made hctweon the two, the mero addition of the nortiherB, without eub- 
tniction, would have followed as a matter of eotu«. The chronider would then have argued 
thus; Tissa is Mohinda's superior Siggava waa Tisaa^H superior, and so on liack to 

Gautama I if T add together the years of upasumpaddship of those luperiors back to D&snkU; 

- who was alive when Gautama died, 1 ahall find out the full time that tme elapsed ainoe Gautama ; 
hut SlahJjida was not ordained at the time of A^ka^s coronation, so I must leave him out. 
He would then have added up tlie (Mrd coimm in tho table at | 154: {ftMfmd o/ i^e fjlh^ and 
would have concluded that 217 years had elapsed between iho time of Gautama and Asokii's 
corotmtion. 

lid- It ifl not a EufBdcnt objectioTi that thin would have been too fcMilisb to bo possible. If 
not thiH, then tho ehroniderE umdo aome other mistake as had or worse. ^ May the writer venture 
to ask, was not the reader souiewhat pu^^Ied at first sight by the headingfi of the columns in 
the table at ^ 104 P Por himself, tho writer is w iUin g to coufesa that he dot^ not find the 
aTgamcnt they contam by nny means so dniple as it is uadoniablo; and if furtlier proof wero 
needed^ it would bo found in the fact that it does not sectn to have occurred to Mr* Tumourt 
or Professor Westergaardp or Professor Eem. 

114. A more valid objection seems to he, that the luistsko would then have boon 67 iustead of 
68 years, aa we have found that it actually was. But tbU does not follow- MoggalUputta Tiasa 
was ordained in the foiurth year of Asoka-^ At a festival three years aftorwunls Afoka ddeminesi 
on Jllie ordination of Hahinda ,*^ yet immediately afterwards it is said that Mahindn was orduinod 
in the sixth year of Asoka.*^ So agalo^ though the cojonatiou of Asoka hod been fixed in. the 
year 218 and tho Council of Patna in tho 17th year of A^ka,* yet the Counedl is phieed in 
236 A.®* Once more^ an evfmt placed in the ICth ywr of King BbnbiHini. is m the following 
sentence said to have happened when 15 years of his reign had ehijised.* Again, in tho butoo 
page of tho Slohavunsa it is Rai4 that Bimbis&m reigned 37 years ^ after hia oonvemon,' but 
in the Sinholeso authorities, from which Spence Hnrdy drew his account, the some thing is 
meant when it is said that" he rendered assistance to Buddha during 36 yeurs-^^ This lost instoueo 


^ T1i« mUtallcfr maj hm trim iram the cunfaqou 
brtWMi £&fciiTArt)4 sml tie AfAki oiukir place the 

&h 1 CooDcil t hut itcro are taaiif ia wv^tiin^ vat Hut 

GiplauttPS. Tha confoHom arctoA to tm* rrfQlt, iw4 a 
aC the nui^laka; ainl it b a MbditnaiiDii ripw UuU 

TfcraubLha, lli« Tihetm hinottaUp whOa pUttak CitodcO, 
like aVfTj die, iriHler an Afoka, Mjrt ihMr tlM awrttiblid 
m"pk« Wilts ^ bjr Nimda (p. 41J- Amnliii^ to mj tagtilLcs* 


Iw, tkv taA C^lllicE lalla Ifflikr ChandrAirilpta^ It ll t Tf/Tf 
c^nmiDii Sffvr to mppwe thti Caii^dl Kflkovwn to Neithtfru 
The qnutuF]] ii lep^ In ^ iliiCBiiAl in fl mbt, 
but ae« lUf * pp. am to ^£1, aUii 

» MahiiTABHp p. 34- » IhhL Ii^. S4, 3C. 

* Ibbl p. 37. ^ IWd. p. 43, * Ibid, p-10. 

7 ILuiiyi Manuel oi BtidUhtnu. pngE tD3 ; cuEOpiiu 
Bi^ondet'a * Lilt or Lcg^tivl <i4 Gtiadnitii,* £4®- 
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c^lainA the way in wliich difflereDcea of one year, whicli are not ijafrtquent, Lave arisen ; 

and if our calcalalors had concluded that SIT years had elap&ed boti^oeii the death of 
Duddha imd the coronatioii of A^jkn, they would alw huTe expressed the aamo ihitig by saying 
that it took place in the SIfith year after that CYcnt* A difference of one year would not 
therefore be a discrepancy fatal to the proposed explanation; bat even this sUght difference 
depends on our placing the Council in the ISth year of Asiiku according to the more uumcrouH 
authontico. As has been just pointed out* the ^lahAvaiisa itself places itj in one juissage, in 
the 17th year of llil^^ reign; and if we had used 17 instead of 18 in our calculation, there 
wciuld have 1>een no di^repancy at alb 

115. The foregoing examination >yould seem to show thiit the persons who first calculated the 
dates 218 and 236 A-n, (perhaps the earlier chroniclers theniselyes) had as data to work upon 
the tradition regarding the succession of the Kings of Magadha, and the tradition regarding 
the succession of Thcros from Goutatoa to Mahindn (mcludmg the numbers in the table in 
I ]04)- — troditieiis which liad been brought by Muhlndu to Ceylon, They had also certain 
details regarding the succession of Kings in Ceylon, including the aames, but probably not 
the numbefB, given in the table at § lOL It h ahnost certain that they hud not before 
thorn the numbers given m the table at § 110 from the VAyu and Mat^j-a Puriuas. In 
njckoning buekwurcLi tJiey the Thera-parampard ; and in doing so they maile some arithmetical 
blunder—veiT likely the blunder 1 have suggested ; and thus carried the dates further hack 
than the very numbers before themt which they have fortunatel}" prosoryed, would rightly 
warrant- 

I 16k Either they themselyea, or somo later chronickr,—^for the chronology pToserred to us is 
probably dac to more than one mind, — then noticed the diacrcpancy between (he dates thus 
wrongly derived from the Thcni-porumjyar&p and those of the R^ja-parampuri of Magudhu. 
They concluded that the latter, to them the less aaered of the two, must be wrong; and they 
accordingly harmonized the two lists by bringing the Susim&gu dynasty down into thot part 
of the list embracing the period to which the dates 218 and S3(j refer. 

117. Before tho DlpavansHi wm written also* the belief in the curious tradition^ of ivliich no 
truce U found in the Farinibbdna ButtUp asrigiung the date of Wijuya^B tiuidldg to the exact 
time of Guutmna'^s death,^ must havo become fixed. It followed that from that time to the 
accoH^on of Doy&numpiya Tissa 236 years must have elapsed ; and the RAja-pammpura of 
Ceylon was brought into agreement with that belief by assigning to the Kings whose names had 
been handed down roigns of the length whoso impc^bility has been fully shown above 103); 
regardless of the fact that the number of reigns was quite insufficient for the pnrpaac* It is 
p^jssiblo that this belief was due simply to tho desire of hring^g the dytiasty of the pious 
Beydnampiya Tissa into immediato oonnexion with the founder of the Buddhist religion ; it 
is possible also that the truditiou depended partly on a fact, numelyp that the colonization of 
Ceylon by the Aryans really took place about os long before the time of Devfinarapiya Tissa 

1 MalifcrAiiK, p. 47, EbMurbr* lx. 
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as the chroniclons auppoacd Oaut4ama to Imve died^ In the former case tbe names of Wyaj-a^s 
successors may have been comsetly preserved, and the numbers only bo wrong; in the hittor 
the list of namca also w'ould bo incomplotoj and tho record would only hove preserved tbo 
moiKory of isolatodf not consecutive# event* during tbo jwriod in questioru This E^eems tho 
more probable; but it is scarcely necesaiory for our urgumont to examine more minutely into 
this question here. It is sufficiently evident from the details given that the numbers ut l^t 
are untrustworthy# and that tbe story of Wijaya himself i$ In grmt part legendary» 

1 IS, It may be suggested that^ if the above conclusions as to the relation between tho RAJa^ 
paramj^arAs and the Thera-parampari he correct^ the later PAli chronologijfts must havo soon 
seen that the short list of six Thoras was Hcoreely oonsi^ont with the long date which bad 
then become pirt of tho Coyloa chronology : and further that as they corroctod the other lUts 
of lUiiuos to agree with that date# so oliso they would have corrected tho list of Theraa ta 
bring it into hannoiiy with the longer period. Now it is true that 1 con nowhora find the 
list given in tho DIpavansa distioctly qm^bnisl# and. the llahdvansa gives the some uanios as 
the Dijiavansa; but it is at least curious tJmt a corrected list is, in fneti found in tho Mfidn* 
rattha FTJVwnih' a commentary on the BuddhavaiiHa attrihutfid by Tumour to Budclhughoahfl.* 
M. Barthel^my St.*llilaire thinks the tone of this work not quite the some us that of the other 
cortunentaries known to be by Buddbaghoshat and concludes that tho work w^os certainly not 
written by him; adding, on tho authority of M. (rrimblot^ that it was wrilten in a town in 
the Bckhnnt at tho month of the KnvirL* Uow'ever this may be# it is stated in tho Jladardtlhu 
YilAsini that the BuddhavanBo# one of the PiliJca books, w'as * perpetuated * or handed down 
from the time of Gautama to tho Council of Patna *by the generation or unbroken sncccsHion 
of the Theras (i,*. Theru-puramparA). This is the succesrion: SAripntto tbero, Bhuddaji* Tisso- 
kassa-^putto, Siggtiwo, Moggali-pntto, Sudatto, Dhammiko, Sonako^ llewato.' This list^ it must 
bo confessed, looks exceedingly like a mcdihcoition of the list found iu the Dipavuivsa; for nich 
Thors w’ould naturally have been ordalnod from 25 to 30 years boforo ho orduinod the next on 
tho list» and on average of about 26 y<aira for ouch would just moke up the 236 years required 
by the longer chronology. 

119- Thoro is only one other question on whJeh a few more words must bo siid; the question# 
namely, whether the shorter dates e# 150 and 168 years aro any more trustworthy than the longer 
ones of 218 and 236 years# thus found to bo incorroct? In other words# were tbo data before 
the chrouiclers of such a charueter that, even if they had not made the blimder of 66 }^oars 
now eo clearly evident, they cew/d have drawn a right conclusion from thenii In addition to 
what has been said above (S lOS) on this point, it will be noceasiry# in order to answer this 
questiori, to ana^rer another; whether# namoly, the Tbeiii*paianipftri given at | 104 contains, 
liko the E&ja-parumparA# any inherent imposdbilitics. 

1 Turnn>yr nm■! 10 tJuj Immil et tbc’ Bengal AjuUfi Sodeij, ti^I- tqL |p. 701 (p. IS- of tlieiNspArAterfpriath 
^ tbM. pv p. ir. * Jaumal djM Sjii^iLUi, JanTUT# 
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120. Firttlj*, thfiD, it should be noticed that, were the numbers nt g 104 ultogcithor lost;, wq 
should still draw the conclusion from the list of Domes (done thut about a centiitjf and a half must 
have dapised between the death of Gautama and the ncocaaiim of Aeoko. By the ndca of 
the Order no one could bo ordained until he had completed his SOth yeartU spttjjhd^ or 
superior would natureliy be one of the older monks, who had been ordoinod 30 j^are or more 
before; wo have four such intm'ola, and have to add 16 years for the time which is said to 
havo elapsed between Gautama's death and DAsakn's ordination, and. 12 years for the interval 
between Mahinda's ordmiition and Asoka's aeecaaion. This would g^vo ns a total of ahoul 
143 years. If we fate the somewhat similar case of a clergyman of the present day, and tnujo 
hack from the bishop who ordained him. to the bishop who ordained that bishop, and so on book 
through four steps of the ecelofdastieal succ^odon, we should dud that a siinilar period had 
elapsed.* Tliere is, therefore, nothing improbable in the total of loO years. 

121. Jfeither, with one exception, ia there any inconsistency or improbability in tho details of 
the nnmbcTs preserved to us. It will bo seen that DSanka is tsaid to have been upsssmpanns, 
i.e. full racinbor of tho Order, for SO j'oarij, and to havo been only 64 when ho died- This is 
inconsistent with the rule referred to in the last paragraph, according to which be cannot 
have boon 14 years old when he was ordained. If wo read any number below 44, say 40, for 
tlic SO given above, this inooiisiitenjcy would bo remetUed j and it is possible that better MSS. 
will show the existence of an old error in this number, os they hove already enabled, us to 
correct some of the others Meanwhile I do not propose any ultorntion, and merely note the 
fact that this error of from 6 to 10 years is tho only error in tho details apparent from the 
endeuce before us. As there is no iraprobabilily in the total, there is therrfore no reason 
to compel us to reject it as, to a greater csteut than six years^ necessarily wrong. 

122. By tho argument ahovo wo have concluded that the date of A^ka's coronation must 
be 6xed about 265 a.P. or shortly after ; «ay certainly between 260 and 273. Wc have now 
coDcludcd that tho details given in the Dipavansu 6x the death of Gautama at 1*10-150 years 
before that event. By uddiag the two numberB together we obtain an appreicimatc result of 
between 400 a n d 423 ii-c. (say a few* ynsars more or loss than 412 B.C.) for the date of Gautama's 
death, according to tho oldest Ceylon authorities—a result nearly as useful, for most historical 
purposes, os if it could be fixed to a single day. 

123. This final conclusion ia not without support from eomc of tho most trustworthy of the 
Sort horn Buddhist authorities. To them Eonishkn occupies the place of Asoka, and Kaniahka’s 
Council has the importance which the Council of Patna bos for the Southerns. Some of the Tibetan 
books consulted by Csoina pkeo tbo Council at 400 years after the Buddha’s death ;* and Iliouen 
Thmng. the learned Ghineso PUgrim, says that Eauislika ascended the throne about 400 a.ii,' 


I irpABlait>tidi->£atQtDllfi^ ^ DkkBuli, p^. 4^ 10. 

^ In ihv iLt ut Jiin ThvttiA, ibe foq.n^ dflnr Stidlmnaii, him- 
ietf ckrdfliikvd ti^ thit MahJivSn, Lv «iM %o linTs diod 146 
Biter VHrdhunUiu. SUYBUMKu’i £sl|ia S^tTBip p- IPOs 


■ Cmm X&rtifli, lLe«eiUTh»T V?- 

Qciinpan J.£.A.5. ToL tH p. 145+ 

* $tiiiLtilB» JulicD'f tmiiAljitioti, Mfiaabet itar Lni oaottiT* 
tcL Lp, 172- 
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It Is acknowledged that Eauiishkii began to rdgn nbont the commencCJiMMit of our era,' and 
he held hie council some years btcr. Those fitatementfi would thereforo moke the Buddhist 
era about 400 B.e. But the Dumber 400 used in them is a round number, we do not Jeuow 
the data tm which these troditioiu founded, and I cannot oito them oa at nil conclusive.* 

I have nUo endeavoured to arrive at some ooncluHon on tho basis of the Join era, hut have 
only been able to teach Dcgntive results of very little voluei The most common date for 
the Jain era, dating from Vurdbamfina’s death,* is 537 #.c. j but I cannot find how old 
this truclitlon is, or how early the cm wos used, or on what calculation it is based. 1 am 
convinced that Vardhum&na and Gautama, the Buddha and tho ilahfivira, are not, os sotno 
have supposed, the same porson; and I do not think there is yet sufficient proof for Cole- 
brooke's and Stevenson^s opinion that Siddhirtha Onutama is the same as Indrabhuti Gautama, 
the pupil of Tordhamiun. It is only certain that tho N^igu^thas, a sect referred to in the 
Bitakos, and of whiuh the Joins ore the modern representatives, existed as airly as the Buddhists; 
and that a complete discussion of tho earliest Jain books would threw great light upon the 
period in which both originated. 

124. Scsimahy. 1. Of the numerous dates asdguod by different writers of the ifortUern and 
Southern schools, to the death of Gautama, we can only test one,—that given by the Ceyton. 
chroniclers, which place it in 643 B.C, 83-8G)i 

2. This date is found to he arrived at by adding to the date 161 B.e., at which tho 
accession of Dushta GAmupi is fixed, two periods of 140 and 236 years, making together 543, 
Tho fonner is the period from Devtuampiya Tiesa, whoso accession is thus placed in 307 b.cl, 
to Dushta G&mniji ; the latter is the period botweeu the death of Goutorou ond the Idth year 
after King Asoka’a coronation, which is tho year of Dov4nampiya Tissa's aceesaiou (S5 87, 88), 

3. Tho firat date, 161 b.c., is correct. But the period of 146 years is certainly too long 
by about 60 yoare; aa Asokn’s corenation can bo fixed, through his own relations and thow 
of bis grandfather Chandragupta with the Greeks, at within a few years of S65 b.c. (SS 60-97). 

4. The other period of 236 years is also open lo,gravo doubt. The suoccwiona or lists of 
Kings (ieq/(i-/wiWrty>ord) in Mugudba and Ceylon, w'hich support it, ore found by critlcifnn to 
bo onlrustwoTthy {!§ 99-102), 

5. In the oldest Ceylon Chronicle, tho Dspavaiiso, is found a list of succesaivo Thonis 
(rAfro-jKfrflw^ioni) from Chmtamu to Asoka's son Mahinda, which abo seems, at first sight, to 
bo full of incredible statements. On further esominntion, however, it is found to give figures, 
not necessarily untrustworthy, which give dates 150 a.b. for Aseka s coronation, and 168 A.li. for 
tho Council of Patnn and tho introduction of Buddhism into Ce 3 don in tho first year of 

' AtUrtlmiaifcimd?, wJ. H. p. ). which spfMKnlt; limi the tim wlmn VitrfluiinliiM becqne 

* Tliii JiBwnt Bnnncw nTta jiTEU bf BigaudcU Ufr oJ an awiw. The pwilHlitynf Miwilmilar Worimio Bodilhi-i 
CsuLiiDiu2iiilt4. p. 380 («wip pp. Isa.tlT, S61h«*ml*wktBd wmpoUtii™ ghmild not he lort lisht gf; eeprriallj », ■ceetiliat; 
OR. the ofdinaiv oot toiTod fimn Cejiaa,Jitlcr tlurditM 218 mi to the twlied me oI ll]« word, li« Boddho witauil; Ktbiiicd 
238 bed hcoowi fiwl STirrina mider tiie Bo*Ti«. thnt i» to ny, 45 pMit heruwi ho 

» PrioMp to his‘TTiefii! Tehlrsi' giv**saother ort,569 me,, died (»m wy ' Buddhum,’ |p. lU, 1 Id). 
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Ik-iV^uampiya Tisaa^s roigo* Th4^ figarea also afford an cxplraiatioti of tie mistaio by whici 
die longf^r dated could have beea rt3acbed ; and eoablo m to liaTTOonize tie Hindu and tbe 
Ceylon listd of Kmga of Magadlm, wbile they throw unexpected light on the figures of the 
native list of Ceylon Kings during the ^tmo ]>eriod (S^ 103-118)* 

6. These condidemtions have at least advanced die question of the Buddhist cm one step 
neaier to solution. Bui they can hardly as yet he coaisidepod to do more i for it is a long 
step from saying that the dueeession of Tlieras not necessarily ontnietworthYs or even that it 
is probably correct^ and saying that it is entirely condusivop It Ja reasonable to hope that the 
publication of the three and of the commentaries on them, will throw further light on 

this important point; jncauwhile it is at present nhnndcmtly clear that the earlier jjiOJihihle 
date for Gautama's di^th is 218 years before Asoka^s coronation^ or in other words^ Tjetween 
478 and 491 b.c. j but that this date Is xery uneertainp os the details which mnke up this sum 
of 218 yeors are unreliablcn And it is further clear that, if the Thera-parampari in the 
Dipiivansa can he depoudod upon—whieh^ withiii n few years» it probably eon—the death of 
Gnutnnia took pbee more than half a century later. In that caae^ by udding the period of 
140*150 years to tho correct date of Asha’s coronation, namely 2(10-273 we arrive at the 
approsimate date for the conimenccment of the Buddhist em bctwrecii 400 and 423 b.c., or say 
within 0 few years of 412 b.c. (IS 119-123)* 
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SnrPLEMEXTART NOTE OX THE SAHSARA'ir ilXD Rt^PX^fTH EDICT- 

Just as this Part of the ■ Xiimisniuta Oriratalia ’ wsa on the point of boiag *ont te pioea. the number 
of the fydian Antiquary for June, 1B77, has wtiie to hand, contohiinH Dr. Biihler'a leiimnl and mgenioua 
paper on the newly-discovered Eiliet, which ho assigns to A^kn, and which ho intcipietii aa gi^ng 
the number of years hutwcon tho time of OuutAina's death and the date of the Idiet. 

The Edict haa been found in three phicos; at Suliimrani, Kupndth, and lluiiAt. It commeneCH by 
saying that PEviwAiiPiri had been an upitala for more than 32i yoais without exerting himself Ktrcnnonsly; 
but tlint since a year and more ho hail entered tho Society Further on it quotes n siying 

or dDctrinc fnfrana/ inculcating strcniioii# endeavour, and states that this doctrine was prcaclied by tho 
F)fH{ka or VktUhu; and it tlicn adds a number. As tho texts differ aUghtly, 1 give, in full, the wotds 
of thia hist and most important sentenoo; 

S nbna ram. IgitjA ekn MTUM tivutkrM durt Kfpft^HaldtuatA firnWd ti 25B,* 

Itupuatli. FyufAcaa wfnrjw kftia !!A6 tatmHvAiata? 

Dr. Biililor's rendoring of tlw sentence from the Suhasrdm text is; ‘And tJiis scraion (») by the 
Departed- Two hundred (years) exceeded by fifty-six have paasod since j' and of th® sentonce frem 
tho Bupadlh text iss ‘This sermon has been preocUod by Uic Departedj 266 (ywtre Iiavo elapseil) siueo 
tho depiirtuiv of the Teacher.’ The cottnspotnling sentenco in tho BaSriit copy is nnfortuufttely quite 
illcgiblc- 

It will Im scon that the whob edict taken together is quite omhiguous; each tcjct give* tho saom 
nnmbtir of yoors' as having elapsed iium a certain event to tlie time of tliv edict; hat while that cv'cnt, 
in tho Suhaarum text, seem* to be the preaching of the doctrine referred to, in the Itupnath text it is 
the ‘depiirtnrc of the Teacher.’ Ttic nomo and nmk of tho spuBker. tho nature of the religion to which 
he bolotig«l, and the name of the Preacher or Teacher whmie words he purports te quote, are left to be 
inferred. Even the figures snpposeil te represent tho numlwr 256 differ in tho pnblUbcd fneflumles of 
«io two different texts in which they occur; but this is of minor importance, for in tho Sahasrfm text 
tho figures are accompanied by words which cun mean nothing else. 

This complete ambiguity is tho more vexatious smee the determination of any one of the doubtful 
points would enable na, with tolerehlo ccrtniuly, to dclonninc the rent; and thnn te obtain an authority 
far Indian rhronology older and more authentic than any, except the Greek noGces of Chandrognptu, 
which we yet poescBs. It is not, therefore, a matter for surprise that eminent sehubrs should have been 
temptdt, on whnt seem insuffleient grounds, te resolve tho doubt. Dr. Buldor argues thot Fyufhi* or 
PTvMi'ia, meaning ‘the Departed,' is a name which suits the Buddha very well; that Sata, moaning ' tlm 
Teacher,* certainly refere to him; that ritdta. •Departure,’ means death; and that. Ihurefere, tho ^cdict 
» dated freni the death of tho Buddha- Further, tlmt Derdttam ptpa, meaning ' Belovod of the Gods,’ 
is a rejal title, amdugeus to our ‘By tho graco of God,’ or the Homan * Auguslus’; that wo know of 
no Indian princes who made any great efforts for Buddhism in the third century after ths Buddha's death 
besides Ajokn and his gi«ml«n Da^amtha; tliat it is not hnowti that the tide Devfinnm piyo, or the 
alphabet of these inscriptions, were used by any one hnt tho princes of Ajoka’s dynasty, tlieir subjects 
and contcroponirics; nnd that Dajaretha cimiwit bo the author of tho mseriptious, as he reigned only seven 
ycara. Finally, therefore, tliat the wlict « A*ohn’6> and that it dates the death of Buddha 256 years 

I Aifinwh A niitskc for idratm! AndpsatoSlB forpaWstfilo orpoMmhn. 

» ryafimut is a mistsks for ryti(J>fM» ; abiI Dr. Biihld nsdr that form teiag icqnired to ogw® with sdrosr. 

» The word y«ui is oot meutioiicd, which is perhsps stnmgc; hut no olhit lutelA&tire mn ha uwhntood ia both roars. 
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hc'foro the 3^tli ye^ir after A^oka^s cenrerfiioii tn BudShbui; and this eenYendon Huniig tni-en ploco in 
the 8th year of hi* reign, ^mmenetng between 261 and 273 B.c.j the date of Goutflmii^fl death h tbtis 
fixetl between 483 and 4T1 n.c* 

If only the fimt throe Btopa o! the argument were indisputable, the rest would certmnlv follow^ but, 
as 1 have alttadj pointed out in the of July I4tb# if Sftift-wd^n ib tnken to be n I^udiUii^it esproa- 

ffioHn and to stand for a suggeAt-cd F41i it would jneiui not * the denth of the Teacher * ijfor 

which riinm'BMnft, or one of ita weH-known fijTionyniB, would nlmost certniiilj hare been nsed)^ but ^ the 
Teaehor’a abandoning bia home to bocome an oacoHe * j rird^d thtu^ lUinding for For p^wa^i 

means to live at u not ill tlio ponwi of being alive therOi but in tho sense of dwelling there ^ nml 

nrdu would mean tho going away from home^ the |^i.dng np of fixtid hiimly life, that abandonment of 
tiio world which Buddhists and Bmbnians allko hold a necessary prelitiunajy to the highest religious 
lifo.^ As tills step in tho Buddba''s cortior* whieh the Buddliitfts call *tbo Great Itenuuciatioii,* took 
jiltieo in the 52nd year before hi* dontht tho edict, if reolly A^oka^s^ and if speaking of tho Buddha as 
' the Tiratbn/ would jdnee Uio Buddhist cm bcitwoen 431 and 4,19 u.e. 

Thh) result would bo strikingly near to tho conclusion rencliod above i but though 1 was at Erst 
ini^lined to accopt> doubtfnllyj this interpretation of tho edict as the most probably cerreet} I jscarrclj 
think that wo **An go aven thns far with Dr^ Bublcr. For just as parintUrhaHit would be tlio natural 
cjcpresidon for thu death of a Buddha^ Sf» nfkMamm^ or aWnikMarnmal and not ciVusat would bo the 
natiiTa] capressioii for the Great Kenunciatiou; and I cannot undDi^tand wUj^ in an edicti of this kind, 
the UBUul wonl should have been displaeiid by one that may Indeed exist* but has not yet been found 
in any of the Bud{lliist Sanskrit or P^Ui texts. And, for a similar reason, 1 cannot believe, without further 
proof, that cither ryH/Aa or VkuiAa would have been used instead of any of the well-known epithets of 
the Buddha,* 

It Is indeed tmo that the pflat participle of m-vtUy to loa^o ono^s homo,^ would bo an epithet 

very appropriate to all bormitsi tLscetlcs* or members of the Baddbist Onlerj; but it would not be pccu- 
liurly cbniactcristic of a Buddha:{ aad in point of fitct the epithet ib not found in Bdli writings, in which 
ills idea has found another and cemmon expression in tho cognate words <Tjj4r^c{ny4i aat^ariX‘4^ 

and all meaning tho houseless* homeless, oao* an a&cctie/ is, I thmk, os pDinted 

out by I*tofcssor Pischel, only another form of ryu/Aa, Dr. Biihler indeed takes bath words as forms of 
tho post part, of ti-mrfi to turn away from, go away from; but this doea not expliun tho aspirate, 
while the confudon between the dentol and tho cerebral fs, the only objcctiou to Dr. Piachel's explana¬ 
tion, Lb amply justified by the dontd form being fnutid in Pali as aguiiust the ocrobml in SanAkrit^ In 
tkiiskrit tho past participle of tho simple verb being ifsAifo, and tho moat common form of the 

p.p,p+ of the compound verb* yet for the latter is also u&ecL* The compound verb does not occur, 

or rather has not yet been found, m F£i; but the past partidplo el roMff is most cammoitly vnithut 
though ra^ifd and UMhiU are nlso foiiiul Whil^ therefore the form ryw^A4 eerresponda to the Sanskrit 
t^yirnA^d, the form rivut^a carmpomis to a p«rihlo Ffili riruUhit. Ou the other hnnd* tho verb rtrsri 
DUikce its past participls In SoMkrit riFfiW<f, m Foil riVdffd or rirfl/ffl* and m Join-Prakrit piyiijf/dr* The 


* Si^rctuoti, £alpa p* 0 &, moodli* twa appajcatljr 

inroUfliiteiit ^tei for tin JMii srs by uyiog, * The dais hurfl 
giTvti ti foundHl im tbe uuAUks of tho aboiidMiinjcnt df the world 
for dfmth.' Bobilin^k-ldUl git« a» Ihe only meaning tor 

in Sjoukrit, * Dai Terlruwfm dirr ncimAl, Entlcnimig am iler 
llriinai, ViTliaiuiuiLg {iotrajUn]!/ 

* So ilw I^tdf. IQ tho 11 th AngiHt, 157 T. 

1 This ii thy tirditiary bcdh, with tbo aegiilire fdfeo of f i+ It 

ilsd dCfnrVt with tha intenaiTa lopce of fo the iK-niie of 
maiiaiisg, hogariog, pOMing tintfl, with the acTTuatiTH of the tamo 


acid it h Ln this scasc tbot the F-p<p. U xmii tho tetrad 
tinie el the end cf Ibo e-Ibiih id the Snh^rkm teit, quoted above. 

^ The iami! eiipreuioii h Died by the JaIdi^ Dr. S. J. Wir- 
irti'a ^ Di^or-diAieita.tioa,' Ottr do (lodidirQilige cn Wij^piirrige 
Begrippob dcFT Jnlliu; SSwoUcj 1375 i pp. 7i, 60. 

* Ur. PiichEliiLya not; hat e^aTH^Iisa of ihiaforra wiUbft foond 
m hotuIrngk-Rdth, not only from tha iLatlre dietipnjirie«> but 
abd [toea the BJjihhlihhrata. 

* Dr. £. l^tiillsr* Urihwgd idf OnEnmatik dee Joiiut-pAMl, 
prp. IT, 32. Dr- 6. J. Womm, Da daioui, p. , 
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pbmt JWHMHS d™ cnoui^li ; but cttu if Dr, Bijhlcr bo rigbt^ tbo sqido orguniEmt nppligf,, for noitbcr rirMa 
nor nW//fl oticurg among tbo opithots Applied by tlio Unddhktd to their Touobnr.^ 

There lemoiiis, iben, of the vonJa daiiui^ by Dr. Biiblor oa BiidiDiist termB, only wWcb bo tnkea 
to bo tbo roprcflentadvo of the very oommen TAli rpiihnt nonu mm of tbc Tcaiobert tbo 

Sanskrit Thia ideDdBcation^ however^ presto great diffleiiltiQa^ erne if it bn nt dl powble. It la 

most difficuU to believe that tbo final vowel eonld be a ^plo a, or that this woul eoubl ap|HMr in n form 
without the napimto to replace tbo f / ofpceiolly as tim oapirato would be mcjuired obo to ilistingulah tbo 
word from tbc connapomling forms of sueb comtiion wonla as Mapts and saim. J)r, Fisebol proiK»cf there- 
fore to tako to^ir fur ufru ^boing, OKistoncOn^ and In Irunaiate by ^ dopnrturo from lifo' in the 

JalQ nense. But tbb compound could never mean to depart from ono lifo to go into onotbuf i it eoiild 
only mean departure from exlstnhoo altogotber; and in either cow the worrl rirdjfrf would bn then out of 

plneop and the idea would be not only mono abotlly but mere correctly espTOftawl by For tlmugb 

tbo JiiUi of ptulosopby eunnot bo dtneuBsod in tbo middlo of tbia noto^ it is auffirioiiDy dear that 

tbo Jain booki at prgsoflt accefdbln use nirrdsA In tbo mms of the doatb ol A Jidu mint; and ttuit their 

nin^dna is not a ileportnro freni ojustence at aUp but oithor tbo absorpdaD of the ooul (in wbidi Ibey 

certainly believe) into tbo wodd-apiritt which is Dr. Wturoti’a opinion j * or iti entranoo to n rocdni of 
bliss Gsallod Alok^kisa^ which ia Madhava’a otatemcnti’ and is coafi.rmi]d by tbn nutlior of thu Kaca Tatwa.^ 
Ifp therefore, Prof. PbeboPs derivation holdsp it destroys bis intorprutntion ef tbo edict \ and if mlra 
viudia ia a posaihlo e:i[prtwoA at allp it menus going out of e^CReo, and U a Buddhist pbrnso. 

Samp^a, Br. BiihJor (p. fi) acknowledges to bo as much a loin os a Buddhist tedinioal term for 
their Orders or Socioties; ^ anil it tells even ogninst bb tbeoTy^ for, if A^kn over did enter tbo Buddhlfit 
Saibgbji^ it is most atrunga that the Buddliiat laonkSn who have told ua so much ubont liimp dicitld not 
have mcRticned tlib important foot. On tbo other liand^ in abandoning Hpdtakt to Ibo JaLno^ be perhaps 
passes over on orgumont of some forco for his view of the meaning of the edict i for wbiM upd$fiiit la 
the Ending eipirCBrion among tbo Budflbista for lay^aciplosp thu comspcmiling Jain word is 
^ But in our ignorance of Join literatuie it coHj perhapsp scarcely bo maintainod that the Jains did not 
nse u/i444^A also; just os the BudxBiiste also use idrein, ibougb in a slightly diifeiont eensOp m a ^tmo 
hearer ’ of the Word. It should bn added that wbiio tbn Sodiasifim and BEUrit te^ta clcoxly roitd updinkf^ 
tbo R^pnith tost U hero doubtfulp Dr. Biibkr runduig but the sa is not clear (it Icoki Uko «f)i 

and tbn Z'l is dourly loj wbiio the injured apace botwoen is so largo tbut two leLior^ imd not only one, 
must apparently be supplied. 

But if thoro be notluBg distJRCtivdy Bnddbbt in tbo iuscriptioa. Dr. Billdof^t atrougeat orgnment 
— that tbo only Dfednam piya wliOp in the third conturj of tbo Buddbitrt era, wiiia a zealons BudiLhiEt 
and reigned more tbEtu 34 years, was no other than Afoka himsdf—does not noceasariJy apply to this edict, 
and cannot be mode use of to identify our pipa with Afoko. That tbn epithet was used of olher 

Buddhist kinp, wo know from tbo inataneo of the Ceylon king Tlsaa; and that it must havo been 
words commoHlj xmd is sulfidently opparont from the fact that in later timos in Gujoidt, though it is also 
used os on epithet of the Mabdvfju,^ its meaning had m far iletetiomted that it appenis in Jain writings 
ns a common pqlito address; like Sir 1 Madam I or Qentleinen! Thus m the (lath century) 

by tbo Mahdvfru to n disoiplo (WorreUi p. 68); and in tho Fdlpa Smlrn (fitb or Ith century) by a 
Bnihmdn to his wife (SteveaMUp pp. 27, 29); by her to him pp. 26, fiO); by King SiddbArthu 

to his wife, tho mother of the MsMviru pp. 64, 6$); by Urn King to brdhojflnfl {iMd, pp. 64, 

^ It oenm hi tbo ^attttQjays llshAtylUa; WeIi^t, p. 34^ 

■ E.j. WiiW, fop. fii- p- 39. Wurrtiit Do JdcuiJ^ p. 26. 
CoEnp. BtoTEwo, KaJpA SAtrs, pp 93^ Wlboa, MahhTfn 
CiTitra (toL L p. 393 of wyrks}. 

^ la tbs Slioadaka Ifgmid ia Ibn BbsgaraUi Wurcu, p. 37^ 


* Tbfi tuo of la tho propWies drawu fifion lbs 

Biiddba'ipin^iia] appefliiii]«e (|(m get ooatiavtioo tbi^itiUcmml^ 

4 Db JunS£, 26 , wad comp. p. 94 . 

* Cowell'i saDjTEH in Ms hi of CokhnKikB'i Esstfip L 4£0. 

* SlOTCiL$oa> tnailatioa lu Eolpa Sdtni^ p. 1^0. 
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68) j an^ oven to acmmts or mftssengiera {ih'i* pp, SGt AU 7^)-* Actonim^ to ?lPo!. E&ni" it noTer 
ocotiTft in Sflnstiitp cicept in th& eonsc of foolialii idiotiG; sd ttiflt ila meaning must iwivo p 4 iBB€d tkrougb 
n ehane& ^milar to that of our worfs * and ^simpk,' tie Dut^li * onnoiol/ the I'reiioli ^ bonvt/ 

and the Greek Though, thcrcforop it nmy be granted tlmt «it the time of the edict, 

vchs n royal UUd, there is tio rcoMn to beliero that it Tfos either Gsdnaltdy Jain or cxclufiivelf Budilhkt. 

Enough has prohBbly been «iid to show that tho edict ia not eortoMy and tieciwaarily BuddMst. 
Dr* Tisehol goes #0 far na to think that Fi^utAa is a nauio of the Mahdvirap the founder of 

the Joiru); fmd that tiie prince who publiahed tMs edict was a Jain, ■ probably Sampadi, tho grandeon c»£ 
Afokap whOp nccoiding to the Jains themfselvea, was a great patron of this eimons Beet/ In support ol 
thjfl ™w ho refota to a passage in Sta>'onBon*B tmtislation of the Kolpa Sutnt (p. 98}^ where it is said 
of ihe Msihilvirn s 

< At that limo he obtaiiod omancipatioii, end entored on a state of Irt'odom from paatioti lUid alwsonee 
of p<dn. After 000 yoara from his di.^parture had ohipsedt and in tho SOth year of tho tenth hundredp 
this book was written^ and wns ptibltely read in the eurreney of the &3rd your/ 

Prefe^^r PL^hel, putting the words from hi$ deparixrf in italics^ argues, ^nero boihd such wonl 
nVdsd einst bo in the original/ But Professor Jacobi of ^riiEistor, whose edition of tho Kalpii Sutra will 
appear, 1 hope, before Christmas in the * Abhimdlungen fiir die Kimde des MorgedEmdes," Im been good 
enough to favour me with the teit of the passage, which is as follows: 

. . * . sa fikldbo hudlho miitto aiitaiac parinivruo saTradukliapTaihine ||14l||. Enmamissa bhagava 
Mahiivimssa java sawndukhappalu^assa niivn vfioaeayaiin vinkkantdmi daaumasMa yn vfisasayitfiKa ay nth 
uiiimo Boihvaccharo kale garcbai | vayanniitAre pnuja nyarii tenaue samvacohare tale gncchai 1 148[t/ 

The word for ' deportni^ ' is not therefore, ns Dr. Tiftehel supposed, riVasa j nad thus the only 
authority supporting bis interpretation of the Eilict (blls to the grounds It is curiona tliat in his 
note to tho passage Dn Steveuson imagines tho Juln cm given by Fnneep as comniencmg 889 n.c. to 
he the one here nsotl; and t* bo reckoned not &oni tho MaMv:£rQ''B dentil, but from tho time when he 
nbandoucKl tho world to bceomo an s«etie s tho usual date, 821 nx,, being just 42 years later than the 
oilicrt and 42 years being the tinio said to have elapsed between tho two OTonta. But ns I cannot find 
that the Jnnifl ever actuollv used such an ero, the suggestion Ooea uot throw' any light upon the. perhaps, 
unalogouj expression in tho Edict. 

Tho tcohnied terins found in tho eiBct not being theroforo, m far os can ho yet ascertained, any 
more commun to tiro Jains tlmu to the BuddMsta, the argument from the improbabiiLty of a Buddhist 
having used terms'unusual to hi^ sect would apply with e^ual force to a JeuU-. A better acquaintance 
with Buddhist history may remove the difHcmltitj* which seem at preEont msepurtible from Dr. Biihlor^s 
explanation of the ediet j and n bettor acqnjiintanoo wilb Jam history niuy clearly show thiit it must be 
a-wribed to a Jain sovoroign. But for the complete and certain interpre^tution of this remnrkable historical 
ilocumont wo most wait till our knowledge it increased by other diBcovoriEs, or by tho publication of 
earBer Jain texts^ and of tho Buddhist PJtakaa^ 


^ Og mnvi of tbe nhoxt fWKigAv from the Kslp Sdtrm 
31r. Thpmju {Juniiin, or the Early EAith of AfokiL, 

p. M). 

* Jahrtelliiig dw ntidtflijke Eaddhialea, p. 13^ 

^ IJ. ..,..' tbdl pllfV. CTlighteiwpd, Bivwl Om dial, poflt 
away, ecawd frcim lU Hrm&v. SiMHS the Saint, the Bt^sed 
t h« HfiT? ccAicd fmm all aenraw, ^OD y&aiv, and tbc fiDth year ia 


thn lOih lumdredj alapscd ^ agd agtio, nt diii EocitatiaD the 
rear tiupwiL" UhImi IVrifBas^rr JiAibi Ciut t«il Un what ii referred 
lo by ths word I hava r^fidisred ^EedtatioB^ (al which the Jam 
cammentatoTt glTO four iuMiLfUtBat t^plaimtiaas), tfe* chm^ 
naU^ nf thii pafiNn^ ii pqrrakipglj ragaa* Tba Inttoduftion 
l4^ \m Kolpa Sdtni u to cagtaio a lull dbcui^ioa ai tba 
hutaiiedl qgcitiMii conoBrctal with tbv tirigiu of Jaiiiiiig_ 


vnrapjf ACfmr ixo hhu, raunnyiM, lupLttwp. 
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